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L—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED Laspour MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette ” :— 

There has been an improvement in the general state of employ- 
ment as compared both with last month and with March 1895. 
The improvement affects most of the important branches of 
industry, except mining, which shows a very slight decline. 

In the 108 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
415,731, making returns, 14,717 (or 3°5 per cent.) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of March, compared with 3°8 per cent. in 
February, and with 65 per cent. in the 83 unions, with a 
membership of 387,907, from which returns were received for 
March 1895. 

Coal Mining.— There was a slight falling off in employment 
during March as compared with a month and a year ago. In the 
second fortnight of the month there was, however, a recovery 
in the great export districts. The average number of days 
worked by 1,061 pits, at which 296,661 workpeople were em- 
ployed, was 4°81 per week in March, as compared with 4°91 in 
February and 4°93 in March 1895. 

Iron Mining—Employment in this industry has fallen off 
slightly since the previous month, but continues better than a 
year ago. At the mines included in the returns an average of 
577 days per week was worked, as compared with 5°85 in 
February and 5°59 in March 1895, The total number employed 
at the mines was’ 13,317, or about 500 more than a year ago. 
Of these 68°6 per cent. worked full time. 

In the Pig Iron industry employment is better than in 
February, and considerably better than a year ago. At the end 
of March the ironmasters making returns had 339 furnaces in 
blast, being 3 more than at the end of February, and 40 more 
than at the corresponding date last year. The number of work- 
people employed at these furnaces was 21,522, an increase of 78 
over the previous month, and of 1,559 over March 1895. 
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Employment in Steelworks maintains its improvement as com- 
pared with a year ago, the number of workpeople employed in 
107 works being 32,193 at the end of March, or 11:5 per cent. 
more than at the end of March 1895. 

At 85 Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills the number em- 
ployed at the end of March was 16,767 or 4°3 per cent. more than 
a year ago. 

The Tin-plate Trade has been much disturbed, and fewer 
mills are working than in February. The number of mills in 
operation in the 89 works included in the returns was 286 at the 
end of March, as compared with 339 at the end of February. 
Only 40 of the 89 work were giving full employment. 

A further improvement has taken place in employment ‘in 
the Engineering and kindred trades, and the percentage of 
unemployed union members has fallen from 3°4 in February 
to 2°9 at the end of March, compared with 7°8 per cent. in March 
1895. 

The improvement in employment in the Shipbuilding trades has 
also been well maintained, the percentage of unemployed union 
members at the close of the month being 7:2, compared with 7:8 
in February and 12°4 in March of last year. 

Employment in the Building trades continues good, the per- 
centage of unemployed in unions making returns being 2°6 
compared with 2°5 in February and 4°9 in March 1895. 

The Furnishing trades are busy, the percentage of unemployed 
union members being only 10, compared with 2°6 in February 
and 4°9 per cent. in March 1895. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades continues 
steady, the percentage of unemployed members being 4°6, com- 
pared with 4°9 in February and also in March 1895. 

In the Paper trade employment has fallen off, and the per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of March was 
4°7, compared with 2°8 in February. 

In the Glass trade 14 per cent. of union members are reported 
as unemployed. 

In the Leather trades employment has slightly improved and 
the percentage of unemployed union members is 5:9, compared 
with 6-2 in February and 5°7 in March 1895. 

Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade is only moderate in 
most of the principal centres. In Leeds, however, it is brisk. 

Employment in the ready-made branch of the Tailoring trade 
is very good, some overtime being worked, and there is the usual 
seasonal improvement in the bespoke branch. 

Employment for Cotton spinners has improved: weavers are 
better employed in some districts, but are slacker in others. 
The Woollen trade continues yery busy, but the Worsted trade is 


not quite so well employed. Employment in the Hosiery trade 
generally is good, in the Silk trade it is fair. 

As regards the employment of women in the Teztile trades, 
information respecting 490 mills, employing about 90,000 women 
and girls, shows a slight decline, 86 per cent. being in mills 
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giving full employment during the month, compared with 88 per 
cent. among those for whom returns were received for February. 
The slight decline was most marked in the worsted trade. 

Trade Disputes—The number of fresh disputes occurring in 
March was 95, as compared with 78 in the month of February 
Jast and 49 in March 1895. Thirty-four disputes took place 
in the mining industry, 16 in the textile trades, 14 each in 
the building and metal trades, 7 in the engineering and 
shipbuilding trades, 2 in the clothing trades, and 8 in the 
miscellaneous group of industries. In 78 of the disputes, 
19,407 workpeople were involved. Seventy-two new and 18 old 
disputes, involving altogether about 22,000 workpeople, were 
settled in March. Of these disputes, 34, involving about 10,000 
persons, resulted in favour of the workpeople ; 41, involving 
about 8,000 persons, in favour of the employers; and 8, in- 
volving 2,860 persons, in a compromise; the results of the 
remaining 7 being indefinite or not known. 


Changes in Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour. 

The changes in rates of wages reported during March affected 
about 128,000 workpeople, of which number about 56,001) received 
increases and 72,000 sustained decreases. Among those affected . 
by increases were about 47,000 workpeople engaged in the 
engineering, metal, and shipbuilding industries, aud about 5,500 
building operatives. The decreases reported were mainly confined 
to coal miners and tin-plate workers. In Scotland 67,600 miners 
had their wages reduced, in most cases by 6d. per day ; and in 
South Wales and Monmouthshire about 4,900 workpeople were 
affected by further reductions, in the tin-plate trade. 

During the month about 1,200 persons were reported to have 
had their hours of labour reduced. 


MercuanDise Marks Act. 
Further Discretionary Powers given to Officers. 


A copy of the following General Order (;;%;) has been 
received at the Board of Trade from the Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Customs. 

In addition to the powers conferred upon them by General 
Order ;.45, the Board now give collectors and surveyor at the 
out-ports, and inspectors and surveyors in London, discretionary 
powers in the following cases :— 

(1.) They may deliver coverings, such as capsules, paper bags, 
&c., marked with indications of British origin, such as the Royal 
arms, trade descriptions in the English language, &c., when they 
are satisfied that the coverings are to be used in connexion with 


British goods, or with goods of a kind not produced in the United 


Kingdom, and that the indications on the coverings have 
reference to the goods with which the coverings are to be used, 
and not to the coverings themselves. 

Coverings marked with the names of firms in the United 
Kingdom, with whose goods the coverings are to be used, and 
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consigned directly to such firms, may be delivered. If not so 
consigned, the written consent of the firms whose names they 
bear must be produced before delivery is allowed. 

(2.) Immediate reports of detentions of goods under the Mer- 
chandise Marks Acts, required by General Order ;38,, may be 
dispensed with when such detentions are made in consequence of 
the absence of evidence that the marks on the goods are correct, 
provided that the officers have reason to believe that such 
evidence will be forthcoming within a reasonable time. On pro- 
duction of the evidence, the officers, if satisfied therewith, will 
deliver the goods. This direction will include British returned 
goods bearing marks which would be open to objection on goods 
of foreign origin; also goods bearing marks indicative of origin 
in some country other than that from which the goods are 
imported, when such marks are believed to be authentic. 

(3.) Goods bearing a mark registered in this department 
under paragraphs 12—15 of General Order ;38, may be deli- 
vered by the officers without reference to the Board on receipt by 
them of the authority of the proprietor of the mark, or of his 
duly appointed agent, provided the mark be properly qualified. 


OrriciaL ENQUIRY UNDER THE Expxosions Act. 


A formal investigation was held at Stockport on the 31st 
ultimo into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler 
at Hill Top Farm, Woodford, near Stockport, on February 
24 last. 

The boiler, one of the Cornish type, was purchased second- 
hand about 31 years ago; it was worked for 15 years and sold to 
the lessee of the Hill Top Farm. It was then fitted with new 
ends and a new flue, and it was set up in brickwork outside the 
farm buildings, and consequently exposed to the weather. 

There is little doubt that the farmer was ignorant of boiler 
management. About 12 years ago the crown of the furnace came 
down about 2} inches from overheating, but he continued to 
work the boiler; and at a much later period, as the safety-valve 
leaked, a second weight was put on the lever, increasing the load 
from 31 to 52 Ibs. per square inch, The boiler was never 
examined since it was repaired 16 years ago, and as it was 
exposed to the weather, the shell gradually corroded. 

In December last, the farmer told his son that he could go on 
working the boiler in the same manner as he had worked it, and 
on the 21st of that month the farmer died, leaving his property 
to a trustee, to be realised and divided between his eight children. 

The son then worked the farm on behalf of the trustee, and in 
the interests of his brothers and sisters. He only used the boiler 
once, and when steam was got up on the second occasion the 
boiler exploded. No one was injured. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the boiler 
having become so wasted by external corrosion as to be no longer 
able to withstand the pressure to which it was subjected at the 
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time of the explosion, the plate in the vicinity of the fracture 
being reduced to the thickness of paper. That whilst in posses- 
sion of the farmer the boiler had been grossly neglected. The 
son had not sufficient time to overhaul the plant on the farm after 
he took possession of it. 

The Court condemned in the strongest terms the manner in 
which this boiler had been used, but in all the circumstances, 
they made no order as to costs. 


REGISTRATION OF TRADE Marks 1n Eeypt. 


The Board of Trade have received information through the 
Foreign Office that it is possible to register trade marks at the 
Registry of the Mixed Tribunals in Egypt. A certain advantage 
is found to accrue from such registration in the event of legal 
proceedings having to be taken for infringement. 

The Board of Trade desire, therefore, to press on the attention 
of those of Her Majesty’s subjects who may desire or intend to 
engage in trade with Egypt, the necessity of promptly securing 
registration of their trade marks in Alexandria. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS 

India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply— 

1. Brass boiler tubes. 

2. Mild steel boiler tubes. 

3. Steel rails. 

4, Fish-plates. 

5. Iron dog-spikes. 

6, Axle-box brasses. 

7. India-rubber blocks and cushions, and 
200 feet epans. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. 
on Tuesday the 2lst April 1896, after which time no tender will 
be received. 


Loan Contract ror Porto Rico WATERWORKS. 

Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has 
received from Her Majesty’s Consul at Porto Rico a despatch, 
reporting that the Municipality of St. John the Baptist of Porto 
Rico has put up to public tender the contract for a loan destined 
for the Waterworks of Porto Rico, for the sum of 400,000 dols. 
money current. Further particulars of this loan may be seen 
on application to the Commercial Department, Foreign Office, 
between the hours of 11 and 6. 
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TENDERS FOR THE EGypriaAn GOVERNMENT, 


Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has 
received from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Cairo 
a copy of the Egyptian Official (iazette of February 29 last, in 
which tenders are invited by the Daira Sanieh administration for 
olive oil, rangoon oil, linseed oil, tallow, grease, and other com- 
modities before 11 a.m. on April 20, 1896; and also for 20 
waggons and various other articles such as buckets, drain pipes, 
shovels, &c. before 11 a.m. on April 30, 1896. 

The Gazette may be seen on application to the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office between the hours of 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR Works at Lourenco MARQUES. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received from 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Lourengo Marques information to the 
effect that the Improvements Commission of that port will, up to 
the end of April next, receive plans and designs for a screw-pile 
lighthouse for the Cockburn Bank, and for a tug-boat for the 
pilot service. The range of the light must be 10 miles, and the 
lighthouse must contain accommodation for the keepers. The 
tug-boat must be of the compound system, 100 feet in length, 
8 feet draught at stern, 500 indicated horse-power, and not less 
than 10 miles an hour speed. ‘The boat must accommodate 
captain, engineers, crew of eight, and two life boats. 

Further particulars can be obtained of the Commercial Depart- 
ment, Foreign Office, S.W., between the hours of 11 and 6. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have, 
during the month of March 1896, passed the examination 
provided for in the 11th Section of the Weights and Measures 
Act, 1889 :— 


Beirne, Patrick Lockhart, Richard 
Brosnan, Patrick McGouran, James 
Connell, John McGurk, William 
Connor, David McMahon, James 
Farrell, William O’Donnell, Henry | (Royal Irish Con- 
Frain, Patrick O'Sullivan, Timothy ( stabulary) Ireland. 
Healy, Francis Price, Henry 

Horgan, Michael Robinson, Henry W. | 
Linnin, Michael Sullivan, John 
Laughran, Hugh Wilson, William H. J 


Collett, William Rickford § Pembroke Township 
; (Ireland). 
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II—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM.* 


The total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British possessions during the month ended 
3lst March 1896 was 38,344,7501., as compared with 35,959,890/. 
for the corresponding period of 1895, or an increase of 2,384,8601, 
equal to 6°63 per cent.; and the exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures were valued at 20,422,419/., as com- 
pared with 18,523,030/, an increase of 1,899,389/., or 10°26 per 
cent. 

‘The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise amounted in 
value to 4,623,326/, as against 4,846,599/. for March 1895, a 
decrease of 223,273/., or 4°6i per cent. This is due chiefly to 
smaller shipments of indigo, jute, and leather. 

The classes of goods imported which show a higher value in 
March 1896, as compared with March 1895, are: articles of food 
and drink (duty free), which show an improvement of 1,441,005/. ; 
manufactured articles, 1,360,199/.; animals, living (for food), - 
325,286/.; metals, 201,5862. ; raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures, 199,058/.; tobacco (dutiable), 121,358/.; 
chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning substances, 68,441/.; and parcel 
post, 8,865/. 

In the class of manufactured articles the chief increases are 
found in silk broad stuffs (378,238/.), leather (165,655/.), iron 
manufactures, unenumerated (74,1542), silk or satin ribbons 
(73,835/.), leather gloves (67,082/.), woollen yarn for weaving 
(55,439/.), and woollen cloths (47,5451.). In this class there is a 
decrease of 10,018/. in the value of linen yarns. In Class II., 
articles of food and drink (duty free), the improvement is seen 
principally in sugar, refined, and candy (360,280/.), Indian corn or 
maize (306,442/.), butter (269,992/.), sugar, unrefined (262,635/.), 
wheat meal and flour (261,348/.), and fish, cured or salted 
(124,670/.). Decreases are found in the value of bacon (182,982/.), 
and lard (183,611/.). In animals, living (for food), there is an 
increase of 320,686/. in the value of oxen and bulls imported. 

Other articles showing noteworthy increases are cotton, raw 
(548,647/.), caoutchouc (185,184/.), and iron ore (130,9082.). 

The value cf the imports for March 1896 of raw materials for 
textile manufactures, in spite of the increase of 548,647/, in the 
value of cotton, raw, imported, and of 82,290/, and 58,9067. in flax 
and hemp respectively, shows a total decrease of 955,660/., as 
compared with the amount for March 1895, which must be chiefly 
attributed to the fall in the value of the imports of sheep and 
lambs’ wool and of jute, 1,329,587/. and 4328,878/. respectively 
less than last year. 


* See also Statistical Tables, p. 498, 
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With regard to the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures, improvements are seen in every class with the 
exception of raw materials and articles of food and drink, which 
have declined 103,595/. and 12,346/.respectively. Yarns and textile 
fabrics have improved 837,645/.; metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom, 455,3201, of which iron, wrought and unwrought, 
represents 340,745/.; machinery and mill-work, 219,340/, and in 
this class the amount of mining machinery sent to South Africa 
and Australasia is particularly noticeable; apparel and articles of 
personal use, 160,329/. (these articles were much in demand for 
South Africa and Australasia); chemicals and chemical and 
medicinal preparations, 128,305/.; other manufactured articles, 
163,615/ ; parcel post, 38,1712; and animals, living, 12,6051. 

The most important decrease in the exports of raw materials 
was in coal and patent fuel (73,727/.), and in the class of articles 
of food and drink, fish of all descriptions (30,2302). 

Taking the trade for the first quarter of the present year, 
ending 3lst March 1896, it is seen that the net increase in the 
value of imports, as compared with the corresponding period of 
1895, amounts to 11,457,482/., of which artivles of food and drink 
represent 4,817,2261, manufactured articles, 2,919,878.; raw 
materials for sundry industries and manulactures, 1,566,673/. ; 
animals, living (for food), 975,107/.; and metals, 649,4717. 

There is a decrease of 1,013,085/. in the value of the imports 
of raw materials for textile manufactures, and this is almost 
entirely due to the decline in the imports of wool. 

The exports of British and Irish produce for the three months 
ending 31st March 1896 show a total increase of 8,512,682/. 
over the amount for the corresponding period of 1895, the 
increase being in all classes. Yarns and textile fabrics have 
improved 3,084,497/.; metals and articles manufactured there- 
from (except machinery), 1,758,555/ ; machinery and mill-work, 
685,397/.; apparel and articles of personal use, 577,468/. ; 
chemicals and chemical and medicinal preparations, 331,408/. ; 
raw materials, 258,151/.; articles of food and drink, 264,873/. ; 
and other articles, either manufactured or partly manufactured, 
1,410,4062. 

The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise for the three 
months ended 31st March 1896 amounted in value to 15,087,265/., 
us against 13,141,6812 for March 1895, or an increase of 
1,945,584/. 
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IIl.—SEA FISHERIES OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


A publication* has recently been issued by the Board of Trade 
containing statistical tables and memorandum relating to the sea 
fisheries of the United Kingdom, including a return of the 
quantity of fish conveyed inland by railway from each of the 
principal ports of England and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, 
during each of the years from 1890 to 1895. The tables give 
the results of the collection of fishery statistics for England and 
Wales during the year 1895, the collection itself having been 
commenced in the spring of 1885. 

The chief facts brought out by the return ag to fish landed on 
the coasts of England and Wales during the year 1895 are as 
follows:—The total quantity of fish landed, exclusive of shell- 
fish, amounted to 7,263,000 ewts., or, roughly speaking, to 
363,000 tons, of the valne of 5,129,000/.; which, with the 
addition of the value of shell-fish, viz., 309,000/, makes a total 
value for the year of 5,438,000/. The corresponding values for . 
the years 1893 and 1894 having been 5,171,000/. and 5,291,000/. 
respectively, it would appear that there is a slight increase in 
the value of the fish landed in each year. And here, it should 
be remarked, that the values throughout the tables, as well as 
the average prices stated, are in all cases those taken at the time 
of landing, which are believed generally to be fairly accurate. 

For Scotland the returns show a total quantity of 6,104,000 
ewts. landed, exclusive of shell-tish, the value being 1,764,000/. 
To this should be added 66,000/., the value of the shell-tish 
landed, making a total of 1,830,C00/. The corresponding figures 
for Ireland show a total of 629,000 cwts. landed and valued at 
256,000/., exclusive of shell-fish, the total value, including shell- 
fish, being 269,000/. It should be remarked that in the year 
1895, as compared with the year 1894, there is in Scotland a 
slight decrease in the quantity, and at the same time an increase 
in the value of the fish landed, whilst in Ireland there is a 
decrease both in the total quantity and the total value of the fish 
landed. 

The aggregate results for the whole of the United Kingdom 
show that in the year 1895, 13,996,000 cwts. of fish, exclusive of 
shell-fish were landed, or approximately 700,000 tons valued at 
7,149,000/. at the point of landing. If to this the value of the 
shell-fish, amounting to 388,000, be added, a total of 7,537,000/. 
is arrived at as the value of the sea fisheries of the United 
Kingdom at the place of landing in the year 1895, compared 
with a total value of 7,260,000/. in the year 1894, 

A comparative table is given showing the quantities and value 
of the fish landed at each of the principal ports in England and 
Wales during the last 10 years. This table shows at a glance 


* Parliamentary Paper 75, 1896. 
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the various fluctuations in the trade in fish done at each port. 
Taking first the East Coast, it will be seen that Grimsby steadily 
maintains the first place as a fishing port, indeed the amount 
returned as landed at that place in 1895, viz., 83,000 tons, is in 
excess of that landed in any previous year. This last observation 
applies also to Hull, where 46,000 tons of fish were landed during 
the past year. Some way behind comes Lowestoft with 31,000, 
The amount landed at London, viz., 52,000 tons, is still larger 
than that landed at the two last-named places, although it is to 
be remarked that this total was considerably exceeded by the 
amounts landed in the earlier years of this collection, viz., 1886 
to 1888, when the amount averaged 64,000 tons. 

The fluctuations in the amounts of fish landed on the South 
Coast are in no way remarkable, the amounts throughout being 
small, As regards the West Coast, the most salient facts are the 
fluctuations in the amount of fish landed at Neyland, although 
the amount at the same time landed at Milford keeps fairly 
steady. Neyland is supplied with fish, chiefly drift net fish 
(mackerel), coming almost entirely from the Irish coasts, although 
not landed before in that country. Milford, on the other hand, 
although it receives also some fish from the Irish coasts, is by no 
means entirely dependent on such fish for its supply ; indeed, by 
far the larger proportion of the fish landed at Milford is trawl 
fish caught in the St. George’s Channel. 

As regards the quantity and value of fish landed in each month 
of the year, it would appear from a table given that the months of 
April and October were the most important in the year 1895, 
whilst in the preceding year, 1894, the most important months 
were May and November. The fourth quarter of the year was, 
in 1895, the most important to the fishing industry ; in the years 
1893 and 1894 it was the second quarter that was most impor- 
tant. In all three years the first quarter of the year was the least 
important as regards the value of the fish landed. 

It appears from tables showing for a series of years the total 
quantities and values of the fish imported into this country, 
distinguishing the proportion of such fish retained for home con- 
sumption, as well as the exports of fish from this country to 
foreign parts during the same period, that the value of the fish 
imported into this country and retained for home consumption 
now exceeds 2,400,000/. a year, having increase: from 1,750,000. 
in 1886 to 2,450,000/. in 1895; whilst, on the other hand, the 
total value of British and Irish fish exported from this country, 
which, for many years averaged about 1,700,0001. a year, has in 
the year 1895 risen to 2,275,000, Taking these figures in con- 
junction with the value of the produce of the sea fisheries of the 
United Kingdom during the last five yeara, it will be seen that 
the total value of the fish consumed in the United Kingdom has 
materially increased during that period, having amounted to 
7,712,0001. in 1895, as compared with 6,365,000/. in 1894. 
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IV.—SUICIDES IN THE ENGINE-ROOM STAFF 
OF THE MERCANTILE MARINE. 


A memorandum recently issued by the Registrar General of 
Shipping and Seamen, deals with the question of suicides in the 
engine-room staff of the mercantile marine. 

In this report the Registrar General states that it is only since 
the beginning of 1892 that the system has been in full workin 
order by which officers at the ports at home and abroad hold a 
special inquiry into cases of deaths of firemen and trimmers 
reported to have committed suicide or as missing at sea, and 
that the memorandum is confined to deaths from above causes of 
firemen and trimmers which occurred since 1st January 1892, on 
vessels registered under the Merchant Shipping Act in the British 
Islands. 

An analysis of the reports of the inquiries of the officers 
shows that 30 firemen and trimmers serving under ordinary agree- 
ment, and 19 Asiatic firemen and trimmers serving on vessels 
trading to the United Kingdom under “ Asiatic ” agreement (/.e., 
special agreements terminating in India or China), committed 
suicide or are supposed to have committed suicide in 1894, as 
against 27 and 14 respectively in 1893. 

The figures also show that but few suicides occur in the home or 
coasting trade, where the voyages are short and a man feeling 
unwell can remain on shore. 

As regards the foreign-going trade, the suicides occur in no 
very marked degree in any particular locality, nor can it be said 
that suicides occur with frequency on a particular vessel or line 
of vessels. It should be noted, moreover, that no suicides are 
reported to have occurred in the record-making mail steamers 
running between the United Kingdom and United States. 

It appears that the suicides cannot be attributed to ill-usage 
cither by their superiors or fellow-workmen, the reports in all 
cases being to the eftect that there was no ill-treatment. 

The heat of the stokehold and coal bunkers is undoubtedly 
very great, running in some cases to 120° F., but to give any 
comparative table on this point would be misleading, as the tem- 
perature is not taken upon any system. 

It also appears from the reports that the number of deaths 
occurring either when the man was actually drunk or suftering 
from delirium tremens or from the effects of a recent drinking 
bout including those suffering from mental derangement was 12 
in each of the years 1894 and 1893; and the conclusion would 
appear to follow that the prevalence of suicide amongst firemen 
may to some extent be attributed to the necessity of turning to 
pwd in a hot stokehold whilst still suffering from the effects of 
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The proportion of suicides to number employed is (as is the 
case among the general population) larger amongst the men over 
30 than amongst the number under that age. 

With regard to the question as to what are the number of fire- 
men and trimmers employed in the mercantile marine of the 
United Kingdom amongst whom these suicides occur—when an 
attempt was made to obtain the numbers employed on the 5th 
April 1891 on merchant ships registered in the British islands, it 
was found that on that day there were actually serving as firemen 
and apne (not including Lascars) on these vessels the following 
numbers :— 


In the home trade - - 4,207 
In the foreign trade - - 17,258 
In the fishing trade - - 399 
Yachting - - - 97 

21,961 


These figures—allowance being made for variation in tonnage 
employed—represent approximately the numbers at sea at any 
one time; and the total strength of the whole body of firemen 
and trimmers required for the mercantile marine service is 
obtained by adding a certain proportion to cover the number of 
men on shore. 

The Registrar General calculates that the rate of suicide 
amongst firemen and trimmers in the mercantile marine is about 
1 in 900. Suicide amongst stokers in the Royal Navy is very 
rare. 

The Registrar General concludes his report as follows :— 

“There can be little doubt that the figures as regards 
‘suicide’ or ‘supposed suicide’ fairly represent the actual con- 
dition of thivgs, and that though the rates of suicide I have 
given, based as they are on estimates, may be criticized, no amount 
of criticism will obscure the fact that suicide amongst firemen in 
our mercantile marine service is prevalent. to a degree, calling for 
serious attention.” 

The rate of suicide amongst all males between the ages of 20 
and 55, which practically cover the active life of seamen, appears 
from the reports of the Registrar General of Births and Deaths 
to be about 1 in 5,000. 
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V.—THE EXPLOITATION OF THE MEKONG 
VALLEY.* 


The Anglo-French agreement which has just settled the 
question of the Upper Mekong, so long undecided as far as 
France, Great Britain, and Siam are concerned, appears to have 
a certain economic importance, for it not only fixes the conditions 
under which Siamese trade can be extended northwards, but also 
the routes through the densely populated Chinese province of 
Yunnan which are open to the two great western-powers, 

At first sight these conditions seem to give France a greater 
chance of being the first to penetrate commercially into this 
important part of Southern China. The interesting details of 
the voyage of Prince Henry of Orleans point out the difficulties 
ef the Brahmapootra side, and a recent despatch mentions the 
cordial relations existing between the Chinese authorities at 
Muang-Huo and the French authorities in the valley of the 
Nam-Oo, caravan exchanges being already frequent. 

The little rails of the Lang-Son line may well serve as a model 
for those of the first railway to be laid down between the lands 
watered by the Upper Mekong and the Salonen of the Chinese 
Empire. This narrow gauge line, with its diminutive waggons, 
was planned by Frenchmen, and its opening preceded any serious 
idea of a line between Burmah and Yang-Tse-Kiang. France, 
then, appears to have gained the first advantage in that economic 
struggle which is going on in the regions of the Upper Mekong, 
and the question is—will she, profiting by her privileges in the 
diplomatic situation che has created in China, have the first fruits 
of this vast opening into Yunnan and succeed in diverting some of 
its wealth into Indo-China? That wili depend on the energy to 
be hereafter displayed, which will not be wanting, to judge by the 
action of Lieutenant Simon and also of Prince Henry, who has 
been the first to traverse the shortest and most direct route from 
China to India—a route searched for in vain by so many English- 
men on both frontiers, and, indeed, at present not peentionils for 
trade. 

So far as Siam is concerned, shut up as it henceforth will be 
in the valley of the Menam, the Anglo-French agreement must 
be of some importance. This country cannot remain outside the 
influence of the economic struggle entered into between France 
and England in the north, which will have the effect of bringing 
through Siam at least a part of the trade of those northern 
regions and the tra los montes of the Chinese frontier. 

n this case it seems likely that the English will have the 
advantage, as they are already doing a good business with 
Siam, especially in rice and wood, the exports of the latter 


* Based on an article in the “ Economiste Frangais. 


398 EXPLOITATION OF THE MEKONG VALLEY. [April 1896, 


product in 1894 having been almost double those of 1893. These 
exports were, for England, 13,0C0 tons; Bombay, 17,000 tons; 
Hong-Kong, 7,000 tons; and Singapore, 2,000 tons. In French 
Tonquin, however, a demand for Siamese woods has sprung up: 
in 1894 the imports there amounted to 390 tons, worth 137 francs 
per ton, and in October 1895 a French official commission was in 
negotiation at Bangkok for the purchase of 1,300 tons of Siamese 
wood for Toulon, from which it would appear that the French 
Admiralty has no prejudice against the hard grains so abundant 
in Siam and go valued in British trade. France can by this means 
divert to her advantage a part, at any rate, of the trade which has 
hitherto gone to England or India. 

Siamese rice has generally found its destination in British ports. 
But in 1894 South America doubled its importations, Rio de 
Janeiro taking 22,500 tons, as against 11,000 tons only in 1893. 
There is a tendency, therefore, in the importance of English trade, 
to decrease in the case of the two chief Siamese products, rice and 
wood, the first going to Brazil, the second to France. If this 
double current increases, it will have a great effect on the foreign 
trade of Siam, as rice represects 70 per cent. of the country’s 
export trade and rice, wood, fish, and pepper represent 83 per 
cent., according to the statistics for the year 1894. 

One difficulty which French trade has to overcome in its rela- 
tions with Siam rests in the monetary system, or rather in the 
necessity of falling in with the monetary system of a country 
where the imports of specie in 1895 amounted to 11,108,225 
francs (444,3297.) Mexican dollars and Japanese yen are the 
foundation of this importation of specie by foreign. merchants 
and bankers, and then exchanged by them at a fixed rate for the 
ticals of the Siamese treasury. This native money is the only 
medium which the traders in rice will accept. The Japanese yen 
is not. worth quite as much as the Mexican dollar in Siam, 
although the two pieces contain about the same amount of silver, 
and have the same value at Singapore and Hong-Kong. The 
Siamese treasury gives 80 ticals for 48 Mexican dollars or 49 
Japanese yen. It was at one time feared that the British dollar, 

ut into circulation at the Straits Settlements, Hong-Kong, and 
abuan in 1895 would undergo a like depreciation, but events 
have not justified this belief. Great Britain, then, has an advan- 
tage in having already conformed to the monetary system of 
iam. 

With regard to the imports into Siam, the trade with Singapore, 
Hong-Kong, and Bombay, valued respectively at 20,559,500 
francs (822,380/.), 9,400,000 francs (376,000/.), and 5,105,625 
francs (204,225/.), in 1894 represented 82 per cent. of the total 
trade of that year, and the same three places absorbed about 
the same proportion of exports. France, therefore, will have all 
she can do, not to eliminate, but to diminish in any noticeable 


degree the English element of the foreign trade of Siam, The 
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* Messageries Fluviales ” have already made their presence felt, 
as they are oenaes a traffic between Bangkok and Saigon in 
passengers especially. 

A British company is exploiting the sapphire and ruby mines of 
the Chantaboon region, while the Ottoman Bank and a French 
syndicate have taken in hand—the former, the gold deposits of 
Kabia, and the latter, those of Wattana. The first results of 
these three mining enterprises are not yet known. 

The foreign trade of Siam ought to be remunerative enough, as 
the chief houses occupied in it are always increasing their staff 
and extending their operations. 

With such a field of operations opened up in the north of this 
country by the Anglo-French agreement, this part of the Far East 
should witness great changes in the near future. 
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VI—RAISING OF LIVE STOCK IN RUSSIA.* 


Of the 60 millions of horses, estimated by the Agronomic 
Department of Washington, U.S.A., to be the total equine 
population of the globe, 30 millions, or about one-half, are to be 
found in the Russian Empire. The greater part (about 86 per 
cent.) belong to the peasants, and for these there appears to be 
a feeling in the country that something will have to be done, for 
the situation at present is a most serious one. 

The economic crisis has impoverished the Russian rural 
population ; village horses are becoming daily more and more 
rare and the race is degenerating. At present 30 per cept. of 
the peasant establishments are without horses, and the latest 
animal census is not at all reassuring, for it appears that in 422 
districts of 41 governments of Russia only 12,675,657 horses 
were registered, which means for the last six years an increase 
of 619,757 only. 

It is evident that assistance should be granted to the rural 
population in this question of horse-breeding, in order to increase 
the number and improve the breed; and this might be effected 
by giving an impetus to private studs, by means of a State supply 
of stallions. 

At present only 25 per cent. of the stallions in the Government 
studs are used for the improvement of working horses, instead 
of making them the chief object of an institution, the wealth of 
which may be seen from the fact that the stables of Bélovodsk 
and Khrenovoe alone have 59,680 dessiatines (161,136 acres) of 
ground, which cannot be worth less than 6,660,000 roubles. 

In a country where there are so many lovers of sport, race- 
horses are never wanting, and the question of a supply of horses 


for the army need not be considered either. According to estimates 


in time of peace, the Russian army possesses 130,000 horses, Ger- 
many only requires 94,000, and the Austrian and French armies 
60,000 and 140,000 respectively. Germany has need of but 9,180 
horses annually, or 0°24 per cent. of the total number of horses in 
the Empire, which last year amounted to 3,836,256. Austria pur- 
chases annually for the army 6,422 horses (0°18 per cent.) ; 
France, 18,000 (0°59 per cent.) ; in Russia, with a total number 
of 30 million horses, the annual amount required to be purchase 
is only 9,000, or 0:03 per cent. of the whole, 

The “ St. Petersburg Gazette ” (Russian) concludes by pointing 
out that the State studs will have enough to do to produce the 
number of stallions necessary, and expresses a hope that the 
a of Agriculture will undertake the direction of private 
studs. 


* Based on an article in the “Gazette (Russe) de St. Petersbourg,” republished 
in the “ Journal de St. Petersbourg.” 
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An Archangel correspondent of the same paper speaks of the 
raising of livestock in the Petchora region. Owing to the 
abundance of meadow-land there is ne village, no matter how 
small it may be, where there are not several households possess- 
ing 10 or 12 head of horned cattle, five horses, and half a score of 
sheep ; in that district households without any livestock are the rare 
exceptions. It may be asserted that, on an average, every 
peasant possesses two or three horses, three or four cows, and 
from five to seven sheep. Swine-breeding is almost unknown. 

Latterly, however, the raising of livestock has been neglected, 
due to the fact that the meadow-land is not worked enough. 

At the time of the haymaking nearly all the population goes fish- 
ing and the haymaking is left to the children and the old people. 
It can be understood that under such conditions forage is sometimes 
scarce in winter, a state of affairs which leads to the loss of part 
of the stock and the degeneration of the rest. 

At one time, Petchora horses were celebrated in the north of 
the Empire; on the feast of St. Nicholas, hundreds of these 
animals were brought to the Pinega fair, where they were 
snapped up at once. Now the race has become smaller and the 
demand has decreased. The causes of this may be looked for 
not only in the want of forage, but also in the bad habits of the 
peasants, who work the animals from the time they are two years 
old, without considering the hindrance to their development and 
the consequent degeneration of the race; And yet a horse of two 
or three years old will fetch from 30 to 75 roubles, a good price for 
a beast which has cost nothing to rear. 

It is the same as regards the meat of horned cattle, which 
fetches at Pinega (frozen or salted) 14 roubles to 2 roubles per 
poud (36 lbs. avoirdupois). 

One special branch of the agricultural industry of the country 
is the raising of reindeer in the toundras of Bolschézémelsk and 
Timansk, in the Petchora region. A century ago, these animals 


formed the patrimony of the nomadic Samoyés; these now look 


after the flocks, the property of a few Zyrianes, especially of the 
village of Ijemtsy, who are very rich, some owning as many as 
5,000 reindeer. 

It is not easy to establish with accuracy the number of these 
animals in the country, the owners themselves being ignorant of 
the exact figure; but according to approximate calculations made 
by traders, they should amount to about 600,000. The fifth 
part of these are slaughtered annually, furnishing about 120,000 
skins, which fetch 2 roubles each, the meat selling at about 
1 rouble per poud (86 lbs). ‘There are other profits to be made 
out of the reindeer, so that it may be said that they represent in 
the Petchora region an annual revenue of 500,000 roubles, 
which, however, does not benefit the people at all, but only 
serves to still further enrich some of the wealthy Zyrianes. 


91609, B 


i 


402 GERMAN TRADE IN AFRICA. [April 1896. 


VIL—GERMAN TRADE IN AFRICA. 


A report, dated the 4th April, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from the Hon. Chas, 8. Dundas, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Hamburg, on the subject of the German trade with 
Africa. The report states that for some years the trade of 
Germany with Africa has been continually increasing. According 
to the Imperial statistics, which comprise only the goods trade in 
direct intercourse between German and African ports, the value 
of the German exports to and imports from Africa amounted in 


the year— 


£ 
1889 to 2,880,000. 
1890 ,, 3,504,000. 
1891 ,, 4,080,000. 
+1892 ,, 4,464,000. 
1893 ,, 5,088,000 
1894 ,, 5,280,000. 


The goods traffic with Egypt has risen from 240,000/7. value in 
the year 1889 to 960,000/. in 1894, and in the same period that 
to the West Coast from 1,368,000/. to 2,352,0002, while that to 
the East Coast from 240,900/. to 528,000/. The figures of the 
South African trade are of particular interest. In the seven 
years from 1889 to 1895 the importation into Germany of raw 
wool from the Cape is stated to have amounted to 5,280,000/. 
value, of which 960,000/. is put down to the past year. 

The exportation of German manufactures to the Cape during 
the same period is valued at 3,000,000/.; to the Transvaal at 
1,032,000/. In the year 1892 the exportation to both these 
countries amounted to no more than 395,000/. In 1895 it had 
risen to 1,056,000/. This exportation embraces various branches 
of industry, especially iron, machinery, textiles, and chemicals. 
Further important articles are sugar, beer, clothing, explosives, 
timber goods, pianos and other musical instruments, and leather 

oods. 
. In the last two years, for instance, the following goods have 


been exported :— 


Cwts. 
Dyed cotton goods - - - 8,250 
Cyanide of potassium - - 2,200 
Explosives - - - - 74,400 
Railway rails and sleepers - - - 154,000 
Wire - - - - - 110,000 
Hardware - - - - 70,000 
Machinery - - - - 12,000 
Pianos and other musical instruments - 12,000 
Beer, in bottles - - - - 32,540 


Refined sugar - - - - 21,200 
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The growing importance of German commercial interests in 
South Africa is evidenced particularly by the increase of exports 
to the Transvaal. During the years 1891 and 1892 the exporta- 
tion of the German Customs Union to the South African 
Republic had reached an average value of no more than 72,000/. 
In 1893 it rose to 192,090/.; in 1894 to 288,000/.; and in 1895 
to about 336,000/. 

The following table gives the comparative increase in certain 
goods in the two years 1891 and 1895 :— 


| 1891, 1895. 
| Cwts | Cwts 
Railway rails and sleepers - - - - | 53,800 151,600 
Locomotives - ° - - 8,400 23,800 
No. No. 
Railway trucks - - - - - | 12 657 


In the same degree the exportation of hardware and machinery 
has increased. 

The increase in the exportation of cyanide of potassium is very 
noticeable, and this is due to its demand for use in the production 
of gold. The exportation of this article dates only from the year 
1892. In that year 1,658 ewt. of the value of 11,372/. was 
exported to the Transvaal; in 1895 the exportation of this 
article had increased to 18,484 ewt. and 147,000/. 

The development of the gold production of the Transvaal, has 
given a great impetus to the export of this article as is evidenced 
by the fact that whereas the whole German exportation of cyanide 
of potassium to the Transvaal in 1891 only amounted to 820 ewt., 
in 1895 it had reached the above figures. 
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VIU1L—FRENCH TRADE IN BRITISH COAL. 


According to a report to the Foreign Office by Mr. H. E. 
O'Neill, Her Majesty’s Consul at Rouen, a question that has 
been agitating the coal trade for the past 12 months or more has 
been settled at last, and in a manner not altogether unsatisfactory 
to the importer of British coal, viz., “ Shall France continue to be 
“ dependent upon Great Britain for a portion of her coal supply, 
“ whilst she possesses coal measures of her own whose output might 
“ be largely increased?” A sharp battle has been fought over 
this question, and the end has been a compromise. British coal 
is one of the chief imports of Rouen. During the past 10 years 
the average import has been 400,000 tons. ‘The whole of 
Normandy and Brittany is largely dependent upon British coal 
for the working of its industries and for domestic consumption. 
In 1893 and 1894 the imports of British coal into French ports 
extending from Calais to La Rochelle reached 3,500,000 tons. 
The matter was one, therefore, that seriously affected a large 
British interest. Now, coal was: one of the few articles left 
untouched by the Customs tariff of 1892, and as cheap coal is 
a necessary condition of success in all industries, there seemed 
reasonable ground for hope that its free import would not be 
further interfered with. The duty of 1:20 fr. per ton fixed upon 
all foreign coal many years back already benefitted the home 
production, and as a fact the consumption of French coal was 
steadily increasing, and if not displacing, it was at least checking 
the advance of British coal in French markets. At Rouen the 
amount of British coal consumed, in proportion to French, was 
in 1884 as 9 to 1; and 10 years later the relative quantities were 
as4tol. But the extreme protectionists were not satisfied with 
this steady advance of French coal, They argued that the 
development of the French northern collieries was directly 
hindered by the competition of British coals; that in the case of 
international complications a sudden check might be given to the 
import of foreign coal by the declaration of coal as contraband of 
war, and consequently that great suffering and loss might be 
caused to all industries now dependent upon foreign coal, for 
French collieries could not suddenly fill the void that would 
thereby be created in the French coal market; and they con- 
tended that the price of British coal might and would be still 
further reduced to the benefit of all consumers if it had to sustain 
amore effective competition with that of the northern French 
collieries. 

The measure proposed by the protectionist party to bring this 
about was a great reduction in the railway rates from the northern 
collieries to Normandy and Western France. The Government 
was pressed to approve of a new Zone Tariff (No. 107) with a 
different rate per ton per kilometre in each zone, by which coal 
from the Departments of the Nord and Pas de Calais was to be 
transported into Normandy and Brittany at 5 frs. per ton fora 
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waggon load of 10 tons to any station 100 kiloms. distant; at 
7 frs. 50 ¢. for the same quantity at 200 kiloms.; at 9 frs. 50 c. 
at 300 kiloms.; at 11 frs. at 400 kiloms.; and at 13 frs. 50 ¢. at 
500 kiloms. And for every despatch of over 100 tons, or of 
10 waggons, this tariff was to be still further reduced by 15 per 
cent. 

These were the proposals of the protectionists. They were 
opposed with unusual unanimity at Rouen, Even the Chamber 
of Commerce protested strongly against a measure that, if it had 
been taken alone, might have dealt a heavy blow at an industry 
that brought about 200 ships yearly to Rouen laden with coal 
from British ports. Careful calculations showed that if the above 
rates were enforced without compensation, the imports of British 
coal might be expected to diminish by more than 100,000 tons. 
This would mean a loss to the port of about 100 vessels, with a 
corresponding fall in the revenue that accrues from tonnage and 
pilotage dues, and brokers’ fees, besides a loss of employment to 
hundreds of Jabourers upon the coal quays. It was argued 
further, that the ultimate effect of the rates proposed would be 
not so much to benefit the French collieries as those of Belgium, 
and even of Germany, which now supply France with coal. For 
France consumes 12,000,000 tons more of coal than she is able to 
produce, and this excess of demand is supplied by about 5,000,000 
tons of British, 5,000,000 tons of Belgian, and 2,000,000 tons of 
German coal. It was impossible for the French collieries to replace 
the coal now sent from Great Britain to Normandy, and Brittany 
by an increase in their own output. They would only send there 
a portion of the coal they now supplied to districts nearer the 
mines, and if this were done the result would be that those 
districts would draw their coal from Belgium and from Germany. 
Even the advantages to be gained by the French mines would, it 
was said, be shared by foreigners, for one-third of the miners 
employed in the northern collieries are Belgian; whereas the 
suffering and losses to be borne in the western ports would fall 
upon men of French blood. Again, the rates proposed were so 
low that they could not but result in a loss to the Western Rail- 
way Company, which would be called upon to carry over the 
longer distances to the extreme west of France, and this loss 
would react upon the State in the form of interest guaranteed, or 
ultimately upon the taxpayer. 

These opposing views have been thoroughly ventilated during 
the past 12 months in the press, by deputations to ministers, and 
lastly, in a special debate of the Chamber of Deputies, on 
November 24 last, and the result of it all has been a compromise. 

The reduced rates on Tariff 107 have been approved by the 
Government, and they came into force at the beginning of this 
year. But with them there has been a re-arrangement of the 
rates for the carriage of coal into the interior from Rouen and 
other northern ports. These have been reduced, though in a 
lesser proportion than have the rates from the French mines 
westward, and British as well as French coal will benefit there- 
from.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, 1668.) 
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IX.—THE CONDITION OF THE FRENCH 
MERCANTILE MARINE. 


Referring to the project of the French Government to meet 
the supplementary charge of 1,400,604 frs. for the “invalides de 
la marine” in the Navy Estimates of 1896-97 by a tax on ship- 
owners, a writer in the “Journal des Debats” deals at some 
length with the present condition of the French mercantile marine. 

According to this authority the mercantile marine of France 
is in a far from satisfactory condition. The encouragement given 
under the form of shipping bounties has not had the wished-for 
effect in restoring to it its former prosperity. On the contrary, 
the decay with which it is threatened is daily on the increase, and 
it is to be feared that the French mercantile marine will, ere long, 
have declined into complete ruin in face of the formidable foreign 
competition which is destroying it. 

This would be nothing short of a national disaster for France. 
The maritime industry is an inexhaustible source of power and 
wealth. Without going back farther than the midule ages, it 
may be said that in the 16th century Holland owed to its “sea 
rovers ” the prosperity which made that little country the centre 
of the world as regards trade, and that in the present day England 
owes her influence and wealth to her mercantile marine. In addition 
to the enormous material profit which a nation derives from the 
development of its transports, in addition to the benefits which 
are assured to her by the work of her dockyards, the openings 
found for the products of her forges—iron, copper, and wood— 
the amount of wages which she can pay out to her working 
classes, in addition to the certainty with which she can construct 
war vessels from her own resources; and to the valuable aid which 
the great mercantije transports, armed as cruisers, lend her at the 
time of need, in addition to all these advantages, an importance of 
quite a special kind, but of an inestimable value, arises from the 
presence of the national flag flying on all parts of the waters of 
the world. 

A mercantile marine is not only an instrument of wealth for 
a country, it is a signal of credit and strength, and a proof of 
prosperity and power to all nations. 

e shipping industry should, therefore, be developed as far 
as possible, and on comparing the conditions of the French 
mercantile marine with its rivals, the conclusion, from a French 
point of view, is not a satisfactory one. At the beginning of the 
century French shipping occupied a good position, disputing 
even with England the monopoly of the export trade of the world, 
and it was under the French flag that a good half of the 
European trade was carried on; but whilst French activity was 
being exhausted in questions of politics, England was steadily 
(as M. Lourdelet stated in his Report at the Paris Chamber of 
Commerce on the 19th of February last) “ developing her mercan- 
“ tile marine, urging forward the construction of her steam vessels, 
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“ and finding in the Colonial Empire of Canada, Australia, and the 
“ Indies an incomparable opening for her trade, and a stimulant 
* for her maritime activity.” 

Other nations, especially Germany, have followed the example 
set by England, and the United States and Norway have effected 
a considerable development in their trading fleets. The result 
to-day is that the tonnage of all French vessels, sailing and steam 
combined, is less than that of either of the above-named countries. 
France now holds the fifth place, and this has come about during 
the last eight or ten years. 

From the statistics of naval construction the same unsatis- 
factory conclusions may be drawn. 

The correspondent of the “ Journal des Debats” goes on to 
say: * France built in 1895, 35,825 tons, 14,009 of which were 
“ steam vessels. During the same period, the output of North- 
American yards was 84,877 tons, only reckoning vessels of over 
“100 tons; that of German yards was 101,402 tons, and of 
“ English yards 1,139,544 tons, of which 994,292 tons were for 
“ the mercantile marine. France is thus in the fourth rank only. 
“ It must be noted, likewise, that 934 per cent. of the vessels 
from the English yards are steam-vessels, and tliat, consequently, 
the English output is’ comparatively more efficient than the 
French, which includes more than 50 per cent. of sailing vessels. 
“On the 3lst December last, in English yards there were 
711,652 tons in process of construction for trading vessels 
alone, and machinery has attained to such a pitch of perfection, 
“that in five years (1889-1894) the number of workmen 
“employed has been diminished one-sixth without affecting 
* the amount of work done, a fact which places the shipping 
“ industry of the United Kingdom in an absolutely privileged 
“ position. The result of foreign competition with regard to the 
French mercantile marine has been such that according to 
M. Lourdelet, in his report already quoted, out of a total of 
16,100,670 tons representing the movement of shipping 
between France and other countries, only 4,082,000 tons 
“was carried under the French flag; the remainder, or nearly 
“ three-fourths of the whole, was taken by foreign vessels. It 
would be unjust to deny that efforts have already been made 
by the French Government to regain a little of the lost ground, 
viz., partly by the establishment of construction bounties, and 
“ partly by subventions to the postal lines.” 

As far as the former of these points is concerned, there scarcely 
seems to be a way of improving the existing system ; it is hardly 
worth noting the defect in one of the articles of the system, 
namely, that which concerns the case of vessels built abroad, but 
sailing under French flag. Previous to the year 1893 vessels of 
this category had the right to half the bounty, but the law of 
30th January last took away this privilege, and it would not 
appear as if this law, intended really to favour the mercantile 
marine, would have effect. French shipbuilding yards are very 
inferior to English ones; construction in France costs more, and 
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the difference is so great that Freuch shipowners having to choose 
between the half-bounty and the extra expense which shipbuilding 
in their own country involves, do not hesitate to give up the 
bounty. It remains to be seen, therefore, if by a temporary law 
for a few years, that is, until the time when French yards can 
compete on equal, or at any rate less unequal, terms with foreign 
ones, it would not be well to return to the system of half-bounty. 

The second means whereby the State has lent her aid consists 
in granting an annual subvention to maritime postal companies, 
and this is a really efficacious means of helping the mercantile 
marine. 

In an article published in the “Gazette de Cologne ” of the 
5th November last, it was asserted that the German Transatlantic 
fleet had been developed contemporarily with the Imperial postal 
lines, or even under the influence of the development of the latter. 
These companies, powerfully equipped, possessing a considerable 
fleet of swift vessels are, so to speak, the skeleton of a nation’s 
mercantile marine, and around them are grouped the fleet of 
smaller vessels, sailing and other. They form the means of 
opening up new outlets, and the ways of communication, and 
commercial relations with other lands. Hence the duty of the 
State to undertake part of the charges which the formation and 
development of these huge organisations necessitate, and by the 
coniribution which it makes to the expenses, attains two results 
of great importance in the furtherance of its own interests. On 
the one hand it can exact from the company receiving subventions 
(as to hours of departure, &c.), an absolute regularity in its ser- 
vices, so necessary to trade; on the other hand it has at its 
disposition an auxiliary fleet, which can be of the greatest use in 
the event of hostilities. These big vessels, capable of being 
rapidly changed into armed cruisers, serviceable alike for their 
size and speed (usually greater than that of war vessels), allow of 


the free disposition by the State of its maritime attack and 
defence forces. 
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X.—OPENING FOR PASSENGER STEAMER 
SERVICE TO BEIRA (PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA). 


A report, dated February 18 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. A. Carnegie Ross, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Beira (Portuguese East Africa), on the opening there appears 
to be for a passenger steamer service to that port. 

Mr. Ross observes in his report that the establishment of a 
good passenger steamer service between Beira and South Africa 
is of great importance to British interests (1) for the trade of the 
port, so largely in the hands of British merchants ; and (2) for 
British shipowners, as a properly organised service would be 
profitable and undoubtedly assist in preventing the shipping trade 
of the place from drifting into other hands, 

It must be observed (1) that the business connection of Beira 
with East Africa preponderates immensely over that with other 
places ; (2) there is practically no outward cargo; and (3) it is 
more important that vessels should be punctual in taking passen- 
gers away than in bringing them to Beira. There is a weekly 
service from Beira to the interior, and people going up country, 
who so wish, are not required to spend more than one week in 
the low country whereas people coming down to the coast, if they 
miss a steamer are obliged to remain doing nothing sometimes 
for three weeks in a hot and malarious climate. 

These delays often cause loss of health as well as of valuable 
time. 

In 1895 an arrangement was come to between the Cape Mail 
Companies and the German Line, and the vessels of the former 
ceased running north of Delagoa Bay. As soon as Beira was 
opened as a port all the steamers running northward made it a 
port of call, and in addition during 1893-95 the Castle Mail 
Packets Company, Limited, ran a steamer once a fortnight 
between Durban and Beira, first the steamship “ Melrose” and 
then the steamship “ Courland.” 

The services of these boats all came to an end at once, and the 
port which had really been over-supplied with regular steamers 
was suddenly abandoned to the German Line, Trade was 
rapidly increasing and those who having done good work for 
little profit in the earlier days might have had some chance of 
recouping themselves, instead of holding on a little longer, dropped 
the business entirely. 

The actual steamship service of the port is as follows :— 

(1.) The steamship “Induna,” a vessel capable of carrying 
about eight first-class passengers and as many second, runs 
between Delagoa Bay and Quilimane, calling at all ports both in 
going north and south, It does not run according to any time 
table and is poorly equipped in every way. It comes to Beira 
about once a fortnight on the way north, returning three or four 
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days later from Chinde. Sometimes it goes direct from Chinde 
to Delagoa Bay without calling at Beira. If this boat ran up to 
time and had a reasonable amount of accommodation it would help 
to fillthe gap. It has light draught and being well and boldly 
bandled loses no time in running in and out of the ports at all 
states of the tide. It belongs to the Aberdeen line of steamers. 

(2.) The steamers of the British Colonial Steam Navigation 
Company, Limited, of Messrs. Bullard, King, and Company, and 
of the Clan Line call at Beira at most irregular intervals on the 
way to India, Australia, or any other place but Europe. They 
bring passengers and cargo but are, of course, absolutely useless 
for people wishing to get home or to go to Suuth Africa. 

(3.) The British India Steam Navigation Company, Limited, 
sends a steamer once a month from Bombay to Delagoa Bay and 
back, calling on the South going voyages. It is proposed to alter 
this service so that the vessels call on both North and South 
voyages. Unfortunately these vessels call on the way South 
about the same time as the German boats. Three successive 
times it has happened that passengers after waiting for a steamer 
for three weeks have had a choice of two in the same day or 
within a couple of days of each other. 

A passenger wishing to go home northwards by this line would 
have to tranship at Zanzibar and again at Aden. The steamers 
of this Company are quite uncertain in their movements. 

(4.) The German East Africa Company’s steamers are supposed 
to call at Beira once a month going South and once going North. 
They run South to Durban. These steamers are of about three 
thousand tons. They bring a great deal of cargo fur Delagoa 
Bay, and as there are invariably delays at that port in discharging, 
it is the usual thing for them to leave Beira two or three days 
before the advertised time. The people on the coast are aware 
of this peculiarity, but travellers from the interior, timing their 
arrival in accordance with the time table, are, of course, sure to 
miss their boat and be obliged to wait a month for another. ‘The 
January boat was five days after its advertised time. The 
December, January, and February South going steamers were full 
when they arrived, but each took away from Beira some 25 first- 
class passengers aud 30 others, Oo all of these occasions the 
steamers netted some 300/. to 400/. of passage money. 

Such are the present unsuitable arrangements. What is 
required is a regular service, say, every 14 days, of a good coaster 
running between Durban and Beira, calling at the intermediate 
ports, and connecting either in Delagoa Bay or Durban with 
some line of home-going steamers. If possible, it should be made 
to call at Delagoa Bay in time to take or land overland mails and 
any passengers who may have chosen that, the quickest, route to 
Beira. 

The want of a regular periodical communication is acutely felt 
by all classes of the community, and it is highly probable that the 
Mozambique Company on having a proper scheme by a respon- 
sible company presented to them would be willing to pay a 
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subsidy for the conveyance of mails between Delagoa Bay and 
Beira. 

The following table shows the progress of the passenger trade 
since Beira was opened as a port :— 

The figures are taken from official returns. ’ 


| 
Six Months of | Passengers Arrived. Left. 
1892 | 685 280 
1893 1,417 914 
1894 1,098 893 
1895 


1,216 845 


XI.—THE INDUSTRIES OF VALPARAISO.* 


For some time past the Sociedad de Fomento Fabril (Society 
for the promotion of manufactures) has been engaged in the 
compilation of departmental industrial statistics, and a copy has 
recently been issued of those relating to the Department of 
Valparaiso. It appears that the number of industrial establish- 
ments in the Department is 417, concerning which the following 
statistics are given :— 


Value of the raw material consumed in 1895 $20,057,573 


Number of operatives - - - 12,616 
Do. machines - - 2,203 
Do. steam engines - . ~ 162 
Horse power of do. - - 1,766 
Cost of fuel per diem - - - $3,642,065 
Number of lights - - - 4,822 


The rate of progress in the establishment of industries is given 
as uuder : 


Number of industries founded previously to 1870 58 


From 1870 to 1880 - - 56 
Do. 1880 to 1890 «. 472 
Do. 1890 to 1895 - - - 131 

Total - - 417 


With respect to the classification of these industries, 51, 
returned as “alimentary,” consumed in 1895 raw material. of 
the value of 8,124,245 dols., and gave employment to 1,527 
workmen. Of this class of industries the sugar refinery at 
Viiia del Mar occupies the first place. It contains 150 
machines operated by steam, 20 steam and four gas engines, 
aggregating 500 horse-power, and furnishes employment to 500 


* Based on an article in the “ Chilian Times.” 
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operatives. Its annexes are’described as “a factory of animal 
“ charcoal, a distillery, and a gasworks for lighting the refinery 
“ and also the town.” 

The refinery does not appear to have been always in prosperous 
circumstances, but under its present able management, it seems, 
at length, to have turned the corner, and embarked on an 
era of prosperity. Of the other industries that are included 
in the same classification as the refinery, the report says but 
little. Bakers want more power over their workmen; biscuit 
makers, and chocolate manufacturers want higher duties on the 
imported articles; while the vermicelli men want the Govern- 
ment, by subsidies or otherwise, to procure them such freights as 
will enable them to export their products to Panama and Central 
America. 

The next heading relates to lighting and does not include Viiia 
del Mar gasworks. The two Valparaiso gssworks have 
amalgamated since the report was published. Together they 
consumed raw material to the value of 424,000 dols. in 1895, 
and they employed 150 workmen. The value of the production 
of the old company in 1894 was 739,424 dols.; and the cost of 
the electric lighting plant of this company is given at 132,000 
dols. Of the coal consumed native figured for 69,000 dols., and 
foreign for 355,000 dols. Of the persons employed 12 were 
foreigners and 138 Chilians. The highest monthly wage paid 
is given at 500 dols., and the lowest at 100 dols.; whilst the 
highest daily is four dols., and the lowest 1 dol. 20 cents. 
Next after lighting comes La fabricacion de Bebidas, and under 
this heading there are included breweries, mineral and «rated 
waters, liquors, ice, &c. Ten factories and two deposits are 
classified. The value of the material consumed is given at 
991,178 dols., and the number of persons employed at 359. 
The most important of these establishments is the Fabrica 
Nacional de Cerveza. This concern was formed by the amal- 
gamation, in 1890, of Plagemann and Co., of Valparaiso, and the 
Fabrica de Cerveza de San Francisco de Limache. The former 
establishment is now used as a depdét, and for malting and ice 
making, whilst the brewing is done at the latter. The company 
is domiciled in Valparaiso, and that is, perhaps, the reason why 
this concera is included in the Department of Valparaiso, but, in 
reality, the brewery belongs to the Department of J.imache. 
The capital of this concern is given at 1,124,638 dols.; a year’s 
sales at 567,903 dols.; a year’s profits at 114,315 dols.; and a 
year’s wages at 75,318 dols. Of the liquor, mineral and erated 
waters factories little or no information is vouched except that 
they want more patronage from consumers and more protection 
against the imported articles. Of carriage and cart building 
establishmente, exclusive of the large general concern of Hardie 
and Co., there are two, employing 83 hands, and consuming 
43,000 dols. worth of raw material. 

Next come saw mills, furniture factories, and establishments 
in which wood is used up. ‘There are 57 of these establish- 
ments employing 764 hands, and working up raw material of 
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the value of 1,473,492 dols. The owners of these establishments 
want protection in a variety of forms, such as, for instance, 
increased duties on imported articles; better railway service, 
and lower rates; repression of drunkenness among workmen, &c. 
After these establishments come the mechanical industries, 
which are the most important of all. There have been 
classified 59 establishments, employing 2,614 hands, and working 
up raw material of the value of 2,456,250 dols. Among these 
establishments are the extensive and well-known concern of 
Balfour, Lyon and Co.; Hardie and Co.; Lever, Murphy and 
Co.; and Morrison and Co. The first-mentioned firm, it is said, 
employ 600 hands, possess 83 machines, and have five steam 
engines aggregating 100 horse-power. Hardie and Co. give em- 
ployment to 500 hands, and they possess 62 machines, an 
80-horse steam engine, &c. Lever, Murphy and Co. employ 
in their two works 600 hands, and they have 160 machines of 
different kinds, and seven steam engines aggregating 125 horse- 
power. No returns are given of Morrison and Co. A revision of 
the Customs tariff in favour of all the industries in this classifica- 
tion is insisted upon, and the report concludes thus: “ The con- 
“ dition of the working man occupies the attention of Valparaiso 
“ manufacturers. They consider it to be necessary to educate the 
working classes, and to improve their habits and manner of living, 
and they propose as a means to this end the constructicn of 
healthy dwellings, and a restriction of the sale of alcoholic 
beverages together with the exercise of proper vigilance over 
their manufacture.” 
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XII.—THE ECONOMIC CONDITION OF: 
ABYSSINIA. 


It is astonishing what an unimportant economic role Abyssinia 
has played for centuries past, when from other points of view 
she has shown herself to be not a little remarkable ; for it may be 
said that this East African Switzerland, as it has been called, 
has never exhibited that increase in wealth which is seen in all 
other countries in their progress towards a civilisation, however 
rudimentary. Although emerged from barbarism for many 
centuries, the Abyssinians, Gallas, and Shoans do less trade and 
develop fewer industries than the ancient Visigoths, who were 
infinitely more a nation of warriors. From the times of antiquity 
to the present day one has still to learn, says a writer in the 
“Economiste Francais,” what amount of industrial products 
have been exported by Ethiopia outside her boundaries, although 
the industries have existed from a very remote age. The country 
has never been known to have any foreign trade under any 
form, and still remains somewhat of an economic enigma. The 
few inhabitants, who are traders, and who have been held in 
subjection so long, have not yet received their freedom as did 
similar communities of the Middle Ages, and this may be taken 
as one explanation of the meagre development of Abyssinia up | 
to the present day. 

Other explanations are not hard to find. One, not the least 
important, arises from the fact that the country is almost im- 
penetrable from the sea, the natural route for all economic 
developments, especially at the present day. Abyssinia has thus 
been perpetually shut out, or rather “ walled up,” and this condition 
of affairs does not seem yet on the point of change. Such impene- 
trability is not only maritime, it is also fluvial, the country being 
altogether deprived of that water transport which plays such 
an important part in commercial transactions and industrial 
enterprises. Finally, what may be styled the Abyssinian litoral, 
with the exception of the portion which has fallen to Ras Kasar 
and of the French possessions, is occupied by Mohammedans, 
Arabs, and Somali, who forbid the Abyssinians access to this 
maritime zone. These are more than enough reasons in explanation 
of the negative progress of the country from an economic point 
of view. 

The elements of wealth are not, however, wanting. The 
country has an area of about 400,000 square kilometres (154,400 
square miles), and contains a population reckoned at about 
3,000,000. Including Shoa, the southern part, which has an area 
almost double that of France, the area is equal to that of many 
of the most important European countries. The population is 
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most hardy and, though not as yet numerous, increasing. Shoa 
appears to be the richest part, and is essentially an agricultural 
and pastoral country. 

The products of Abyssinia, including Tigré, Amhara, and Shoa 
have a certain importance in spite of an imperfect exploitation 
and impossible trade outlets. The chief productions are gold, 
iron, cotton, coffee, cane-sugar, &c. The gold deposits are said 
to be of considerable extent. 

Erythrea, the Italian colony to the north and east of Abyssinia, 
includes the coastal belt of Ras Kasar and the more distant parts, 
as far as the Abyssinian frontier and the boundary line fixed by 
the Treaty of 15th April 1891. Its area is about 247,300 square 
kilometres (95,400 square miles), with a population of about 
450,000 inhabitants, of which the chief.town, Massowah, contains 
about 16,000. 

On the Indian Ocean, the portion of the coast of Somaliland, 
between the mouth of the Youba river and the eighth degree of 
north latitude, is under an Italian protectorate. The ports 
belonging to the Sultan of Zanzibar have been placed, since the 
16th July 1893, under the administration of the Italian authorities 
for a period of three years with, according to recent consular 
reports, a most favourable result. 

To the west, the sphere of Italian influence has been limited by 
treaties concluded in 1891 with England. The total extent of 
country over which Italy exercises any kind of infiuence, including 
the French and English coastal belts and those parts on the Gulf 
of Aden and to the N.E. of Somaliland which have been aban- 
doned, amounts to about 1,651,820 square kilometres (637,600 
square miles). 

The trade of Massowah has developed since the year 1892, the 
average importation by land and sea being of a value of 10,903,015 
lire (436,1212), including precious metals to the value of 416,162 
lire (16,6461.) 

In these Ethiopian regions two opposing influences are actually 
at work with regard to the economic development of the country, 
the one being in favour of progress, the other in favour of the 
status quo. General interest would demand the triumph of Latin, 
that is to say, foreign influence, which indeed in the past and 
under the Jewish form has made Abyssinia what she is. The 
soldiers and clergy, in fact, belong to a race of immigrants, the 
traders and cultivators to the primitive stock. 
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XIII.—INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION IN JAPAN.* 


Japan is becoming less and less dependent upon foreign nations 
for the necessities and comforts of life, and is making her own 
goods with the greatest skill and ingenuity. Since their release 
from the exclusive policy of the feudal lords, the people bave 
studied the methods of all civilized nations, and have adopted 
from each those which seem to them the most suitable for their 
own purposes and convenience. ‘They have found one thing in 
Switzerland, another in Sweden, another in England, others in 
Germany, France, and the United States, and have rejected what 
is of no value to them as readily as they have adopted those 
things which are to their advantage. The Japanese workinan 
can make anything he hasever seen. His ingenuity is astonishing. 
Give him a piece of complicated mechanism—a watch or an elec- 
trical apparatus—and he will reproduce it exactly,‘and set it 
running without instructions. He can imitate any process and 
copy any pattera or design more accurately and skilfully than 
any other race in the world. It is that faculty which has enabled 
Japan to make such rapid progress, and will place her soon among 
the great manufacturing nations of the world. 

Tt was only 40 years ago that the ports of Japan were forcibly 
opened to foreign commerce. It was only 28 years ago that the 
first labour-saving machine was set up within the limits of that 
empire. Now the exports and imports exceed 23,958,000/. 

The industrial revolution that is now going on in Japan is quite 
as remarkable as the political revolution that occurred there 
30 years ago, and equally important to the rest of the world. 
Until recently all the manufacturing done in Japan has been in 
the households, and 95 per cent. of the skilled labour is still 
carried on in the homes of the people, and in a measure inde- 


pendent of the conditions that govern wage-workers in other 
lands. The weaver has his loom in his own house, and his wife, 
sons, and daughters take their turn at it during the day. It has 
always been the custom for children to follow the trade of their 
parents. 

The finest brocades, the choicest silks, the most artistic por- 
celain, cloisonné, and lacquer work are done under the roofs of 
humble cottages, and the compensation has heretofore been 
governed usually by the quality of the piece produced. 

In the olden times the feudal lord, or daimio, who ruled a 
particular province, was always expected to purchase the highest 
grades of industrial art that were produced in his jurisdiction, 
and if he did not wish them they were sold to some of his sub- 


* Based on a report by Mr. W. E. Curtis, made from personal observations in 
Japan in 1895, and published in the “ Bulletin of the Department of Labour ” of the 
United States. 
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ordinates who had money to invest in such luxuries; but now there 
are middlemen who stand between the artisans and the public 
markets, and buy for both the local and the export trades, taking 
all sorts of goods and disposing of them wherever they can do so to 
the best advantage. These middlemen are the same who used to 
handle similar wares during the days of the daimios, and their 
fathers followed the same business before them. The relations 
between the producer and his agent have gone on for centuries in 
the same family, and the weaver sells his brocades to the great- 
grandson of the merchant who bought his great-grandfather's 
product. When a large order is to be placed, say, for 1,000 lacquer 
trays or 10,000 embroidered shawls, the middleman distributes it 
among the families of his acquaintance who are in the habit of 
doing such work. If they are poor he advances them money and 
furnishes them with materials. He is usually their banker, and they 
keep an open account with him, being credited for whatever they 
furnish and charged with whatever money or supplies he gives 
them. If they get a little ahead he advises them in making 
investments, and acts as a friend and counsel in financial affairs. 
The relations between these commission men and their ciients 
have nothing to resemble them among the working classes of 
Europe or America, They are the outgrowth of the feudal 
system, and to the credit of Japan it may be said that the con- 
fidence which the working people have placed in their agents has 
seldom been betrayed. There has not been a fixed price for 
anything except the staples of the country, but the producers 
have relied upon the middlemen to represent their interests and 
get as good prices as possible for their wares, just as a large real 
estate owner depends upon his agents to rent and sell his property 
to advantage. 

It will be seen that under this system organisations for the 
purpose of affecting wages and hours of work have not been 
practicable in Japan, but guilds have been known for several 
centuries, and were introduced by the Dutchmen who occupied the 
island of Deshima, in the harbour of Nagasaki, the western-most 


port of Japan. During the 400 years that the policy of isolation 
and exclusion was enforced in Japan, these Dutchmen were the 
only foreigners with whom the inhabitants of the country were 
allowed to communicate, and the few modern ideas that filtered 
into the country came through them. 

The guild or association of men who are engaged in the same 
kind of employment which originated in Holland was readily 
accepted in Japan, and long before the country was open to 
foreign commerce this system included all trades and occupations. 
The silk growers and silk buyers, the men who raise tea and 
those who sell it, the spinners and weavers, artists and decorators, 
carpenters, screen makers, confectioners, peddlers, doctors, 
lawyers, merchants, and even thieves have had guilds to promote 
their mutual interests. Among the mechanics and tradesmen 
the guilds have often been extended to include life insurance 
and aid to those who are ill or infirm, like mutual benefit societies 
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of other countries. Assessments were made upon the living to 
pay the doctors who have attended the sick and the undertakers 
who have buried the dead. 

There have been but two strikes in Japan. One of these 
occurred among a railway construction gang, who were hired for 
certain wages to work six days a week, and were required to 
work seven without additional compensation. When their pro- 
tests were unheeded they laid down their tools, and appealed to 
the police authorities for the enforcement of the law which makes 
six days a week’s labour, and provides that no employé of the 
Government or any corporation or private individual shall be 
compelled to work more than six days in a week without extra 
compensation. Sunday is the usual day of rest in Japan. Its 
selection is not due to law nor to religious scruples, but to public 
convenience and, perhaps, out of respect to foreign nations. 
When what is known as the six-day law was passed the Govern- 
ment set the example by closing its offices on Sunday, and all 
other institutions followed suit. That law was originally suggested 
for sanitary reasons. 

The second strike in Japan occurred in Tokio in the summer 
of 1895. A party of bricklayers engaged in building a factory 
near Tokio had their hours of labour extended from 12 to 13, 
because of a desire on the part of the management to complete 
the job and start the machinery as soon as possible. The men 
did not object to this increase of time, but asked a corresponding 
advance of wages, and, as the contractor refused, they left work. 
He got other bricklayers to take their places, but they were 
induced to abandon him also, and as he persisted in his refusal 
to do what the men considered simple justice, it was decided to 
send emissaries to all the other bricklayers in the city, and ask them 
to join in a sympathetic strike. Public sentiment was aroused by 
the disturbance, and the contractor who caused the trouble finally 
compromised with his men and went back to 12 hours’ work for 
12 hours’ pay. 

The ancient system of household labour is being rapidly over- 
turned by the introduction of modern methods and machinery. 
The older artisans are offering a vain resistance, and cannot be 
drawn from their antique looms and forges by any inducement 
that has yet been offered ; but the younger generations are rapidly 
acquiring a knowledge of the use and value of labour-saving 
machinery, and factories are being built in all parts of the empire. 
The greatest progress thus far has been made in cotton —s 
and weaving, but several iron mills have been established, an 
machine shops are springing up all over the country. In four 

ears the new treaties go into effect, when foreigners will be 
allowed to engage openly in manufacturing enterprises. Then 
their capital and experience will give a decided stimulus to 
mechanical industry, and the increase in the productive power of 
Japan will be even more rapid than now. 

The first manufactory established in Japan was a cetton mill, 
down in the south-western corner of the empire, in the province 
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of Satsuma, which has produced the best pottery and some of the 
greatest men. Prince Shimazu was its patron, Having learned 
something of modern arts and sciences from the Dutchmen who 
were allowed to remain on the island of Deshima, he started a 
laboratory on his estates, in which he learned telegraphy, photo- 
graphy, and how to make glass, coke, and gas for illuminating 
purposes. A few years later he built a factory near his summer 
villa, which was half arsenal and half iron foundry. He made 
guns there and other articles of iron, and experimented with 
explosives. 

All the work in both institutions was conducted under his 
personal supervision, with the assistance of Dutch chemists. From 
these he heard that much could be learned about such matters 
from books; so he started a retainer to Nagasaki, charged with 
the duty of securing whatever books on chemistry, natural 

ionghe, and other scientific subjects could be bought or 
Canaan and an order was left with a merchant at Deshima 
to procure for him a copy of every scientific publication that was 
issued. In this way a considerable library accumulated, and the 
books were translated to the prince, as fast as they came, by a 
schoolmaster who had learned English at Deshima, and whose 
services were secured. 

One of the books contained a description of the Arkwright 
spinning jenny, and the prince was so fascinated that he lost no 
time in ordering a machine through the Dutchmen. When it 
came and was set in operation, he decided to introduce it 
among his people as a substitute for the old-fashioned spinning 
wheel. He built a stone factory, and set up a plant of 3,030 
spindles, at a cost of 30,000 yen (about 3,125/), in a 
suburb of Kagashima. The machines were throstles and mules 
made by Platt and Bro., of Bradford, who sent an English 
engineer over to set them up and educate the operatives. The 
prince treated him like an equal, built him a fine large stone 
house, which is now the high-schoul building at Kagoshima, 
surrounded him with luxuries of every kind, and paid him a 
handsome salary. As the enterprise was not intended for profit, 
but for the purpose of introducing the art of spinning among the 
people, everything was conducted on a most elaborate and 
expensive scale, and the yarns produced were of superior quality. 

The next factory was set up by Mr. Kajima, of Tokio, in 1867, 
while the country was still disturbed by the war. It originally 
had but 720 spindles, but now works 82,000, and is the largest 
in the empire These were the only factories in Japan until 
1879, when the Government undertook to encourage such 
enterprises, and established two well-equipped plants in different 
parts of the country, to educate operatives and demonstrate the 
superiority of modern machinery. It set up four more in 1880, 
four in 1881, one in 1882, another in 1883, and still another in 
1884, They served their purpose, made machine-spinning popular, 
and have since been handed over to private companies who are 
working them with great profit. 
c2 
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The industry has grown so rapidly that, according to statistics 
gathered by the Osaka Board of Trade, there are now 61 factories 
in operation, with 580,564 spindles, employing 8,899 men and 
29,596 women. ‘The factories in course of construction, and 
which will be in operation during the present year, will bring the 
total number of spindles up to 819,115. Thirty-seven of these 
factories are at Osaka; the largest in the empire has 82,000 
spindles and the sinallest 1,136. There are four with more than 
50,000 spindles, and 13 with more than 25,000. 

Most of the raw cotton used in Japan comes from India and the 
United States, but very little is shipped direct from the latter 
country. The import statistics do not disclose this trade, it is 
merged with that of Great Britain, 

The first genuine foreign factory to be established in Japan is 
the Osaka Tokei Seizo Kubushiki Kwaisha, familiarly known as 
the American Watch Company. It was started on Ist January, 
1895, and turned out its first finished watch on 10th April. The 
organizer and promoter of this company was Mr. A. H. Butler, 
of San Diego, California, who took an outfit of watch-making 
machinery to Japan, and induced a number of jewellers and watch 
dealers in Osaka to furnish 33,000/. capital to pay the cost of a 
building and the running expenses of the business, 

The highest wages paid to the skilled native workmen in the 
factory are only 40 sen a day, which is equivalent to 10d. in 
English money. The lowest wages are 10 sen (24d.) a day. 
The capacity of the factory when fully in operation will be 150 
watches a day, and owing to the low price of labour, they can be 
sold with a profit for 50 per cent less than the market price in 
Western countries. 

Embroidery women, who make the work that is so much 
prized by Americans and Europeans for decorative ‘po 
seldom receive more than 74d. or 10d. a day in English money, 
although in any other land they would be estimated as artists. 

Investments are as safe in Japan as anywhere else in the world, 
although there is comparatively little foreign capital represented. 
All the railroads, which now represent a total of about 
3,000 miles and a capital of 15,625,000/., were built with 
local money. No money was borrowed abroad, and there are 
very few shares or bonds of Japanese corporations held by foreiga 
investors. At the same time the people are not rich, There are 
very few men of large fortunes, It is said there are only two 
millionaires in Japan. One made his money in coal mining and 
the other is the principal owner of a great steamship company, 
which has 100 vessels in its service and a monopoly of the 
coasting trade. But there are many men with small fortunes, 
and although wages are very low nobody is very poor. There is 
not an almshouse in the entire country, and you never see a 
beggar in the streets. Occasionally some poor leper stretches out 
his hand as you enter one of the gilded temples, but there is not 
a country in Europe or America so free from street begging as 
Japan. 
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There is no protection for foreign patents in Japan, but an 
article or instrument or machine that comes into the country or 
that is seen abroad may be manufactured without interference or 
the payment of royalty ; but no Japanese can obtain a payment 
upon a foreign invention. He must show that his idea is not 
only original in Japan, but original with him, and if it appears. 
thereafter that he is mistaken, or has practised a deception, his 
patent is cancelled. The processes and implements used in all 
the industries of Japan have been inherited from generations far 
removed, and nearly all of those recently adopted are copied from. 
foreign models. 

While the Japanese will soon be able to furnish themselves. 
with all they use and wear and eat without assistance from 
foreign nations, they will be compelled to buy machinery and raw 


material, particularly cotton and iron. Therefore, foreign sales 
will be practically limited to those articles, and, in addition, the 
market for machinery will be limited as to time. The Japanese 
will buy a great deal within the next few years, almost every- 
thing in the way of labour-saving apparatus, but they are already 
beginning to make their own machinery, and in a short time will 
be independent of foreign nations in that respect also. Another 
important fact—a very important fact—is that they will buy only 


one outfit of certain machinery: this they will copy, and supply 
all future demands themselves. They will go on until the new 
treaties take effect, when foreign patents will be protected. 

They have very little wood-working machinery, and very little 
shoe-making machinery, for the people do not wear shoes. The 
same is true of knitting machinery, for they do not wear hosiery. 
Probably not more than 20,000 out of the 41,388,313 people 
who compose the population of Japan wear shoes and stockings ; 
90 per cent. go barefooted and barelegged—women, children, and. 
men protecting their feet from the stones by wooden and straw 
sandals. The higher classes have the same sort of foot-gear, but 
it is made in a more finished manner, and they wear little cloth 
affairs that they call “ tabis” upon their feet. These are made. 
of white or blue cotton, and do not go above the ankle-bone. 
At the same time the use of shoes and hosiery is increasing, and 


the people will grow into it as they have grown into other foreign. 


notions, 

The Japanese make all the woodwork about their houses by 
hand, and most of their houses are entirely of wood. They are 
very skilful in all kinds of cabinet and joiner work, Their hand-. 
made tools are well adapted for doing close work, and are kept 
very sharp; besides, they give a great deal more labour and 
patience to an article than foreign carpenters and cabinet makers, 
You never see scratches from nicked tools on their planed work. 
''hey use very few nails, but mortise almost everything. It is 
usually so well done that it is difficult to detect the joints, except 
by the grain, and it lasts for ever. Some of their ships are made 
without a bit of iron in their composition—everything is. 
mortised. 
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Every variety of agriculture is carried on, and the soil is in 
constant use. A couple of acres is considered a large tract of land 
for farming purposes. Most of the farms are of smaller area, and 
the crops are greatly diversified. Upon such a little spot of land 
will be grown almost everything known to the vegetable king- 
dom—a few square feet of wheat, barley, corn, and millet ; a plat 
of beans perhaps 10 feet wide by 20 feet long, an equal amount 
of potatees and peas, and a patch of onions, about as big as a 
grave; beets, lettuce, turnips, sweet potatoes, and other varieties 
of cereals and roots occupy the rest of the area. 

The farmer looks up on his growing crop every morning, just as 
an engineer will inspect the movements of his machinery, and if 
anything is wrong remedies it. If a weed appears in the bean 
patch he pulls it up; if a hill of potatoes or anything else fails it 
is immediately replanted. And when he cuts down a tree he 
always plants another to take its place. The artificial forests of 
Japan cover many hundreds of square miles, and by this accuracy, 
economy, and care tke prosperity of the country is permanently 
assured. As one crop is harvested the soil is worked over, 
fertilized, and replanted with something else. 

The largest area of agricultural land in Japan is devoted to 
raising rice, perhaps as much as nine-tenths of the whole, and as 
that crop requires a great deal of water, the paddy-fields are 
banked up into terraces, one above the other, and divided off into 
little plats 25 or 30 feet square, with ridges of earth between 
them to keep the water from flowing away when they are flooded. 
All farming lands are irrigated by a system that is a thousand 
years old. Some of the ditches are walled up with bamboo 
wickerwork and some with tiles and stone. 

The official statistics of Japan show that there are 11,400,008 
men and 10,948,053 women engaged in agriculture, which is 
nearly one-half the total population. 

The working men of Japan have no reason to complain that 
the women do not carry their half of the load. Whatever may 
be the position of the gentler sex in the household, although she 
is not allowed to hold property or share in the responsibilities 
that are usually divided between husbands and wives in Western 
countries, she is at least admitted to an equality with men when 
there is any hard work to be done. 

Silk and tea, the two chief exports of Japan, are raised almost 
entirely by the labour of women, and in the mechanical arts she 
appears to participate equally in the labour, although she gets 
little or none of the credit. Her deft fingers fashion many of the 
choicest pieces of cloisonné and the ceramics, and in the decora- 
tion of lacquer that which comes from her hands is equal and 
often superior to the work of men; she weaves mats and other 
articles of straw ; she braids bambvo baskets, and a thousand-and- 
one other articles that are made from that useful tree ; she goes 
out with her husband in fishing boats and dries and salts the 
catch he brings home; she assists in house-building and cabinet- 
making, and in various other occupations which in the Western 
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countries are not considered suitable to her sex. She does almost 
everything that man can do quite as well and as rapidly as he, 
although her wages in every employment are only a little more 
than half of his. She is always present in the shops and stores, 
usually as bookkeeper and cashier. Some of the largest stores 
are managed by women, and a few are owned by them. And, 
although the laws and social regulations of the country prohibit 
it, sometimes you find a woman whose force of character defies 
both courts and customs, and directs the financial affairs and the: 
business of her family as well as the matters that pertain to the 
household. 

_ With reference to more recent developments of Japanese 
industries, the “Japan Weekly Mail” publishes, in a recent 
number, the profit and loss account for the last six months of 
1895 of most of the spinning factories of Japan, the rate per 
spindle of the leading factories being also given. The following 
table shows the figures :— 


we Profit for the last Profit per 
Half-Year. Spindle. 
Yen. Yen. 

Koriyama spinning factory - - - 36,345 °887 6°761 
Himeji spinning factory - - 22,242°706 5°388 
Kishiwada spinning factory - - 58,529 406 5°255 
Owari spinning factory - - - 75,552°494 4°808 
Sakaye spinning factory - - - 25,542 °369 4°751 
Wakayama spinning factory - 51,053 °953 4°629 
Uwajima spinning factory - - - 19,381°630 4°453 
Settsu spinning factory - - - 155,294°199 4°395 
Hirano spinning factory = - - 120,322° 841 4°388 
Iyospinning factory - - 22,817°937 4°257 
Miye spinning factory - - - 204,860°988 3°984 
Fuyuma spinning factory 30,236°176 3°936 
Shimozuke spinning factory - 18,020°619 3-929 
Amagasaki spinning factory - - 101,132°869 3°746 
Meiji spinning factory - - 27,363 °806 3°555 
Kamagafuchi spinning factory - 147,357 °105 3° 432 
Osaka spinning factory - - - 188,383 ° 806 3°403 
Tokyo spinning factory - - . 78,374° 346 3°393 
Kurashiki spinning factory - - - 49,949°551 3°233 
Fukushima spinning factory 35,149 289 3-032 
Kofu spinning factory - . - 6,166°444 2°987 
Senshiu spinning factory . 54,005°* 912 2°785 
Miike spinning factory - 55,802 °874 2°691 
Okayama spinning factory - - 48,360°911 2°507 
Naniwa spinning factory - - - 56,316°743 2°231 
Tamashima spinning factory - - 30,920° 489 2°206 
Asahi spinning factory - - - 30,624° 261 2°052 
Hiroshima spinning factory - - 10,524°774 1°855 
Noda spinning factory ~ - 7,252°781 1°453 
Average profit per spindle - - 3°561 


It will be seen, says the “Shogyo,” from which the above 
figures are taken, that the profit per spindle ranged from 6°761 yen 
to 1:435 yen, and that the average profit at the factories cited 
was as high as 3°561 yen. Japanese spinners are certainly to be 
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congratulated on such success. No wonder that capitalists are 
eager to embark in this enterprise. During the last six months 
of 1895 the price of the raw material and that of coal, as well as- 
the wages ot mechanics, were comparatively low, yet the market 
price of yarns rose steadily, reaching, at the beginning of winter, 
a figure without precedent in recent years. The table given 
below shows the cost of raw material and labour, as well as the 
price of yarns, for the two months of July and December of last 
year :— 


— December. July. 

Cotton (per 100 catties) :— | Yen. Yen. 
Broach - - 21°95 18°50 
Pachora - - - - 20°50 17°75 
Middle quality - - - - 26°40 22°30 
T’ung ginned - 24°15 19°25 
Shanghai ginned - ~ - 23°50 18°35 
Coal (per 10,000 Ib.) - - - 17°31 16°01 
Wages, per day :— Sen. Sen. 
Male mechanics, average = - - - 18°14 18°05 
Female mechanics, average = - - - 10°30 9°83 
Yen. Yen. 
Yarns (per bale) - 93°240 81°80 


A glance at the table shows at once why the spinning industry 
proved so successful during the second half of 1895. Whether 
similar success can be attained during the present half-year cannot 
be predicted with any certainty. The price of raw material and 
the wages of mechanics show an upward tendency. 
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XIV.—TRADE OF THE CAPE COLONY IN AGRI- 
CULTURAL PRODUCE IN 1895. 


The Cape “ Agricultural Journal” in a recent issue publishes 
some details as to the Colony’s trade in agricultural produce in ; 
the year 1895 as compared with 1894, taken from Customs 4 
Returns published iu the “ Government Gazette.” 

The following table shows the quantity and value of the principal 
articles of agricultural produce exported from Cape Colony during 


the year 1895 as compared with 1894. 


1894. 1895. i 
Agricultural Produce Exported. i 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. | Value. 
£ 
Aloes = « - Lbs. 515,513 2,780 494,294 2,528 
Argol 81,821 1,320 161,040 2,176 
Corn, grain, and meal - 2,631,943 6,199 | 2,451,587 6,529 
Feathers (ostrich) ,, 350,404 | 477,414 353,626 | 527,742 
152,474 6,886 | 225,336 | 11,392 
Hair, viz, Angora - 10,003,173 | 421,248 | 11,090,449 | 710,867 
No. 287,803 | 78,264 275,305 | 111,990 
-{ Lbs. | 5,855,485 | 6,296,508 |  — 
Horns , » No. 467,122 8,579 425,792 7,641 
Horses - . 85 1,714 79 1,730 \ 
1,619,358 | 111,825 | 1,417,749 | 116,422 
-{ Lbs. | 5,164,407} 4,435,655 — 
No. | 3,378,589 | 229,122 | 3,511,017 | 246,986 
P Lbs. | 14,912,293 16,213,058 
Spirits (all sorts) - Galls 11,666 2,898 16,379 4,040 
Wine - 85,132 18,908 89,563 | 20,289 
Wool, sheeps’ : 
; Bales. 14,122 129,435 10,779 826 
Fleece-washed -4 3,615,858 | 2,967,237 | 
Bales. 68,784 | 625,693 72,774 | 616,256 
“1 Lbs. | 12,612,588 13,040,173 
G Bales. 105,776 | 844,504 136,300 | 983,838 
“1 Lbs. | 38,112,331 49,625,203 { 
2,969,344 3,470,793 
The total exports for the year 1895 amounted to— 
Agricultural produce - 7 - 38,470,793 
Copper ore - - - 216,507 
Diamonds’ - - - - 4,775,016 
Gold - - - - 17,975,637 
Dried fish - 10,650 
Ivory - - - 2,022 
Sundries unenumerated 126,531 
16,577,157 
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The increase in the value of last year’s exports of agricultural 
produce, amounting to 501,449 above that of 1894, is due chiefly 
to the improvement in ostrich feathers, mohair, wool, and goat and 
sheep skins. 

There was at the beginning of the year a large quantity of 
wool awaiting export at the ports of the Colony, and the moving 
off of this surplus may account for some of the increase in this 
year’s exportation; but still the increase in quantity is very 
satisfactory, especially when account is taken of the severe 
droughts and other drawbacks to sheep farming. 

Unfortunately, as may be seen from the above table, there is not 
an increase in value proportionate with the increased weight. 

The increases in the values of mohair and ostrich feathers are 
most satisfactory features in the export table. The value of the 
two together make up a total amount of more than three-fourths 
the value of our wool export. 

The growth of these two industries, both comparatively new, 
may account in some good degree for the slow increase in the 
wool export on the average over the last 20 years. 

The capital prices now obtainable for mohair may not be main 
tained in the future, but there is no doubt that there is an 
increasing demand for this textile fibre, caused by the greater 
number of uses and manufactures to which it is now applied. 
The total quantity of mohair now supplied by all the Angora 
farmers of the world does not probably exceed twenty-five million 
pounds, while the wool-clip of the world will exceed two thousand 
million five hundred thousand pounds, or one hundred times as 
much. It is not over-production the Angora farmers have to 
fear but a change in the fashions. 

The total value of the imports of agricultural produce into 


Cape Colony in 1895 was 929,030/, as against 672,710/. in 


1894, or an increase of 260,711/. The principal increases are in 
wheat (69,168/.), spirits of all sorts (52,9152), wine (48,355/.), 
and cigars (37,402/.). 

With the exception of a decrease in the value of chicory (2437.), 
and of flour (4,238), there is an increase in all imported articles 
of farm produce. A decrease in flour is more than made up by 
the increased importation of wheat, and it is to be feared that 
from the failure of crops through drought and locusts over large 
areas of the Colony, the imports of 1896 may show a still higher 


figure. 
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No. Articles. Duty. 
Dols. cts. 
1260-| Lamps of copper and its alloys, put together or in pieces 
61 whether gilt or not, silvered or nickelled, gross weight - | Kilos. 0 60 
1262 | Pencil cases of copper or its alloys or white metal of all 
kinds, with or without pencil, with weight of package - ” 2 0 
1273 | Handles of copper or its alloys, or white metal, of all 
kinds, though they have glass or porcelain, with or 
without bolts, with weight of package - - e 0 60 
1277 | Medallions or bas reliefs of copper or its alloys of all 
classes for the rosettes of ceilings or other places in 
the house, silvered, or with of 
. package - ” 0 70 
1282 | Springs of copper or its alloys of all kinds, for furniture, 
with weight of package - - ~ 2 2 
1302 | Purses of copper or its alloys, with weight of package - » 2 0 
1305 | Tacks of copper or brass, gross weight - » 0 50 
1309 | Lamps of copper or its alleys or white metal of all classes, 
gross weight - » 60 
1315 | Watches of all kinds of metal, not gold or platinum, not 
repeaters - Each 0 1 
1318 | Castors of copper or its alloys for furniture, gross weight - - | Kilos. 0 50 
1326 | Tacks of copper or brass though the spike be of iron, up » 
24 millimetres long, gross weight - 6 
SEcTION 9. 
Articles of Wood and Wood and Iron. 
1362 | Busts and half-relief of wood or its imitation when its |. 
nett weight does not exceed 10 kilos, each, with weight 
1362 | Busts of half-relief of wood or its imitation when its 
weight exceeds 10 kilos each, with weights of package - » & £ 
1389 | Wooden staves for casks or barrels, gross weight - - ed 0 03 
1393 | Wooden statues, when their net weight does not exceed 
10 kilos. each, with weight of package - - i 2 Oo 
Wooden portable steps, though part iron, gross weight - one 0 10 
1394 | Wooden statues, weight (nett) Smeg, 10 kilos. each, 
with weight of package - és 1 Oo 
1396 | Wooden figures, weight not over 10 kilos. each, with 
weight of package 2 
1397 | The same nett weight over 10 kilos. each, with weight of 
1403 | Frames of wood, put tegether or in ‘gicenn, of “all classes 
and signs, whether gilt, silvered, bronzed, varnished, or 
painted, or containing ornaments of other material, 
gross weight - - - 0 50 
SxcTIon 10. 
Articles of Leather and Hides. 
1451 | Trunks and portmanteaus of leather or lined with leather, 
without straps, with or without metal ornaments, of 
at least 40 centimetres inside, with weg 
package » 0 75 
1454 | Leather bags for travelling, with weight of package - ms Ss «6 
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No. Articles. Duty. 
1469 | Belts of leather, or part leather, for sportsmen and tra- Dols. cts. 
vellers, made specially to carry cartridges and money, ; 

with weight of package - Kilo. 1 0 

1469 | Leather belts, with or without buckles not of silver or 
gold, with weight of package - » 2 O 
1486-7 |Leat her gloves of all kinds, with weight of package - » 4 50 

Section 11. 
Articles of China, Clay, and Crystal. 

1508 | Services of glass, china, with or without metal crnaments, 
with weight of package = - 

1513 | Services of glass, china, or porcelain, with ornaments of 
metal, with weight of package = - » 2 0 

1515 | Manufactures of porcelain, china, or clay, not specified, 
with weight of package = - - » 1 0 

1526 | Busts of crystal, glass, china, porcelain, or clay, with weight 
not exceeding 10 kilos. each, with weight of package - ” : = 
1527 | The same when over 10 kilos. each, with weight of package ” 0 50 

1528 | Empty boxes of all kinds of crystal, glass, porcelain, or 

clay, even if ornamented with siik cloth, or with leather 
or metal ornaments, with weight of package - ” 3. 0 

1529 | Chandeliers of crystal or glass, with or without getedet of 
other material, gross weight ” 0 50 

1530 | Candlesticks of crystal glass, with or without pedestal of 
other material, gross weight - - - = 0 40 
1531 | The same of china or porcelain, gross weight - - » 0 30 

1538 | Crystal or glass in pieces, with mountings or settings of 

metal, and the pieces of crystal prepared for ne 
with weight of package = - » 8 O 

1550 | Figures of glass, china, porcelain, or clay, with weight not 
exceeding 10 kilos. each, with weight of package - - » 1 0 

1551 | The same, weighing over 10 kilos. each, with | weight “ 
package - » 0 50 

1554 | Bottles of glass, sameunsdel empty, all sizes gross 
weight » 10 

Bottles of glass or crystal ‘for or cruet 
with weight of package ” 38 0 

1574 | Porcelain or its imitation made in pieces of all sizes, end 

forms with mountings or settings of metal and the 

pieces of porcelain or its imitation ready a pee, 
with weiyht of package - © 

1575 | Breast pins of crystal glass, china, or porcelain of all kinds 
though having ornaments of metal, with weightof package) » 2 0 

Section 12. 
Miscellaneous Articles. 

1584 | Fans of or without 
cases - Each 5 0 

1591 | Personal eonmgnents of hora, celluloid, gutta-percha, tone, 

or wood, with or without metal ae, with staal 
of package - Kilo. 2 

1592 | Ornaments of feathers though containing other materials, 
with weight of package - © 
1594 | Ornaments of straw, with weight of package - - 3 1 50 
1604 | Gymnastic apparatus, gross weight - » © 

1609 | Earrings of horn, celluloid, gutta- percha, bone or weed, with 
or without metal ornaments, with weight of package - » & * 

Pillows or mattresses of feathers, down, or its ianitations, 
with weight of packa age - = 2 0 
Pillows or mattresses of wool, with weight of package - Bs 1 Oo 
1612 | Harmonicas of all classes, gross weight - - - 0 35 

1617 | Manufactures not specified, of cane, osier, or straws, 

though containing ornaments of other materials, we 
weight of package - - ; » 1 50 
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No. Attieles. Duty. 
il 
Dols. cts, 
1636 | Boas of feathers, with weight of package - - Kilo 8 0 . 
1641 | Mouthpieces or pipes, of meerschaum or amber or their 4 
imitations, with or without cases, with weight of package - 2.0 i 
~— of cloth covered with gutta-percha or other material, iq 
or school children, with weight of package - - ri 1 Oo i 
Studs and sleevelinks of all kinds for shirts, excepting / 
those of gold, silver, or platinum, with weight of package z 2 Oo i 
1652 | Ropes of aloe, hemp, and other fibres, at least 36 milli- 
metres in circumference, if not destined for the Ports 1 
and Lakes of the Republic, gross weight - - e 0 10 i 
1658 | Musical boxes of all kinds, with weight of package a a oe 
Shoe brushes, with weight of package = - - » O 50 i 
Shoemakers’ wax, with weight of package = - - | 
1690 | Clarionets of all kinds, with weight of package - 
Baskets of osier for agriculture, gross weight - - - fs 0 05 } 
1733 | Statues of marble or alabaster, with or without pedestal 
of other material, with euignt met over 10 kilos each, { 
gross weight - - nH 0 30 | 
1734 Do., exceeding 10 kilos. each, gross weight - - »  O 20 
1735 | Do., exceeding 50 kilos. each, gross weight - - » 0 05 
1737 | Matting of hemp, cocoa, jute, palm, or henequén in pieces, j 
gross weight - 
Cases (etuis) of any material, not specified, ‘containing 
silk, with weight of package - «6 
Bands of gutta percha for the transmission of motive 
force, when not forming part of special machinery, 
although combined with pulleys and axles, gross weight os 6 @ 
1745 | Figures of marble or alabaster, with or without pedestal 
of other materials, nett wight exceeding 10 mee each, 
gross weight 
Pins of celluloid, gutta-percha, bone, horn, or > paste, for 
the hair, with weight of package - a 2 0 
India-rubber in plates, with or without mixture of cloth, 
gross weight eS 0 20 
1778 | Jewellery of silver or silver and steel, whatever fineness, : 
with pearls or precious stones, nett weight - a & «6 
1780 | Do., without pearls or precious stones, whatever fine- 
ness, nett weight - - 
1797 | Manikins of all kinds not specified, for drecemakers or 
exhibition of dresses, gross weight - Ss 0 20 
Hose of rubber not specified, with or without mixture 
of cloth, for os Pipes, and other ures, on 
weight ” 0 20 
Longitudinal measures of rubber cloth with weight of 
The same of cloth or metal in leather cases with weight 
of package i 
1805 | Dolls of all kinds not dressed, with weight of package - “ 1 6 
1809 | Oboes with or without cases, with weigh of package = - M 2 Oo 
1811 | Organs of all kinds and their onpelomentery poems, with 
weight of package 0 35 
1831 | Loose pieces for watches, with _ weight of 
package ” i. 
1851 | Portemonnaies of other materials not specified, not being 
of gold, silver, yaaa, or cena, with weight of | | 
package - je 2 0 
Screens of all classes, not specified, with or without metal 
mountings, with weight of package - 
Straw hats, with weight of package - re 0 50 
Dresses and articles for dresses of all classes, for dress, 
with weight of package - - - s » 20 0 
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No. Articles. Duty. 
Section 13. Dols. cts. 
Articles of en Cardboard, and for General 
Office use. 
1891 | Exfoliated almanacs, mounted or ornamented on card, 
though having advertisements, with weight of package - | Kilo. 0 80 
1903 | Memorandum books of card or lined with rubber, covered 
cloth or any stuff or other vegetable fibre of all kinds, 
with weight of package - Pa 0 50 
1908 | Cards for lottery games, with weight of package - . 1 Oo 
1913 | Copybooks for writing, drawing, or ‘mathematics, with 
a ruling or with models of writing or sraning, for 
e use of schools, gross weight - * 0 10 
1923 | Invoices in blank, with headings or printed meuneradume 
or lithographed, with weight of package - - - 
1946 | Handles of tortoiseshell, mother-of-pearl, ivory, or ordi- 
nary metal, for pens, with or —— cases, with weight 
of package - - -| » 4 0 
1965 | Brown paper, except that used for filte , blotting paper, 
or of manilla for wrapping up, athog with vertise- 
ments, gross weight - 0 05 
1975 | Straw paper, imitation of China paper, for wrapping spd 
gross weight - 15 
Serviettes or handkerchiefs of paper, cong with adver- 
tisement, with weight of package - * 0 50 
Cards for menu or ball programmes, with or without 
. pencils, with weight of package - - 2 0 
Section 14. 
Wines, Liqueurs, and Nutritive Articles. 
2058 | Fruits preserved in their j juice or candied, gross weight ” 0 30 
2076 | Shell fish, preserved, in any package, om weight - ” 0 25 
2079 | Nuts (dried fruits), gTOss weight - - me 0 15 
2094 | Refined salt, in any gross - 0 06 
2103 | Wheat, gross weight - ” 0 02} 
2104 Grapes, apples, pears, quinces, peaches, cherries, plums, 
and strawberries in syrup, or in their 
weight » 30 
Section 15. 
Drugs, Medicines, &c. 
2118 | Cod-liver oil, prepared as emulsion creosoted with hypo- 
phosphites, with iodine, with bark, or other medicinal 
substances, in packages of any capacity, om weight - » Oo 12 
2130 | Oils for preparing leather, gross weight - ae 0 10 
2135 | Acetate of copper (verdigris), nett weight —- - - » 9 30 
2171 | Alkaloids of vegetable and animal origin, such as: 
Aconitine, atropine, berberine, cafeine, cannabine, can- 
tharidine, cicutine, cocaine, codeine, cubebine, curarine, 
daturine, digitaline, delphine, strychnine, narceine, nar- 
cotine, nicotine, morphine, piperine, veratrine, and others 
not denominated, and those seen and those derived 
from them, nett weight - Gramme 0 10 
2173 | Alkaloids, organic, artificial, such as y trimethylamine and 
their salts and similar, not denominated, nett weight - | Kilo 5 0 
2176 | Artificial camphors prepared with other essences than 
turpentine, such as eucalyptol, menthol, 
thumenol, &c., with weight of package - » 
2202 | Antipyrine and its compouds, not een nett weight - » 14 0 
2207 | Arseniate of quinine, nett weight ~ 6 O 
2228 | Balsams of copaiba, liquid or codified, and ‘balsam of 
Canada, nett weight - ~ 1 oO 


430 
| 
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Articles. 


Balsam of Mecca, of Peru, or black of Tolu, or white, storax, 
liquid, amber, and other natural balsams, not denomi- 
nated, and sap of sea pine, nett weight - - 

Essence varnish or oil varnish (solution of resin, or gum 
resin, or elastic gum, dissolved in the essence of turpen- 
tine, benzine, or similar gpene or in some drying 
oil), gross weight - 

Bicarbonate of soda, in erystals or lumps, with weight of 


package 
Bovinine (liquid extract of meat), in bottles sap 125 


Piteh, Ii liquid or black (vegetable pitch) . - 

Hydrated bromal, nett weight - 

Bromide or bromo-hydrate of quinine, nett weight - 

Bougies of Reinald or other cmnetaherene, in boxes of 
one dozen, per dozen boxes 

Boxes of reagents for chemical, pharmaceutical, metal- 
lurgical, and medical laboratories, with of 
package - 

Cantharides, entire or in powder, nett weight - 

Capsules or gelatinous pearls and wafers contai liquid 
or solid medical cubstances, i in packages of a kilo. 
at least, nett weight 

The same, in packages of less than half a kilo, with weight 
of package 

Carbonate of lithyne, nett weight - 

Curaine (specific), in bottles of 150 

Carmine of Florence (carmine of fine "athe and 
carmine of indigo, or other, nett weight - 

Carmine of cloves (red lace of cochineal) and lac of other 
colours, excepting litmus (blue ine), nett weight - 

Caseine, nett weight 

Castoreums, complete, nett weight - 

in powder, nett weight - 

Medicinal cerates in lesser packages of less Gun 500 gum. 
with weight of package 

Cyanide of iron or Prussian blue, nett — - - 

Chloralamide, nett weight - 

Hydrated chloral in cakes or crystals and similar pro- 
ducts not denominated, nett weight - 

Chlorodyne, of Brown or other manufacturers, i in bottles up 
to 30 grms. - - 

Chiorodyne, in bottles up to 60 grms. - - 

Hydrochlorate of quinine, nett weight - 

Congealers or refrigerators, Class 2, those refrigerating by 
use of ice or a aaah mixture made of any <n, 
gross weight - 

Cones of menthol with weight of packages . 

Coraline or Corsican moss, nett weight - 

Cuttings of bark, entire, of any kind, nett ee 

The same in powders, nett weight - 

Creosote, white or yellow, nett weight - 

Chloral croton, nett weight - 

Dermatol (subgalate of bismuth), nett weight 

Diastase or maltine, nett weight - 

Elixir of pepsine, papaine, peptone, and other digestive 
elixirs and wines as that of Tisy, in bottles up to 
360 grms. 

Polybromurated elixirs, of ‘Baudry, or other manufacture 
in bottles up to 360 grms. 

Emulsion of tar in bottles up to a litre - - 

Plasters of any composition in cylinders, nett weight - 


ooo. 68 
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No. | 
| P| | Duty. 
Dols. cts. 
Kilo. O 50 
2248 
2252 | » 0 1 | 
tien Dozen 1 50 
= | Kilo. O 10 
2269 
2270 | 
2275 | 
7 | Kilo. 0 30 
2281 
2282 | 
2294 | 
2301 
| Doz. 2 
| 
| Kilo. 12 
2312 
2313 
2314 
2322 
| Kilo. 1 
2340 Be 3 
2341 
2344 
Doz 1 ‘ 
2346 | il 3 
Kilo. 8 
2374 | 
2378 | 
2381 | 
2382 | 3 
2390 | 
2395 | 
2403 | 
2407 | oa 
2415 | 
Doz. 3 
2422 
2427 
Kilo. 1 
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No. Articles. Rate. 
Dols. cts. 
2429 | Adhesive plasters made on cloth of silk pure or mixed, 
(court plaster) up to 25 centimetres wide - - | Metre 0 50 
2430 | The same (cutin sheets), with weight of package - -| Kilo 5 0 
2431 | Porous plasters (perforated), with weight of patiage - os 2 0 
2437 Ergotine and extract of rye, nett weight - § Oo 
2458 | Specifics of secret composition not denominated nor similar 
to those denominated, with weight of package = - - » 2 0 
2459 | The same of declared composition neither denominated 
nor similar to those of 
package 
2490 Biseen sulphonsl, and hydroquinone, nett weight - » 8 0 
2501 | Extract of malt, pure or mixed with other medicinal 
substances in bottles up to half kilo. - - -| Doz. 4 0 
2502 | The same in bottles up to 250 grammes - - ” 2 25 
2508 | Ethereous extract of male fern - - - - | Kilo. 16 0 
2519 | Flowers of lavender, gross Ww eight - - >» 0 15 
2532 ) Fruit preparations, purgative, or Tamar-Indian, of Grillon 
or Julien or other makers, in bottles of at Jeast half 
a kilogramme, nett weight - - ” 
2533 | The same in bottles or boxes of up to 12 fruits - Doz. bot.2 0 
2551 | Gotaries (instruments for oounting mtd of any form 
or system - Doz. 0 50 
2552 | Sugar plums, comfits, ond froth “of santonine, in bottles 
of at least 500 grammes, nett weight Kilo. 1 50 
2555 | Dosimetric granules in bottles and tins va 250 grammes - 
at least, nett weight - 1 8 0 
2556 | The same in package of less than 250° renee with 
weight of package - » 6 0 
2557 | Homeopathic granules or globules, saccharine, nett 
weight - 3. 
2558 | Homeopathic granules or globules, active or impregnated, 
in packages of 250 grammes at least, nett weight - »' 8.90 
2559 | The same in packages of less 250 
weight of package - ” 5 0 
2575 | Hemoglobin, nett weight - » 4 0 
2592 | Hypophosphates and phosphates of ammonia, lime, i iron 
potash, and soda, nett weight » 4 0 
2595 | Medicinal leaves and herbs, weight of package » 
2599 | Indigo, nett weight ” 0 20 
2605 | Hypodermic injections not denominated liquid and in 
tablets or other forms, with weight of package - - » 0.0 
2606 | Iodine, iodol, iodoform, and other chemical compounds “ 
iodine, not denominated, nett weight - a 5 0 
2607 | Iodides of sulphur, iron, iead, potash, sodium, and sine, 
nett weight - - - 3.0 
2608 | Iodide of starch, nett weight 
2609 | Iodide of mercury (proto and deuto), nett weight - - “ 5 60 
2616 | Soap of lead (simple plaster) of small rolls, nett weight - ” 1... 9 
2619 | Jellies, gelatines, and pastes, medicinal, not denominated, 
with weight of package - 
Reuter’s curative syrup, with package - » 
2635 | Blue lac or litmus, nett weight - ne ® 50 
2639 | Lactopeptin, nett weight - - » mone 
2669 complete, or with respective tubes 
and nipples - Dezen 2 0 
2678 | Machines and apparatus for a’rated water, coesiedl dae 
Letter B. Bottles, and syphons of glass of any system or 
mark, for containing and carrying the aérated water 
for retail sale, gross weight - - | Kilo. 0 05 
2703 | Nitrates of ammonia, baryta, copper, strontia, iron, 
lead, and zinc, nett weight - 0 380 
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No. Articles. Duty. 
Dols. ets. 
2706 | Nitrate of silver crystallised and melted, in eytintem, pare 
or mixed with other nitrates, net weight Kilo. 16 0 
2715 | Opium, in paste, nett weight - - 
2716 | Opium, in powder, nett weight ~~ F ©@ 


2731 | Pancreatine, pepsine, papaine, papayotine, bromeline, and 
other digestive ferments in pure state or mixed with 


other substances, with weight of package - - ” 4 0 
2737 | Medicinal paper, not specified, with weight of package » 2 50 
2751 | Compressed tablets for with 

weight of package - » 10 0 


2752 | Pastilles of secret composition (specifies of all kinds in 
form of pestilies), not denemineted, with weight of 


package » 1 50 
2757 | Pectine or vegetable jelly, pectic acid, and pectates of 

ammonia, potash, and soda, with weight of package ” ye 
2758 | Pectoral of anacahuita, simple or comsposite, in bottles 

containing up to 250 grammes Doz. 3 O 


2776 | Pills, balls, sugar pills (with the exception of those of 
santonine granules or globules (with exception of dosi- 
metric and homeopathic) of any manufacture, whether 
or not mixed or carried with inert substances, in 


packages of 250 grammes at least, nett weight -| Kilo 6 0 
2777 | The same in packages of less o- 250 grammes, wh 

weight of package - » 3 0 
2780 | Pilocarpine and its salts, nett weight | - - Grains 0 10 


2789 | Aperient powders : Tarrant’s and others similar, such as 
Eno’s fruit salt, Chanteau, Seidlitz, in powder or 
granulated, in bottles, up to 200 grammes - Doz 4 0 
2791 | Disinfectant powders (sawdust, gypsum, or other similar 
substances impregnated with picric acid or minasel 
creosote, impure), gross weight - - Kilo. 0 5 
2795 | Medicinal powders, o official or of known composition such 
as Looch’s white powders, and those of theriaca or 
theriacal powders, with weight of package - - * 
2806 | Pots, bottles, and boxes of glass or china, without orna- 
ments, adapted for pharmaceutical and 
not exceeding 250 grammes 0 10 
2842 | Salts composed expressly for preparing artificial mineral | 


to 


waters, as those of Vichy, Apollinaris, &c., net weight - | 3. 
2880 | Salts of quinine, not specified, net weight . -| » 8 0O 
2851 Salicylamide, somnal, thyol and creosotal, net wage oe 4 0 
2853 | Salicylate of bismuth, net weight = - - ” 5 0 
2859 | Salicylate of quinine, net weight - a ae a. 


2861 | Salipyrine (salicylate of antipyrine), alfol (salicylate 
of naphthol), betol or salinaftol (salicylate of naphthol) 


and cresalol (salicylate of creosol), net weight - - Grns. 0 02 
2863 | Santonine, in crystals or powder, net weight - -| Kilo. 16 0 
2887 | Solution of Laroyéne’s, in bottles up to 360 grammes - | Doz. 4 0 
2891 | Van Buskirk’s zozodant, with weight of package - -| Kilos. 1 0 
2892 | Sozoidol, alkaline or metallic, net weight - - 


2898 | Sulphates of . alumina, simple or double (alums), of ~s & 0 
copper, ordinary iron, magnesia, with 
of package 0 06 
2915 | Sulphur of antimony hydrated or mineral kermes, 
diaphoretic antimony yellow of 
net weight = - - » 2 75 
2932 | Tartrate of quinine, net wei 0 
2939 | Tinctures of alkaloids weight of alkaloids « or their 

salts in water and alcohol), with of package - 
2944 | Homeopathic tinctures, and solutions of same, “ weight 
of package - ” 0 


91609. 
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No. | Articles. Duty. 
Dols. ets. 

2947 | Ordinary turpentine, gross weight - - | Kilo. 0 O1 
2950 | Tricopherus, Barry’s and Kemp’s Oriental Tonic, or their 

imitations, and similar preparations for the hair, in 

common bottles, with weight of package - - i 0 75 
2951 | Tripoli, in powder or bricks, nett weight - - - se 0 15 
2955 | Vulcanised rubber tubes, or not ma tae a up to 2 centi- 

metres of exterior, nett weight 
2956 | Tubes of rubber or gaee for drainage, with _weight of 

package - = 2 00 
2958 | Ointments and medicinal pomades of any composition and 

mark, in packages of less than 500 gum, wm weight 

of package - * 1 00 
2959 | Medicinal ointments, in packages ‘of 500 grammes at 

least, nett weight “ 1 50 
2964 | Valerianates of ammonia, in solution or ary, of biamutb, 

of iron, or zine, nett weight - oy 6 00 
2965 | Valerianate of quinine, nett weight - ” 8 00 
2966 | Vaseline (petroleum, petroleum jelly), white or yellow, in in 

tins of 500 grammes, or more, nett weight - - io 0 50 
2967 | Vaseline in tins, pots, bottles, or other package of less 

than 500 grammes, with weight of package - » 0 35 
2977 | Wines of San Juan and of San Rafael, and other similar 

natural wines advertised as medicinal, and in bottles of a 

litre or half a litre - - . -| Litre 0 25 
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XVI—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


SWEDEN. 
Increased Import Duty on Bacon, 


A me dated March 22 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. G. E. Welby, Her Majesty’s Secretary 
of Legation at Stockholm, stating that at a recent meeting of the 
two Chambers for the purpose of voting together on various 
questions on which their respective majorities were not in accord, 
a majority of 196 to 167 decided in favour of raising the present 
duty on smoked bacon from 25 ore to 30 dre per kilogramme, and 
also from 10 to 20 6re per kilogramme that on bacon of other 
kinds. 

This increase has been made in the interests of the small 
peasant proprietors in the southern provinces of Sweden, but it 
has met with considerable opposition owing to the large amount 
of bacon consumed by the inhabitants of the more northern pro- 
vinces and their preference for the quality of the bacon imported 
from the United States. 

These new rates of duty will come into force on Ist January 
next, unless the Government should in the meanwhile decide 
otherwise, 


NeTHERLANDS. 
Free Entry of Sulphuric Ether, 


A despatch, dated 25th March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Horace Rumbold, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at The Hague, enclosing translation of a law published in the 
“ Official Gazette” of March 25 last, by which sulphuric ether, 
used in the manufacture of gilding for the decoration of porcelain 
or earthenware, is exempted from import duties under certain con-— 
ditions, which apply exclusively to the importer. 

The translation of the above law is as follows :— 

Art. 1. Sulphuric ether used in the manufacture of gilding for 
the decoration of porcelain or earthenware is admitted free of 
duty under the following conditions :— 

Art. 2. The person desiring the exemption from duty should 
address himself to the Minister of Finance, with a statement of 
the parish in which the gilding manufactory is situated, the 
cadastral section and the number of the manufactory, and the 
ae of sulphuric ether estimated as required for one year, 

he Minister determines the quantity which can be laid in 
without duty for each year, as well as the minimum of each 
supply. 

D2 
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Art. 3. When the exemption from duty for the importation of 
sulphuric ether is demanded, notice of the demand should be 
made in the declaration prescribed by Art. 120 of the General 
Law of August 26, 1822 (Staatsblad No. 38). On that declara- 
tion, after security for the duty has been lodged, a certificate 
will be granted in which the said demand is stated. 

The fluid will be transported to the manufactory under seal. 

Art. 4. The storage of the fluid in the factory will take place 
in the presence of Customs and Excise officials, in whose presence 
one kilogramme of balm of sulphur (“zwavelbalsem”) will be 
mixed with the sulphuric ether in the proportion of one to ten. 
The officials will place on the certificate a declaration respecting 
the quantity laid in and the mixture of the sulphur. The balm 
of sulphur required for the mixture will be supplied by the person 
requiring the exemption. 

Art. 5. The mixture may be used for no other purpose than 
for the manufacture of gilding and may not be sold out of the 
manufactory. No distilling apparatus is permitted in the factory. 

Art. 6. The tax collector, in whose district the factory is 
situated, will keep an account of the exempted sulphuric ether 
which has been laid in with the manufacturer. If a larger 
quantity is laid in than that for which exemption is allowed for 
the current year the certificate will not be passed, and the duty 
on the excess quantity will be recovered from the security already 
lodged. 


Art. 7. The person receiving the exemption will deliver to the 


office of the collector of taxes at the end of the year a signed and 
written statement of the quantity of sulphuric acid laid in exempt 
from duty, which remains unused at the end of the year. This 
quantity will be considered as the first provision in the next year 
and as such will be entered in the account mentioned in Art. 6. 
As long as the above-mentioned statement has not been delivered, 
no new provision will be permitted. ; 

Art. 8. The officials are authorised, under instructions from 
the collector of taxes, to examine the surplus sulphuric ether 
remaining in the factory within eight days after the expiration of 
the year whether the statement mentioned in the preceding 
article has been delivered or not. 

Art. 9. In case of fraud or attempted fraud, or on account of 
the non-fulfilment of the regulations contained in this decree, the 
Minister of Finance can withdraw from the manufacturer the 
privilege of further free importation of sulphuric ether. 


The Administration of the New Customs Law. 


According to the “Handels Museum” of January 23, a 
number of firms established at Marien-Gladbach who are 
interested in the export trade to Holland, have addressed to 
the German Imperial Chancellor a memorial complaining of the 
way in which the new Dutch Customs regulations, which came 
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into force on the 1st August last, are administered by the Dutch 
officials. The memorialists also request that these regulations 
may be carried out in accordance with the commercial treaty 
between Germany and Holland. The following statements are 
set forth in the memorial:—That before the new regulations 
came into force goods imported into Holland, which in the 
opinion of the Customs officials were declared at too low a value, 
were seized and their declared value, increased by 0 per cent., 
paid to the importers. This procedure is in accordance with the 
regulations customary in other countries where import duties are 
levied ad valorem. From the 1st of August last, however, 
the Dutch Customs officers ceased to make use of this 
right of seizure, but, if the goods appear to them to have 
been declared at too low a figure, they require the amount 
to be increased. In case the importer does not consent to 
this the consignment is detained and handed to a committee 
to ascertain its value. If this committee decide that the 
goods have been undervalued, 10 times the duty on the 
deficiency has to be paid in addition to the ordinary duty. No 
objection would be raised to this procedure if the goods were fairly 
valued by the officers and the committee. Cases in which the 
value has thus been fixed clearly show, however, that these 
officials have not a sufficient technical knowledge. 

It is also declared that the composition of the committee is un- 
suitable, as it consists of a Customs inspector as chairman and of two 
members, The committee alone is authorised to call in experts,whilst 


in other countries where ad valorem duties exist each side can 
nominate an expert, the interests of each party being thus properly 
guarded. But the experts called in by the committee have in 
most cases an insufficient technical knowledge of tie merchandise, 
and it is chiefly owing to this that their valuations do not agree 
with the invoices of the sale of the goods, and that the committee, 
although legalised accounts are placed before them, usually place 
a higher value on the goods than is shown in the invoices ; in 
support of these statements the memorialists adduce numerous 
individual cases. It is claimed that in consequence of this 
procedure the importer pays more than the 5 percent. import duty 

rovided for in the commercial treaty between Germany and 

olland, as the tenfold duties imposed on the increase of valuation 
determined by the committee, bring the total duties up to from 15 
to 50 per cent, ad valorem, even on the valuation of the committee. 
The memorialists also complain that the proceedings of the 
committee are very dilatory and usually cause a delay of from 
a fortnight toa month. These delays cause great disadvantages 
to the exporter as well as the consignee, as in many cases the 
latter refuses to accept the goods and they remain on the exporter’s 
hands. The Marien-Gladbach Chamber of Commerce has decided 
to support this memorial before the Imperial Chancellor and the 
Minister of Commerce. 
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FRANCE, 


Imports of Cereals, 

The “ Journal Officiel” of the 20th March last publishes the 
following Presidential Decree relative to the entry of cereals into 
France. 

Art, 1. Grain (b/és tendres) for the manufacture of starch may 
be temporarily imported free of duty under conditions set forth in 
the law of 5th July 1836. 

Art. 2. Every 100 kilogs. of corn must be represented by 
55 kilogs. of starch. 

_ Art 3. Re-exportation or storage of starch must be effected 
within six months. 

Art 4. Declarations of temporary importation as well as declara- 
tions of re-exportation or storage must be made in the name and 
on account of the manufacturers, 

Art 5. The operations for import and export can at present be 
carried out only at Marseilles, Paris, and Lyons. But the 
Financial Minister has power to authorise such operations in other 
towns where the customs has establishments, if manufactories of 
starch have been established in such places. 


Lariff Decisions. 

A despatch, dated March 6 last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing copy of a French Customs circular to 
the following eftect :— 

“Thorium salts, especially nitrate or azotate, solutions of which 
are employed in the preparation of incandescent gas- burners, 
belong to the class ‘Chemical Products not denominated, other 
than of an alcoholic basis, and pay a duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 
The estimation of the value of these products having given rise to 
many disputes, the Departments of Trade and Finance have 
decided to convert the duty of 5 per cent. into an equivalent 
specific rate, and considering that the valve of thorium salts, once 
2,000 frs. per kilog. is now only about 400 frs. on account of 
recent discoveries of extensive deposits of thorium ore, it has been 
decided to substitute for the duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem, a 
specific rate of 20 frs. per kilog.” 


Warehouse Charges, &c, at Rouen and Dunkirk. 


A despatch, dated April 1 last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel ” 
containing two French Presidential Decrees modifying the charges 
leviable for the use of certain warehouses at Rouen and of a 
careening slip, &c. at Dunkirk, 


Tonnage Dues at Fécamp. 


A despatch, dated April 7 last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office enclosing extract from the “ Journal Officiel ” of 
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April 1 last, containing text of a French Presidential Decree 
modifying the tariff of tonnage dues levied at the port of 
Fécamp. 

The above can be seen on application at the Commercial Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, between the 
hours of 11°0 and 5:0 


FRANCE—ALGERIA. 
Tariff Decisions. 


A despatch, dated February 6, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing copy of a French Customs circular 
— the following articles of the law of December 28 
ast 

Art. 11. The following goods are liable on importation into 
Algeria to two-thirds of the duty levied in~the Metropotitan 
tariff:—Sugars (including French Colonial and Metropolitan 
sugars), pepper (ground and whole), pimento (ground and whole), 
cinnamon, cassia lignea, nutmegs (whole and shelled), mace, 
vanilla, cloves (in bunches and separate). 

Art. 12. The products of extra European countries included in 
Table A. of the law of 17th July 1867 are liable in Algeria (when 
imported from European depdts) to the surtax of the Metropolitan 
tariff, Foreign sugars remain liable to the surtaxes applicable to 
foreign sugars in the mother country. 

Art. 13. The statistical tax, established by Article 3 of the law 
of 22nd January 1872, will be levied in Algeria. 

The following are exempted from this tax :—1. Products im- 
ported from France into Algeria and vice versd. 2. Goods 
exempted from Customs duty by Table D. of the law of 17th July 
1867. 

Art. 14, Quay dues, such as are established by Article 6 of the 
law of 30th January 1872, will be levied in Algerian ports. 

Navigation between France and Algeria will be exempted 
from this duty. 

The laws of the 20th March 1875 and 12th March 1877 are 
abrogated, 


PORTUGAL. 


Commercial Arrangements with Russia the Netherlands and 
Norway. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Oftice 
copies of the Portuguese white books of the Legislative Session 
of 1896, containing the commercial arrangements concluded by 
Portugal last year with Russia, the Netherlands, and Norway, 
respectively. The following statement, which has been prepared 
at the Board of Trade, shows the modifications in the Customs 
tariffs of the countries named which will come into operation as 
soon as the different arrangements have been ratified) 
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1. Modifications in the Customs Tariff of Portugal. 


Rates of Import | 


{ 


Rates which 


Duty at | will be leviable 
Articles. present leviable when new 
under the | Arrangements 
Tariff. | come into force. 
A.—Unver ComMERCIAL CONVENTION Reis. Reis. 
witH Russta. 
Hides or skins, tanned - . - | Kilog. 300 | Kilog 240 
Do. do., curried— : 
Morocco leather - - - 600 480 
Cow hides, dyed or blackened al ad ” 500 ” 360 
Varnished, or grained » 500 » 400 
Staves 3 °/, ad val. ad val. 
Wooden hoops for casks - - 3 °/, ad val °/, ad val 
Flax and hemp, raw - - - | Kilog. 9 | Kilog. 
Common wood— 


In beams, joists, and planks, more than 
75 mm, in ata, and at tenet 25 cm. 
in width - 

Sawn, in planks or deals, &e., of a thitek- 
ness of more than 35, but not more 


Cub. met, 1,400 


Cub. met. 1,200 


than 75 mm. - - - ‘ 2,800 a 2,500 
‘Tar and mineral pitch - Ton 100 | Ton 10 
Mineral oils, light, for illuminating purposes 

(density, 0°780 to 0-820 ; poet of 

from 37° to 49°) - Kilog 67 | Litre 46 
Do., do., average (density 0: 820 0'860; 

point ‘of pam from 50° to 150°) - = 60 | Kilog 52 
Tea - - 1,000 900 
Codfish, in condition - - 39 34 
Cheese ” 300 ” *220 
Candles of all kinds, exoept those made 

principally of paraffin - 120 90 

B.—UnbDeR CoMMERCIAL DECLARATION 

BETWEEN PORTUGAL AND THE 
NETHERLANDS. 

Jute damasks Kilog 1,000 | Kilog. $1,000 
Coarse jute cloth and ‘packing cloth ofj jute - - . 150 a 7150 
Coarse cloth and packing cloth of linen or of 

jute mixed with linen orhemp - 210 180 
Jute tissues not specially tariffed, unbleached 

or bleached 650| +650 
Bags or sacks made of coarse jute ‘cloth or of 

jute packing cloth - 450 225 

nage refined by the Portuguese method and 

sugar above No. 20 Dutch standard - *S 145 BS $145 
Cheese - ,, 200 
Tin manufactures - - - i 200 ee +200 
Tin capsules for bottles - - ma 200 = 160 
Pipes of clay or chalk without ornsmenta- 

tions or incrustations of other materials - *» 500 = 80 
Candles of all kinds, ot ase made 

principally of paraffin > 120 90 

* A lower rate is. per kilog.) i i i 
the log.) is provided for by the Declaration between Portugal and 

oc is ; 

: cases, but the maintenance of the existing rates 
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1. Modifications in the Customs Tariff of Portugal—continued. 


Rates of Import Rates which 
Duty at will be leviable 
Articles, present leviable when new 
under the Arrangements i 
Tariff, come into force. 
’ i 
C.—Unpver Commeroiat TREATY 
with Norway. 
Fish manure and other natural manure for Reis. Reis. 
agricultural purposes - - - | Kilog. 0°3 | Kilog. *0°3 
Wood-pulp for paper making - 1 
Codfish, salted or dried - - - o 39 je *39 
Fish powder - - - - 200 20 
Condensed milk - - - 200 *200 


2. Modifications in the Customs Tariff of Russia. 


| Rates of Import Rates which i 
Duty at will be leviable 
Articles. present leviable when new 
under the Arrangements 
Tariff. come into force. 
Rbls. cop. Rbls. cop. 
Cork, unwrought - - - | Poud 0°12 | Poud 0°10 
Cork, wrought— 
Partly manufactured (in &e.) | » 1°60 
Manufactured - el 8°00 | ,, 2°40 


The Declaration between Portugal and the Netherlands does 
not provide for any alterations in the Customs duties leviable on 


goods imported into Holland. 


3. Modifications in the Customs Tariff of Norway. 


Rates of Import | Rates which will 
Duty at leviable 
Articles. present leviable when new 
under the Arrangement 
Tariff. comes into force. 
Kron. dre. Kron. Gre. 
Cork, in the rough - Free. *Free. 
Corks for bottles, not mounted, ond cork 
soles - - Free. *Free. 
Other manufactures of cork - . - | Kilog. 0°13 | Kilog. *0°13 
Cooking salt, raw and refined Free. *Free. 
Wine (including quinine and other medicinal 
wines) : 
t Testing not above 23 degrees— 
In casks or jars - - | Kilog. 0°114) Kilog. or11h 
In bottles Litre 0-114 Litre 0-11 
t Testing above 23 but not above 25 > 
degrees— 
In casks or jars - - - | Kilog. 0°36 | Kilog. 0°36 
In bottles - - - | Litre 0°36 | Litre 0°36 


* No change in the rates of duty is to be made in the above cases, but the maintenance of the 


exloting tates on the articles mentioned is puenpntend for the duration of the treaty, 
is a raising of the limit from 21 to 23 d 
t This is a raising of the lower limit from 21 to 23 denteee. 
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Tax on the Manufacture or Consumption of Sugar. 


A despatch, dated March 27 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. G. Macdonell, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Lisbon, transmitting copies and translation of a law dated 26th 
March last, levying a tax on the manufacture or consumption of 
sugar, either clarified or refined, at the rate of 15 reis per kilo- 
gramme on any sugar which may not be stored in any Custom- 
house in Portugal or in the adjacent islands, or else shipped in 
toto, or actually at sea, for any Portuguese ports, on the 27th 
March 1896. 

The said tax will be kept in deposit pending the decision of the 
Cortes with regard to the Bill laid before them on the 16th 
March last for the imposition of the tax in question. 


SPAIN. 
Consular Dues. 


With reference to a notice published on p. 310 of the March 
number of the “Board of Trade Journal,” a despatch, dated 
March 17th last, has been received from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, stating that the circular to 
Spanish Custom houses has now been published in the “ Boletin 
Official de las Adunas.”’ 


Irary. 
Importation of Maize, 


According to a circular of the Minister of Finance, published 
in the “Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” maize is now per- 
mitted to be imported, both by land and sea, into Italy from 
European States if it be accompanied by a certificate of good 
condition signed by the local authorities of the place whence it 
comes instead of by the Consuls; that is, when the maize itself 
does not arrive damaged or spoiled. 


GREECE. 
Modification of Greek Currant Bill. 


With reference to an article on the Greek Currant Bill on 
page 183 of the number of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
August 1895 a despatch, dated March 10 last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. EK. Egerton, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Athens, stating that the Greek Chamber has passed a Bill 
modifying Article 2 of the law of July last respecting the tax on 
currants. 

Exporters of currants of the 1895 crop will no longer have the 
option of paying the tax of 15 per cent. in money or in kind as 
heretofore, but will be required to do so in kind. 
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The following is a translation of the article of the law as now 
modified :— 

“ Currants exported within the time specified in the preceding 
article are liable to a tax, payable in kind; this tax in kind 
is fixed at 15 per cent. for the crop of the year 1895, and it is 
payable in currants either of the same kind as those actually 
exported or different in respect to quality or place of production 
at the choice of the taxpayer. 

“ Currants not perfectly dry or mixed with other substances, or 
in a crushed condition, will not be accepted ; currants not well 
cleaned will likewise not be accepted. 

“ The force of the present law begins from the day following 
the day of its insertion in the Official Gazette.” 


UnItTED STATES. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs laws of 
the United States have recently been given by the Customs 
authorities in that country :— 

French mustard, ground, preserved, and prepared with other 
ingredients is dutiable at 25 per cent, ad valorem under para- 
graph 234, 

mall cakes of paint, about 1 by 4 by } inch in dimensions, 
stamped “Chinese white” are dutiable at 1 cent per pound 
under paragraph 47. 

Sheet gelatine, coloured, is assessed for duty under paragraph 
19, which provides for “gelatine, glue, isinglass or fish glue, and 
prepared fish bladders or fish sounds” at 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Music rolls for mechanical pianos, consisting of sheets or rolls 
of perforated paper, especially designed and exclusively used in 
the operation of mechanical pianos, are to pay duty at 25 per 
cent. under paragraph 326}. 

Wire rope, with hemp core, is dutiable at 1} cents a pound, 
and 1 cent a pound additional upon the total weight of the 
rope. 

‘haciaanentes cloth, consisting of woven fabrics of cotton 
about 18 ins. in width, with an open woven centre resembling 
netting, is assessed for duty under paragraph 264, at 35 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Renaissance or Battenburg linens are entitled to entry at 
35 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 277, 

Sachet powder is dutiable at 40 per cent, under paragraph 61 
as an article of perfumery. 

Lifebuoy royal disinfectant soap is to be assessed for duty at 
35 per cent. under paragraph 63. 

Scrap mica, consisting of pieces of mica of irregular shape, 
varying in sizes from 2 or 3 inches square to areas still smaller, 
is dutiable at 20 per cent. ad valorem as mica under para- 
graph 1674. 
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Lemon squash, consisting of lemon or lime juice, containi 
sugar, in glass bottles, and used to make lemonade by the addition 
of water to suit the taste, is assessed for duty at 20 per cent, 
ad valorem under section 3 of the Tariff Act of 1894, as an 
unenumerated manufactured article. 

Calcined magnesite, or furnace cement, is dutiable at 10 per 
cent. ad valorem under paragraph 79 as “cement” other than 
Roman, Portland, or hydraulic cement. 

Asbestos fibre is entitled to free entry as asbestos in an 
unmanufactured state under paragraph 388. 

Crocus is to pay duty as a colour at 25 per cent. under 
paragraph 61, Act of October 1890. 


Drawback on Sugar and Syrup. 


A despatch has been received from the Foreign Office 
enclosing copies of the following circulars issued by the Treasury 
Department of the United States with reference to drawbacks on 
sugar and syrup. 

On the exportation of refined sugars made wholly from 
imported raw sugars, and on the exportation of syrups made 
wholly from imported raw cane sugars, drawback will be allowed 
equal in amount to the duties paid on the imported sugars so used, 
less the legal deduction of 1 per cent. 

When the exported sugars are “hard refined” of standard 
test, commercially known as loaf, cut loaf, cube, granulated, 
crushed, or powdered, and are made wholly from imported raw 
cane sugars, the amount of drawback shall be determined by 
allowing for each 100 lbs. of the exported article, the duties paid 
on the respective grades and quantities of material used, as 
indicated in the following schedule :— 


Test of Raw Allowance for 100 Test of Raw Allowance for 100 
Sugar used. Lbs., Hard Refined. Sugar used. Lbs., Hard Refined. 
Degrees. Lbs. Degrees. Lbs. 

100 100°00 87 124°27 

99 101°87 86 126°14 

98 103°73 85 128°01 

97 105°60 84 129°88 

96 107°47 83 131°74 

95 109°34 82 133°61 

94 111°20 81 135° 48 

93 113°07 80 137°35 

92 114°94 79 139°21 

91 116°81 78 141°08 

90 | 118°67 77 142°95 

89 120°54 76 144°82 

88 122°41 75 146-68 


When “ soft refined” sugars made from imported raw cane 
sugars are exported, the quantity of “crystallisable sugar” 
contained therein shall be determined by reference to weight and 
polariscope test of the exported article, and drawback allowance 
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shall be based on the quantity of “ crystallisable sugar” so found, 
as herein-before provided for a like quantity of “hard refined ” 
sugar. 

hen the “hard refined ” sugars herein-before described are 
made wholly from imported raw beet sugars, the dutiable value 
of the material used for each pound of the exported article shall 
be determined by dividing the dutiable value of 1 pound of the 
material used by the decimal denoting the “ net analysis ” of such 
material. 

The amount of drawback which may be allowed on the exported 
syrup product of raw cane sugars shall be determined by allowing 
for each gallon of the exported article, valued at 5 cents in con- 
dition as “thrown” from the “ centrifugal,” the duties paid on 
the respective grades and quantities of material used as indicated 
in the following schedule :— 


Test of Raw Allowance for One Test of Raw Allowance for One 
Sugar used. Gallon Syrup. Sugar used. Gallon Syrup. 
Degrees. Lbs. Degrees. Lbs. 

99 1°36 86 1°56 

98 1°37 85 1°58 

97 1°39 84 1°60 

96 1°40 83 1°62 

95 1°41 82 1°64 

94 1°43 81 1°66 

93 1°44 80 1°68 

92 1°46 79 1-70 

91 1°48 78 1°72 

90 1°49 77 1°74 

89 1°51 76 ) 

88 1°53 75 1°79 

87 1°55 


The value of the syrup in condition as thrown from the centri- 
fugal shall be declared by the manufacturer on the drawback 
entry, which declaration shall be verified by the collector, and 
if the declaration so verified shows a value per gallon above or 
below 5 cents, the allowance shall be determined by increasing 
or reducing the schedule allowance in proportion to the increase 
or reduction above or below the 5 cents per gallon, but in no case 
shall the allowance be based on a value of syrup exceeding 
8 cents per gallon without special authority from the Department. 

For fractional tests of the raw cane sugar used in the manufac- 
ture of either refined sugar or syrup, the allowances of quantity 
of material shall be computed in proportion to the schedule 
allowances for the degrees next above or below such fractional 
test. 

The quantities of sugar and syrup exported shall be ascertained 
by United States weighers and gaugers, respectively, and samples 
shall be taken as ordered by the collector, to be submitted to the 
appraiser for report of polariscope test and such other expert 
inspection as may be requisite. 
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On requisition of collectors, appraising officers shall furnish 
polariscepe tests, “ net analyses,” and other conditions of valuation 
of raw sugars not found on the import invoice for use in liquida- 
tion of drawback entries. 


Bounties other than those on Shipping. 


With reference to a notification on page 187 of the February 
number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” a despatch has been 
received from the Foreign Office, containing copy of a report, 
dated January 21 last, by Sir Julian Pauncefote, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Washington, on the question of sugar bounties in 
the United States. Sir Julian Pauncefote states that in a previous 
despatch he had reported that, by the law of the 2nd March 
1895, granting bounties in certain cases, the producers of sugar 
had partially recovered the benefits of which they-were deprived 
in 1894 by the repeal of the Tariff Act of the Ist October 1890, 
generally known as the McKinley Act, which had granted a 
bounty from the Ist July 1891 until the 1st July 1905. : 


It now, however, appears that the sugar producers have not 
profited by the above Act of 1895, because, under a decision of 
the Court of Appeal of the district of Columbia, holding that the 
bounty originally given by the Act of 1890 was unconstitutional, 
the Comptroller of the Treasury has been unable to pay out any 
money, but has referred the question of the constitutionality 
of the bounty provision to the Court of Claims, from which 
an appeal may be taken to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

The reduced bounty, which has not been paid, is “ eight-tenths ” 
of a cent per lb. on sugar testing not under 80 degrees, and not 
* one-tenth ” of a cent per Ib. 

The Comptroller’s decision in the above case presents features 
of remarkable interest both in regard to bounties in general and 
to the restrictions placed by the Constitution on the powers of 
the Legislature in respect of taxation and grants of money. 

It is stated that, except in one doubtful instance, no direct 
money bounty Act was ever passed by Congress until 1890, when 
the McKinley Act granted bounties on sugar. 


Free Entry of Theatrical Scenery, Properties, &c. 


Copies of the following circular, dated March 10 last, with 
regard to the free entry of theatrical scenery, properties, and 
apparel have been received at the Foreign Office from the 
Treasury Department of the United States :— 


To Collectors and other Officers of the Customs :— 
Paragraph 596 of the Act of August 28, 1894, provides as 
follows :— 
“ Professional books, implements, instruments, and tools of 
trade, occupation, or employment in the actual possession at the 


April 1896.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS... 447 


time of persons arriving in the United States ; but this exemption 
shall not be construed to include machinery or other articles 
imported for use in any manufacturing establishment, or for any 
other person or persons, or for sale, nor shall it be construed to 
include theatrical scenery, properties, and apparel, but such 
articles brought by proprietors or managers of theatrical exhibi- 
tions arriving from abroad for temporary use by them in such 
exhibitions and not for any other person and not for sale and which 
have been used by them abroad shall be admitted free of duty 
under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
prescribe ; but bonds shall be given for the payment to the United 
States of such duties as may be imposed by law upon any and 
all such articles as shall not be exported within six months after 
suchimportation: Provided, that the Secretary of the Treasury 
may in his discretion extend such period for a further term of six 
months in case application shall be made therefor.” 

The following regulations will hereafter govern the importa- 
tion of theatrical scenery, properties, and apparel, under the 
foregoing paragraph. 

The invoice filed with the entry of the articles must describe 
them in such manner as to insure their identification at the time 
of export, and the values thereof must be duly set forth. Entries 
of such merchandise will be made under the general provisions of 
Article 349 of the Customs Regulations of 1892, with the necessary 
moditications to meet the case. 

The exportation of the merchandise covered by said bond shall 
be made only at the port of importation and shall be on regular 
withdrawal and under Customs supervision. 

The bond account of such transactions shall be kept separate 
and distinct from the ordinary warehouse account. | 

At the expiration of the bond it shall be sent to the district 
attorney for collection, unless the required proofs of exportation 
shall have been furnished by the importer or consignee. 


BRAZIL. 
Tax on Bills of Lading 


A communication, dated March 4 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. E. Kanthack, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Para (Brazil), stating that the decree exposing shippers of goods 
on “ Bills of Lading to order,” to an annual tax of Bs, 300 $000 
refers only to goods of Brazilian origin shipped in Brazil to 
Para, and is intended as a precautionary measure to prevent 
small tradespeople from evading the payment of local commercial 
taxes. 

The decree referred to is not to be applied to goods shipped to 
Para from foreign countries. 
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Britiso Inp1a. 


Exemptions from Duty. 


By Customs circular, dated 14th February last, and in exercise 
of the power conferred by section 23 of the Sea Customs Act, 
VIII. of 1878, the Governor General in Council is pleased to 
exempt from import duty the under-mentioned articles used in the 
manufacture of cotton, namely :— 

Bobbins, warping; forks for looms; healds; heald cords ; 
heald knitting needles; laces; lags for dobbies; needles for 
dobbies; pickers, buffalo and others; picking bands, levers, and 
sticks, over and under; reed pliers; reeds; shuttles (for power- 
looms) ; springs for looms ; strappings; weft forks; so far as the 
said articles are liable to duty under Schedule IV. (Import Tariff) 
of the Indian Tariff Act, VIII., of 1894, as amended by Acts 
XVI. of 1894 and III. of 1896. 

Orders may also be issued to the collectors of Customs to 
pass, without levying import duty, the articles specified in the 
subjoined list, when such articles are imported by the owner of a 
cotton-weaving mill, and are shown to the satisfaction of the 
collector to. be intended for use in the weaving of cotton or the 
baling of woven cotton goods. _ 


List of Articles to be exempted. 

Aniline blue, bisulphate of soda, china clay, chloride of magne- 
sium, chloride of zinc, Epsom salts, farina, flannel taping, Glauber 
salts, glutina, glycerine substitute, heald varnish, hoop iron, rivets 
for bales, sewing needles, sizing paste, sizing wax, soda ash, 
starch, 


LaGos. 


Amendment of Duties on Spirits. 

An Ordinance to amend the law relating to Customs duties upon 
spirits entering Lagos has been passed in the Legislative Council 
of that Colony, by which all spirits imported into the Colony 
are liable to a duty of 2s, instead of 1s. per Imperial gallon. 


New Port or Entry 1n SrerrA LEONE. 


A despatch, dated March 30 last, has been received from the 
Colonial Office, enclosing copy of an Order passed at an Executive 
Council held at Fort Thornton, in the colony of Sierra Leone, 
by virtue of which Kukuna, situated at or near the Great 
Skarries River, is appointed a port of entry under the Sierra 
Leone Customs Ordinance, 1880. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


Tax in Aid of Immigration. 


A despatch, dated February 7 last, has been received from 
the Colonial Office, enclosing copy of an “ Ordinance for raising 
Funds in aid of Immigration for the year 1896,” passed by the 
Legislature of Trinidad, which states— 

1. There shall be raised, levied, collected, and paid for the use 
of Her Majesty, Her heirs and successors in aid of immigration 
upon the several kinds of produce herein-after mentioned, which 
shall have been raised or manufactured in the island of Trinidad 
and which shall be shipped for ports or places beyond the limits 
of the Colony on any day between the Ist day of January and 
the 31st day of December, both inclusive, of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-six, the several taxes, rates, and charges | 
herein-after mentioned ; that is to say— 


Articles. Duty. 
d. 
Upon all sugar: 
For every hogshead - - -| 50 
For every tierce - - - 
For every barrel or bag - - - 
Upon all molasses: 
For every puncheon - - 
For every half puncheon - - - - 
For every package less than a half puncheon - - -,* © 6 
Upon all rum : 
For every puncheon - - - 
Upon all cocoa : 
For every bag - - - - - 
Upon all coffee : 
For every bag or barrel - - - - - 1 5 
Upon all cocoanuts : 
For every thousand - - 0 10 


2. For the purposes of this Ordinance, every cask whereof the 
truss is 32 inches or more shall be deemed to be a hogshead, and 
every cask whereof the truss is 18 inches and less than 32 inches 
shall be deemed to be a tierce, and every cask whereof the truss 
is less than 18 inches shall be deemed to be a barrel. 

3. Where any such produce is contained in any package except 
those above mentioned, such taxes and charges shall be raised, 
levied, collected, and paid at the following rates, that is to say : 

On sugar, at the rate of 2s. 9d. for every 1,000 pounds ; 

On rum, at the rate of 3s. 4d. for every 100 gallons ; and 

On cocoa and on coffee at the rate of 84d. for every 100 
pounds. 

4, The several taxes, rates, and charges herein-before specified 
shall be payable by the shipper of such produce at the time of 
such shipment aforesaid, and the shipper thereof shall deliver to 
Her Majesty’s Collector of Customs or Sub-Collector in Trinidad, 
or to the officer performing the duties of Her Majesty’s Collector 


91609, E 


450 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, [April 1896. 


of Customs in Tobago an account of the produce in such form 
and containing such particulars as the Governor may from time 
to time direct. 

5. If such account is not delivered or if the taxes, rates, and 
charges payable in respect of such produce are not paid to the 
Collector of Customs, Sub-Collector, or Officer in Tobago afore- 
said within 24 hours after the departure of the vessel in which 
the produce was shipped, or such further time not exceeding four 
days as the Collector of Customs may allow, the shipper thereof 
shall forfeit the sum of 100/. in addition to the amount of taxes, 
rates, and charges payable. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


Customs Duties Repeal Act, 1895. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade 
from the Agent-General for Western Australia enclosing copy of 
the Customs Duties Repeal Act of 1895, by which the duties on 
the articles enumerated in the following schedule are repealed. 


Schedule. 


Arrowroot, sago, tapioca, cornflour, and 
other farinaceous foods, n.o.e. 

Atlases, maps, charts, and globes. 

Bags and sacks, including corn and 
flour sacks, gunny bags, ore bags and 
bagging in the piece for wool bales and 
sacks 


Blankets and rugs. 

Cocoa and chocolate, n.o.e. 

Cocoa in slabs. 

Cocoa nibs. 

Coffee (raw). 

Copper—wire, rod, sheet, and ingot. 

Cream separators, and parts thereof. 

Explosives of all kinds; not including 
powder (gun and sporting) ammuni- 
tion, and fireworks. 

Galvanised iron (corrugated and plain). 


Iron-wire netting, iron and steel fencing 
wire, and also standards, droppers, 
and staples—for fencing only. 

Lead—sheet, tea, scrap, and pig. 

Molasses and golden syrup. 

Oil, mineral. 

Paraffin wax. 

Photographs. 

Picture cards for school use. 

Rice, paddy, ground and meal. 

Sheep dip. 

Sugar. 

Sulphur. 

Tea. 

Timplates and tinned sheet iron. 

Wool bales. 

Zinc—sheet, perforated, and plain—and 
ingot. 
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XVIIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


OPENING OF NAVIGATION AT Rica. 


A despatch has been received from the Foreign Oftice, enclosing 
copy of a telegram from Her Majesty’s Consul at Riga, dated 
March 23 last, which states that navigation at that port was 
then practically open, although the bay was full of drift ice. 


OPENING OF THE PorT OF NICOLAIEFF. 


A despatch, dated the 3rd March, has been received at the 
Foreiga Office, from Her Majesty’s Consul at Odessa, reporting 
as follows :— 

“The port of Nicolaieff is now open for traffic, although there 
is still a good deal of ice in the River Boug.” 


Outrrutr or CoAL AND PropucTION OF IRON AND STEEL 
in Betarum, 1895. 


A report, dated Februarv 23 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Brussels, stating that, from a tabular statement of the output 
of coal and production of iron and steel in Belgium for the year 
1895, which was published in a recent issue of the “ Moniteur 
Belge,” it appears that for the whole year 1895, the output of 
coal in Belgium was 20,092,412% tons, as against 20,210,175 tons 
in 1894, a falling-off of 117,762} tons in 1895. 

The stocks of coal remaining in hand at the pits’ mouth on 
December 31 were respectively, 647,2093 tons in 1895, aad 
696,7634 tons in 1894, showing a decrease in 1895 of 49,553} 
tons. 

The amount of coal (excluding coke and pressed coal-dust) 
exported from Belgium are stated, in the commercial tables 
published by the Ministry of Finance, at 4,573,584 $ tons in 1895, 
and 4,467,827 tons in 1894, an increased exportation for 1895 of 
105,757% tons. 

France is the chief market for Belgian coal, and the exports 
to that country amounted to 3,561,432 tons in 1895, as against 
3,503,319 tons in 1894, 

The statement of the production of iron and steel in Belgium 
is divided into three sections, which respectively deal with 
smelting works, iron factories, and steel works. 

E 2 


452  %XTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC, ETC. REPORTS, [April 1896. 


The total production of pig-iron in 1895 was 816,039 tons, 
as against 805,668 tons in 1894, an increase of 10,3714 tons 
during 1895. 

Taking into account the differences in the quality of the 
product the above totals are distributed under the heads of 
*‘ Foundry pig-iron,” “ Forge pig-iron,” and “ Steel pig-iron.” 

With regard to foundry pig-iron, for the whole year the pro- 
duction reached 84,100} tons in 1895, and 78,844} tons in 1894 
an increase of 5,2552 tons in 1895. 

The total annual production in 1895 of forge pig-iron was 
324,4442 tons, as against 372,074 tons in 1894; a diminution for 
1895 of 47,6298 tons; while of steel pig-iron it amounted to 
407,494& tons in 1895, and 354,749} tons in 1894, an increase of 
52,7454 tons. 

The production of manufactured iron amounted to 446,2194 
tons in 1895, as against 446,1303 tons in 1894, an increase of 
884 tons. 

The amount of sheets and plates produced was 99,876} tons in 
1895, and 116,722 tons in 1894, and the decrease consequently 
amounted to 16,8463 tons; while as regards sundry iron goods, 
the figures were 346,343 tons in 1895, and 329,407} tons in 1894, 
showing an increase of 16,9354 tons. 

In the 12 months ending December 31, 1895, the amounts of 
cast steel produced were, respectively, 448,3643 tons in 1895, and 
399,253 tons in 1894, an advance of 49,1103 tons. 

In wrought steel, the production for the same period was 
386,1352 tons in 1895, and 335,9274 tons in 1894, an increase 
for the twelvemonth of 50,208} tons.—(Forcign Office Miscellaneous 
Series, No. 389.) 


RETURNS OF British SHIPPING AT ANTWERP FOR 1894 
AND 1895, 


A communication, dated March 13 last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. G. R. de Courcy Perry, Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Antwerp, enclosing returns of British shipping 
at that port for the years 1894 and 1895. From these it appears 
that the total number of British vessels which entered the port of 
Antwerp in direct trade with Great Britain and her colonies in 
1895 was 1,695, of a total tonnage of 1,095,522 tons, as against 
1,615 of a tonnage of 1,033,139 tons in 1894. The total number 
of British vessels trading direct with Great Britain and her 
colonies cleared in 1895 was 2,274, of a tonnage of 1,687,908 tons, 
as against 2,252 with a tonnage of 1,548,793 tons in 1894. 

With regard to the indirect or carrying trade in British vessels 
from and to other countries, the number of vessels entered and 
cleared in 1895 was :—entered, 979 of a total tonnage of 1,289,700 
tons; cleared, 389 vessels (694,969 tons), as against 1,615 vessels 
(1,325,570 tons) entered and 471 vessels (705,392 tons) cleared 
in 1894, 
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Repvucrion OF Ramway Rares ON CoAL FROM SILESIA TO 
Batic Ports. 

With reference to a note on p. 319 of the March number of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal,” it should be stated that the reduc- 
tion of railway rates on coal from Silesia to Baltic ports was by 
2s. 9d. per ton, the reduced rate thus being 7s. 6d. instead of 
10s. 3d. per ton. 


SUBMARINE TELEGRAPH BETWEEN F NortH AMERICA, 
AND THE FRENCH ANTILLES. 


A despatch, dated March 9 last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel,” 
containing the report of the discussion on March 3 last in the 
French Chamber of Deputies upon the proposal to establish 
telegraphic communication between France, North America, and 
the French West Indian Islands, 

The convention concluded by the French Government and the 
French Cable Company was adopted by the Chamber. 

A further despatch, dated March 26 last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Henry Howard, Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of Embassy at Paris, stating that the above proposal 
was voted by the Senate on the 24th March last without discussion ; 
and a despatch from the Foreign Office, dated April 2, transmits 
extract from the “ Journal Officiel ” giving the text of the law in 
question. 


MininG Concessions IN MADAGASCAR. 


A communication, dated February 17 last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. McMillan, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Tamatave, reporting that, on the Resident-General of France 
being approached on the subject of grants of concessions in the 
island, M. Laroche stated that the rules and regulations to be 
introduced regarding mining concessions and the exploitation of 
mineral reefs, have not yet been promulgated, but that, as soon 
as they are framed these regulations will be made known. 

In the meantime, persons desirous of devoting themselves to 
preliminary investigation, may obtain licences to prospect in the 
offices of His Excellency the Prime Minister at Antananarivo. 

These licences are generally accorded on payment of an ordinary 
fee of 25 fre. 


PROHIBITION OF ForeIGN SILVER Corns IN ANGOLA. 

A communication, dated February 13 last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. W. C. Pickersgill, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at St. Paul de Loanda, reporting that in obedience to a 
royal decree, dated December 22nd, 1895, the Governor-General 
of Angola had proclaimed the introduction of foreign silver coins 
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into the province to be illegal, and that such as then existed in 
the country could only become lawful tender by being officially 
stamped with their value in reis before the 15th March 1896, 
after which date they might continue in circulation for six 
months, or be sold to the Government. The price offered is at 
the rate of Rs. 4,500 for 20s. or 20 marks, Rs. 4,300 for 25 fre, 
and Rs. 320 for 1 rupee, in notes of the Banco Nacional Ultra- 
marino. 

The true reason for this order has not been made public, nor 
is it explained by the state of the currency. But the object of 
the Government is to enable the bank above named to dispose of 
an accumulation of about 27,0007. worth of non-Portuguese silver, 
and thus to leave the directors of the corporation without excuse 
for the unsatisfactory condition of their Loanda coffer, which 
contains no proper means of redeeming the notes they have issued, 
amounting to over 290,000/. Practically, there has been nothing 
in circulation in Angola but copper and paper for several years 
past, and Loanda notes, whether “ bank” or treasury, are subject 
to discount, even in the minor provinces of St. Thomas and Cape 
Verd, where silver is fairly plentiful. 

A supply of white coinage sufficient to cover the issue referred 
to is about to arrive from Portugal, and it is understood that in 
future the bank will be kept alive to its responsibilities. The 
contract by which it acquired a monopoly of colonial business 
expired about four years ago, and does not seem likely to be 
renewed, but whether the Government will encourage com- 
petition or not remains to be proved. At all events they are 
taking away the power which the Colonial Bank has hitherto 
held of swamping opposition. 


GOVERNMENT Monopo.y or PETROLEUM IN MONTENEGRO. 


A despatch, dated March 25 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. A. T. Waugh, Acting British Chargé 
d’Affaires at Cettinje, reporting that the Montenegrin Govern- 
ment has established a monopoly of the importation of petroleum, 
to date from March 1 last. 

Petroleum will now be imported only by the Ministry of 
Finance and sold at the rate of 2°25 florins (equal to 3s. 9d.) per 
tin, 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF SuGAR-CANE CULTIVATION IN 
Eeyprt. 


A despatch, dated March 12 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Lord Cromer, Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General at Cairo, transmitting copy of a Khedival Decree 
published in the Official Gazette sanctioning the institution of a 
joint-stock company under the title of “Société Fonciére 
d’Egypte,” which has for its chief object the development of 
sugar-cane cultivation in Egypt. 
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InpDIA-RUBRER FROM THE SOUDAN. 


A despatch, dated February 6 last, has been received from 
Colonel A. H. Maclean, British Vice-Consul at Dakar, Senegal, 
enclosing a table showing the values and description of certain 
balls of india-rubber submitted to Monsieur Sampain, President 
of the Chamber of Coramerce of St. Louis, for examination. 

These specimens of india-rubber were received from the 
Soudan by the Governor-General of “ Soudan-Senegal” on his 
return from the Soudan. 

In order to encourage the cultivation of plants producing 
india-rubber this substance is now received in payment of taxes 
in the districts mentioned in the report. 

The table can be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department, Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
between the hours of Ji and 5. 


Proposep RunnING oF NEerHERLANDS S.S. Line To Port 
ARTHUR (TExAs). 


A communication has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. A. G. Vansittart, Her Majesty’s Consul at Chicago, stating 
that it is reported that the Kansas City, Pittsburg, and Guif 
Railway at Kansas City, Mo., are trying to effect an arrangement 
with the Royal Mail line (Holland) and Netherlands American 
line, with a view to run some of their ships from Dutch ports, 
and Southampton and Liverpool, to Port Arthur, Texas, which 
latter place would become a new port. Mr. Burrough, British 
Vice-Consul at Kansas, reports that, as the arrangements have 
not yet been settled, it might be expedient to advise British 
steamship companies of the same. 

There appear to be lots of pine trees suitable for shipbuilding 
on the line of the Kansas City, Pittsburg, and Gulf Railway, in 
the Indian territory, and on borders of Louisiana. The trees are 
very tall and well formed, with very few limbs. The United 
States have a reservation of the same trees in the vicinity for 
shipbuilding purposes. 


Proposep Sure CANAL FROM THE GREAT LAKES TO THE 
Hupson River (U.S.A.). 


A despatch, dated February 27 last, has been received from 
Sir Julian Pauncefote, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington, 
transmitting copy of a report from the House of Representatives 
on Railways and Canals, dated Kebruary 18 ; also an Act passed 
by the Senate on February 24 providing for the construction 
of two steam revenue cutters of the first class for service on the 
Great Lakes, and a report from the Senate Committee on Com- 
merce accompanying the above Act. 
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The subject of the first of these enclosures is a proposed ship 
— from the Great Juakes to the navigable waters of the Hudson 

iver. 

Particulars are given in the Report of the great traffic of the 
Sault Canal at the outlet of Lake Superior and of the trade of 
the lakes generally, of the total-tonnage of shipping built on the 
Great Lakes in the United States in certain years, and of the 
rates on all freights carried on the jakes; and it is stated that 
with a canal from the lakes to the Hudson, of sufficient capacity 
so that certain vessels, such as “ whaleback” steamers, could 
pass through without breaking bulk, the cost of carrying wheat 
from the head of Lake Superior to the city of New York will be 
less than 5 cents per bushel. 

The report concludes with a strong recommendation that a 


survey be made to determine the feasibility and probable cost of 
the desired canal. 


CONCESSION FOR RaILway IN GUATEMALA. 


A despatch, dated February 13 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. F. Roberts, Her Majesty’s Acting 
Consul-General at Guatemala, transmitting copy and translation of 
a concession granted to Mr. Henry Neutze (a prominent German 
financier in Guatemala) for the construction of a railway from the 
port of Ocos to Santa Catarina, with powers of extension to San 
Marcoz. 

The port of Ocos lies about 150 miles north-east of San José 
de Guatemala (the port of Guatemala City), and is coming from 
the eastward, the last Guatemalan port before touching Mexico. 
The proposed line of rail will take a northerly direction from the 
port of Ocoa, trending slightly east to Santa Catarina, which is 
about due east from Tuxtlachico and Tapachula on the Mexican 
frontier, and will be quite near to Rodeo, a town of some size in 
the department of San Marcos, Guatemala, the approximate 
length, drawing a straight line from Ocosg, is about 15 leagues, 
but of course detours have to be made that would make it longer. 

Mr. Neutze receives a subvention from the Government of 
Gaatemala of 15,000 dois. per English mile, all materials 
necessary for the construction and for use of the labourers 
employed may be imported free of duty, all lands through which 
the railway may require to pass shall be conceded by the 
Government. 

The concession is for a period of 75 years, at the expiration of 
which the railway becomes State property without any payment 
on the part of the Government; during the aforesaid 75 years 
Mr. Neutze may dispose of his rights to any person (having, 
however, first to give the Government the option of purchase), 
but should he do so to foreigners, they, in the event of any 
questions arising, are barred from recourse to diplomatic inter- 
vention, 
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The rails are to be of steel and weigh not less than 36 lb. per 
lineal metre ; the sleepers can be of either steel or lumber. 


CoNCEssION FOR Port Works at Ocos, GUATEMALA. 

With reference to the above new railway in Guatemala, « 
further despatch, dated February 13 last, has been received 
from Mr. J. F. Roberts, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at 
Guatemala, enclosing copy and translation of a concession 
granted to Mr. Henry + and Mr. Adolph Stahl for the 
construction of a new pier at the Port of Ocos, in connection 
with the Ocos Railway of which Mr. Neutze is also concession- 
naire. 


In connection with this pier the Government of Guatemala 
will at once become great gainers by having all the necessary 
buildings for customs purposes erected for them at the expense 
of the pier company ; and the general public will be gainers by a 
decrease in the existing wharf charges. 

The new pier becomes Government property at the date of the 
expiration of the Ocos railroad concession, namely in 75 years. 


New Raitway Tarirr in Costa 


A despatch, dated February 17 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. F. Roberts, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul- 
General at Guatemala, enclosing copy and translation of the 
new tariff that has come into force on the Pacific Railway of the 
Republic of Costa Rica, starting from the Port of Punta- Arenas. 

The above can be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department, Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, between the 
hours of 11 and 5, 


Contract FOR IMPROVEMENTS AT THE Port OF Limon 
(Costa Rica). 

A despatch, dated February 17 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. F. Roberts, Her Majesty’s Acting 
Consul-General at Guatemala, enclosing a communication from Mr, 
Harrison, Her Majesty’s Consul at San José, Costa Rica, stating 
that the executive, considering it necessary to carry out some 
sanitary works in the Port of Limon—not provided for by the 
contracts entered into with Mr. M. C. Keith on March 28, 1892, 
and October 7, 18938—have decided, in accordance with the second 
clause of the latter, to make an additional contract with the said 
Mr. Keith for the required improvements, and have applied to the 
Permanent Commission for authority to contract same for a sum 
not exceeding 25 per cent. of the amount of the original contract. 
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INCREASE OF YELLOW Fever aT Rio DE JANEIRO. 


A despatch, dated February 3 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. E. C. Phipps, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Petropolis, stating that the mortality statistics for the first fort- 
night of January have just been published and show a consider- 
able increase of deaths from yellow fever. 

During that period there were 245 declared deaths from that 
disease, exclusive of such deaths as have occurred at the Maritime 
hospital on the opposite side of the Bay, especially assigned to 
yellow fever cases. 

Since the expiration of the fortnight in question the yellow 
fever mortality has rather increased and has reached as much as 
30 in a day. 

This is a feature which should not pass unnoticed. 

The year 1894 is described in the official annual report of the 
Director of the Federal Sanitary Institute as that of the “ Most 
deadly and extensive yellow fever epidemics ever experienced ” 
since the disease was, in the year 1850, imported from New 
Orleans ; it killed only 371 persons during the whole of the 
month of January that year, whereas last month not less than 
490 persons can have fallen victims to the scourge. February 
and March are far more deadly, as in 1894, 1,350 and 1,929 
victims were reported in those two months. It is, moreover, to 
be noticed that during the past year the epidemic was never 
stamped out, whilst in 1894, during the cooler months of 
September, October, and November, only five persons succumbed 
to it. The absolutely unsanitary condition of the city is daily 
subject for animadversion in the press. Mr. Phipps concludes 
his report as follows :— 

* In view of the considerable passenger tvaffic passing through 
Rio de Janeiro en route to the River Plate and other ports, I 
think it would be useful that a warning should be made public as 
to the sensible risk which British passengers or emigrants incur, 
especially during the summer months, by passing a single night 
in the city or in the suburbs of Rio de Janeiro, 

“ The disease is peculiarly fatal to foreigners and especially to 
fresh arrivals, natives being almost free from it. During the past 
year several cases have come under my notice of foreign-born 
persons who have contracted the disease immediately after their 
first arrival. 

“In the neighbourhood of the capital there is no complete 
immunity from the disease except at high altitudes ; in the towns 
of Petropolis, Theresopolis, and Novo Friburgo, though deaths 
occasionally are due to its having been contracted in the city, it is 
never propagated.” 


Tue Foreign oF Urvucuay ror 1895. 


* A despatch, dated February 9 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
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Monte Video, enclosing extract from the “Montevideo Times,” 
containing statistics issued by the Customs-house as to the import 
and export trade of 1895. 

It will be seen that, as compared with 1894, there was an 
increase in imports of 795,823 dols. (169,320/.), while, on the 
other hand, exports show a decrease of 935,868 dols. (200,000/. 
nearly), the total trade of the country diminishing by the sum of 
140,043 dols. (29,8002.). 

The year 1894 was notable for a large increase in exports, so 
that, as the “ Montevideo Times” justly points out, “ the decrease 
“ in 1895 does not necessarily indicate a relaxation of the pro- 
“ ductive powers of the Republic.” 

Imports are claesified under eight heads, of which five show an 
increase, viz., drinks, comestibles, &c., raw materials and machinery, 
various and live stock. 

Exports are classified under five heads as the division “ other 
products” may be left out. Of these only one, viz., live stock 
shows an increase. 

The prospects of the country as far as regards agriculture, &c. 
appear this year to be fairly favourable. The harvest has been 
good, the price of wool has, fortunately for sheep farmers, risen 
since last season, and the clip is reported to be clean and of good 
quality. Cattle are fetching good prices. Sheep, however, are 
reported to be suffering greatly from foot rot and also from 
maggots, both diseases being brought on by the unusual dampness 
of the season and the consequent over luxuriant growth of 


grass, 


MontTEvIDEO Customs RECEIPTS FOR JANUARY 1896. 


A despatch, dated February 6 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Montevideo, enclosing an extract from the “ Montevideo ‘limes,” 
in which the Custom-house receipts for January 1896 are given. 

These show an increase over those for December last, which 
amounted to 919,829 dols, (195,703/.), and it will also be seen 
that they are in excess of the receipts for January in the two 
past years, 

In January 1895 quarantine seriously interfered with the 
trade of the country, and caused the Customs receipts to 
be low. 

January is always a busy month, but this year the increase in 
the receipts may be partly due to the fact that importers have 
been clearing goods in considerable quantities in order to avoid 
the new import duties. 
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XVIIL—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


PropucTion OF THE WoRLD IN 1895. 
The “ Economiste Frangais ” publishes the following statement 
taken from the “ Moniteur Vinicole”” as to the amount of wine 
produced in various countries in the year 1895. 


Hectolitres. 
France - - - - 26,687,600 
Algeria - - - - 3,797,700 
Tunis - 179,800 
Italy - 21,343,400 
Spain ~ - 17,250,000 
Portugal - - - 1,995,000 
Azores, Canaries, Madeira - 210,000 
Austria - - - 3,000,000 
Hungary - - - 2,865,000 
Germany . - - 8,645,000 
Russia - - - - 720,000 
Turkey and Cyprus - - 2,400,000 
Bulgaria - - - - 1,200,000 
Greece - - - 1,600,000 
Roumania_ - - - 3,120,000 
Switzerland - - - 1,250,000 
United States - - - 850,000 
Argentina - - 1,350,000 
Chile ‘ - 1,500,000 
Australia - - - 150,000 


Sirk PRODUCTION OF THE WORLD IN 1895. 


The “ London and'China Telegraph” notes that, pending the 
final results of the inquiry made each year since 1871, the Lyons 
Syndicate of silk merchants has published some approximate and 
provisional statistics of the world’s production of silk during the 
year 1895. These figures confirm the estimates made in the 
autumn, viz., that Western Europe would show an important 
deficit upon the previous year, that several couatries of the Levant 
would furnish a production scarcely equal to 1894, but that the 
Far East would make up for the loss. The total production of 
the silk harvest of 1895 reaches 14,685,000 kilogrammes of raw 
silk, against 14,369,000 kilogrammes in 1894. These totals are 
made up as follows :— 
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1894, 1895. 
Cocoons. Raw Silk. Cocoons. Raw Silk. 
Kilos, Kilos. Kilos. Kilos. 
Western Europe -| 58,040,714 4,701,000 | 52,851,261 4,005,000 
Levant - - | 18,793,000 1,244,000 | 17,688,000 1,163,000 
Bales. Bales. 

Far East--Shanghai 71,243 3,787,000 78,000 4,153,000 
Canton - 28,820 1,354,000 30,000 1,410,006 
Yokohama 51,396 3,084,000 60,000 3,600,000 
Calcutta - 2,472 199,000 4,194 354,000 

Total - - 8,424,000 9,517,000 
Grand Total - 14,369,000 14,685,000 


Pig-tRON Propuction In Great Brivain, GERMANY, AND 
THE UNITED STATES. 

The “Iron Age” publishes the following table showing in 
thousands of tons, the annual output of pig-iron in Great Britain, 
Germany, and the United States respectively from 1870 to 1895 
inclusive. The production of Germany, which includes Luxem- 
burg, is given in metric tons of 2,204 English pounds, while 
the production of the other countries is expressed in gross tons of 
2,240 pounds, sufficiently close for this comparison. The amounts 
are given in thousands of tons, 


Years. Great Britain. Germany. United States. 
Thousand Thousand Thousand 
Gross Tons. Metric Tons. Gross Tons, 
1870 5,963 1,391 1,665 
1871 6,627 1,563 1,706 
1872 6,741 1,988 2,548 
1873 6,566 2,240 2,560 
1874 5,991 1,906 2,401 
1875 6,365 2,029 2,023 
1876 6,555 1,846 1,868 
1877 6,608 1,932 2,066 
1878 6,381 2,147 2,301 
1879 5,995 2,226 2,741 
1880 7,749 2,729 3,835 
1881 8,144 2,914 4,144 
1882 8,586 3,380 4,623 
1883 8,529 3,469 4,595 
1884 7,811 3,600 4,097 
1885 7,415 3,687 4,044 
1886 7,009 3,528 5,683 
1887 7,559 i 4,023 6,417 
1888 7,998 4,337 6,489 
1889 8,322 ( 4,524 . 7,608 
1890 7,904 4,658 9,202 
1891 7,406 4,641 8,279 
1892 6,709 4,937 9,157 
1893 6,976 4,986 7,124 
1894 7,427 5,559 6,657 
1895 8,000 5,788 9,446 
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It will be observed that, while the German annual output 
exhibited some irregularity up to 1876, from that time there has 
been a steady increase from year to year, almost without a 
break. It has, in fact, proceeded with wonderful steadiness, 
when contrasted with the figures for the United States and Great 
Britain. The United States has surpassed both the other 
countries in the expansion of its pig-iron trade, but the progress 
made has been spasmodic, sometimes going forward with 
marvellous rapidity and then retrograding’ seriously. Great 
Britain also has exhibited striking irregularity in its annual output. 
In 1870 it was producing about the same quantity that Germany 
is turning out to-day, but in the interval the United States has 
forged to the front and Germany bids fair soon to attain second 
place in the race for supremacy. 


IMPROVEMENT OF Russian Ports. 


According to the “ Bulletin Commercial,” it is stated in the 
“Odesskiu Listok” that the Russian Minister of Ways and 
Communications has just granted subsidies for the improvement 
of the principal ports, viz. :—Odessa, 677,250 roubles ; Marioupol, 
40,000 roubles ; Taganrog, 100,000 roubles; Novcrossiisk 307,000 
roubles; Poti, 197,500 roubles; Batoum, 436,500 roubles (ex- 
clusive of a sum allowed for the damages occasioned by the recent 
storms); Libau, 319,700 roubles: Riga, 272,000 roubles. A sum 
of 660,000 roubles has been appointed for the purchase of a 
dredger for the harbours of the Black Sea, and 3,200,000 roubles 
will be reserved for works connected with the dredging and 

regulation of the course of the river Volga. 


Tue Farr or Nisni-NOvGoRoD. 


According to the “Jonrnal de St. Petersbourg” the annual 
fair of Nijni-Novgorod this year, instead of being opened on the 
15th July, as usual, will, by special permission of the Emperor, 
be inaugurated on the same date as the Nijni-Novgorod 
Exhibition. 


STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY. 


The Italian Consul at Helsingfors in a recent report, noticed 
in the “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” refers to the develop- 
ment and flourishing condition of the Finland Steam Navigation 
Company. 

This Company proposes to establish a regular line between the 
northern ports and the chief Mediterranean ports. 
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With this object, two new vessels have been built which can 
take cargoes of 2,000 tons and attain a speed of 11 knots an hour 
when so loaded, while the largest of the other vessels of the 
Company can only carry 1,400 tons. 

These ships, which will be ready early in the summer, are 
principally for the transport of merchandise, but will also contain, 
besides officers’ cabins, 11 small cabins of one berth each for 
passengers. They will be fitted up with all the most recent 
improvements, including two steam cranes for loading and 
discharging cargo, as well as a double bottom for water ballast 
in order to increase their steadiness and security. 


Tur SAMARCAND-TASHKEND RAILWAY. 


The “ Journal de St. Petersbourg ” states that, according to a 
recent rumour, when the Samarcand-Tashkend line is finished, 
one of the stations will be connected with the Trans-Siberian line 
with the view of affording an outlet into the Central Asian 
provinces for Siberian grain. 


UTILISATION OF WaTER POWER IN Norway. 


“ The Engineering and Mining Journal” of New York states 
that, according to a Reuter despatch from Christiania, the estate 
of Hafslund, near the great waterfall known as the Sarpsfos, 
between Christiania and Géteborg, has been acquired by a 
syndicate, chiefly consisting of German and American capitalists, 
for the sum of 800,000 kroner. The purchasers intend to form 
a large company, with a capital of 3,000,000 to 5,000,000 kroner, 
in order to utilise the water power of the falls for electrical force, 
and establishing aluminum works on the same principle as those 
now being constructed at the falls of Foyers, in Scotland. The 
Sarpsfos is one of the finest falls in south-eastern Norway, being 
74 ft. in height and 116 ft. in width. The water power is 
already utilised, however, by numerous sawmills and cellulose 
factories, and the railway crosses the fall, so that the proposed 
new works will probably not interfere to any great extent with 
the artistic aspect of the place. 


GERMAN IRON AND STEEL TRADE IN 1895. 


The following particulars of the import and export trade of 
Germany in iron and steel in the year 1895, as compared with 
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1894, are taken from the German Official Monthly Accounts 
for December 1895 :—- 


Imports. Exports. 
Description , 
1894. 1895. 1894. 1895. 
| 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Iron ore - ~ - | 2,093,007 | 2,017,136 | 2,558,729 | 2,480,136 
Pig and semi-manufactured : — 
Pig iron - - - 203,948 188,217 154,647 135,289 
Oldiron - - - 7,900 11,839 77,728 84,814 
Ingots, &c. - - - 719 757 41,992 61,808 
Total - - - 212,567 200,313 | 274,362 281,911 
Manufactured products : 
Rails - - - 3,542 1,831 119,410 116,627 
Bar iron - . - 19,966 19,777 300,558 277,991 
Plates and sheets - - 4,409 4,968 90,012 124,015 
Wire, ordinary - - ™ 4,573 5,085 123,900 115,633 
Do., coppered, polished, &c. ~ 315 498 85,918 89,699 
Large castings - - 4,246 5,121 16,239 19,066 
Anchors, &e. - - - 1,415 1,389 644 729 
Tubes, forged - - - 1,989 2,886 28,552 32,592 
Large unfinished castings, &c. - 5,040 4,133 103,818 116,326 
Finished castings, &c. - - 5,021 4,789 15,874 18,823 
Hardware, forgediron - - 1,255 1,324 
All other - ~ - 5,977 6,116 280,163 334,408 
Total - -| 57,748 | 57,917 | 1,165,088 | 1,245,909 
Machinery, &c. : 
Locomotives, locomobiles - 2,538 2,003 5,686 7,988 
Machines for wood-working —- 3,033 3,221 1,698 1,548 
Do., for foundries - - 32,146 32,909 90,842 97,185 
Do., for forges - - 2,988 3,116 15,121 16,078 
Do., for other metals - - 267 287 666 846 
Sewing-machines, cast-iron - 2,981 5,249 8,020 9,625 
Do., forged iron - - 27 39 5 4 
All other - - - 226 172 206 222 
Total - - 44,518 47,207 125,156 136,872 


Coat TRADE OF GERMANY IN 1895. 

According to a recent number of “ Kuhlew’s Trade Review” 
the imports of coal into Germany in 1895 amounted to 5,117,356 
tons; of coke, to 461,779 tons; of lignite, to 7,181,050 tons ; 
and of briquettes, to 59,806 tons. The exports of coal from 
Germany in 1895 amounted to 10,360,838 tons; of coke, to 
2,293,328 tons; of lignite, to 18,814 tons; and of briquettes, to 
200,374 tons. The consumption of coal at Berlin in 1895 is 
estimated at 1,426,726 tons, showing a falling-off of 31,473 tons 
as compared with 1894. The consumption of lignite and 
briquettes at Berlin in 1895 is estimated at 779,100 tons, showing 
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an increase of 63,213 tons as compared with 1894. The con- 
sumption of English coal at Berlin during the same period was 
estimated at 230,501 tons, or 41,297 tons more than in 1894, 


GERMAN SHIPBUILDING IN 1895. 


According to a report of the French Consul-General at 
Hamburg (“ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce”) the tonnage of 
ships built in German yards in 1895 amounted to 101,402 tons 
as against 117,621 tons in 1894. Notwithstanding this decrease 
of about 6,000 tons, the result should be considered satisfactory, 
the year 1894 having been one of exceptional activity. In 1893 
and 1892 the figures were 66,474 and 48,208 tons respectively. 4 


GERMAN CEMENT INDUSTRY. 


According to the “ Engineering and Mining Journal” of New 
York, there are about 63 cement works in the whole of Germany. 
The Rhine is the principal centre for this manufacture, but in 
the neighbourhood of Hamburg there are three or four establish- 
ments for the production of the article. The annual production 
of Germany amounts to nearly 11,000,000 barrels, giving employ- 
ment to some 1,800 hands, whose annual earnings amount to 
some 698,780/. The largest customers for this article in Europe 
are Russia and Norway, and of transatlantic countries, the 
Uniied States, Brazil, Chile, and Venezuela. The exportation 
to Great Britain and British Possessions is comparatively small. 
The following table gives approximately the quantity and value 
exported to “European and other countries :—Norway, 58,5C0 
ewt., 6,7002; Russia, 34,353 cewt., 2,9002; United Stated. 
1,386,872 ewt. 168,0007; Brazil, 446,340 ewt., 40,2002. 
Chile, 131,000 cvt., 13,000/.; Venezuela, 103,000 ewt., 


ConstRUCTION ON Suips 1n ITAty. 


The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” publishes the text of 
a law which passed the Italian Senate in December last, by which 
it is decreed (a) that the articles of Chapters I. and II. of the 
law of 6th December 1885, on the mercantile marine ; and (d) 
the law of 30th June 1889, concerning construction bounties in 
shipbuilding, are to remain in force until the 30th June 1896, 
provided that no new law affecting the mercantile marine be 
passed previous to that date. 
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AvstTRO-HUNGARIAN MINT. 


The French “Bulletin de Statistique,” in a recent number, 
states that the total value of new coins struck at the various mints 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire up to the 3lst July 1895, 
according to the law of the 2nd August 1892 was 385,506,000 
florins that is, 288,763,000 florins of gold crowns, 67,277,000 of 
silver crowns, 26,714,000 of nickel hellers, and 2,752,000 of 
bronze hellers. 


Of the total value of 385,506,000 florins, 232,342,000 florins 
were for Austria proper, and 153,164,000 for Hungary. 


PropucTion oF Tosacco 1x RouMANIA IN 1895. 

The tobacco crop in Roumania of 1895, according to the 
“Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople” 
amounted to 4,202,820 kilogs., as against 2,247,944 in 1894, 
The improvement is not only in the quantity but in the quality 
of the crop and, calculating on the basis of the sale prices, the 
-average yield was of a value of 359 francs per hectare in 1895, 
as against 212 francs per hectare in 1894. The number of 
planters in 1895 was about 20,000 (15,802 in 1894), and of 
-hectares cultivated about 7,000 (5,562 in 1894). 


PROJECTED FLoatine Dock at GALATZ. 

The “ Bulletin Commercial” states that, according to a 
Bucharest journal, the Minister of Public Works has submitted to 
the Roumanian Chamber a Bill authorising the immediate con- 
_struction at Galatz of a floating dock for ships’ repairs. The 
total cost is estimated at 1,000,000 francs, divided as follows :— 
Construction of dock, 650,000 frs.; construction and fitting of 
repairing shed, 100,000 frs.; and sundry expenses, 250,000 frs. 


Tue Trape or RouMANIA. 

The fish trade of Roumania, says the “ Handels Museum” of 
February 27, forms the subject of an interesting article in the 
periodical “Societatei Centrale de Agricultura,” from which the 
following figures are extracted :—The imports of salted and fresh 
fish of all kinds, dried or smoked, sturgeon, sterlet, eels, pike, 
stockfish, herrings, and mackerel, is continually increasing, and 
in 1894 amounted to 6,778,902 kilogs. of the value of 4,185,604 
fre. The exports have fallen off; in 1880 they amounted to 
-3,095,942 kilogs. (value 1,900,225 frs.), but in 1894 they had 
fallen to 1,309,106 kilogs. (value 785,672 frs.) Tunny fish, 
sardines in vessels, rough caviar, black caviar, and other fish 
products, which are less important articles of trade, Roumania 
annually imports tothe value of about half a million francs and 
exports about 140,000 frs, 
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The average annual importation of fish into Roumania in the 
18 years, 1877 to 1894, was 5,052,617 kilos. of the value of 
3,639,072 frs., whilst the average of the exports in the same 
period was 1,550,310 kilos, valued at 974,182 frs, ‘so that 
Roumania pays annually 2,664,890 frs, for her fish supply. In 
the 18 years in question this excess of value of the imports over 
that of the exports amounted to 48,068,007 frs.; on this account 
the competition of Russia is regarded as calamitous, as large 

uantities of Russian fish, favoured by the tariff, are thrown on 


the Roumanian markets, and this commodity competes with the 
Roumanian in Servia and Austria-Hungary. | 


THe FINANCES OF THE TRANSVAAL. 

The “Natal Mercury” states that the Transvaal revenue 
returns for 1895, which have just been published, give a clear 
idea of the very great progress made by the State during the 
past year. The gross income for the year totalled 4,358,912, 
and the net income 3,539,955. In 1894 the net income was 
2,247,7281., so that the increase for the year has been 57 per 
cent. It is interesting to look at the rate of progress made 
during the past few years, and the following table will show 
better than any other way how marked this progress has been, 
and how greatly the revenue has increased within the past year 
or two especially :— 


Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ 
1887 - > 668,433 621,073 
1888 884,440 720,492 
1889 - 1,577,445 1,201,135 
1890 . - 1,229,060 1,386,461 
1891 - 967,191 1,350,073 
1892 - - 1,225,829 1,188,765 
1893 1,702,684 1,302,054 
1894 - - 2,247,728 1,734,738 
1895 ~ 3,539,955 2,679,095 


It would be still more interesting if we had the statistics as 
far back as the date of the foundation of the present Republic. 
We should then see that in less than 15 years the revenue of the 
country has risen from a few tens of thousands, insufficient to pay 
the expenses of administration, to nearly as many millions, giving 
each year a handsome surplus over a fairly heavy expenditure, 
At present there cannot well be less than a surplus of 2,000,0001. 
in the State Treasury, and, of course, the whole of this remark- 
able if not unprecedented progress in the rise of a country from 
practical bankruptcy to opulence has been due to the discovery 
of the goldfields, and the energy, capital, and perseverance thrown 
into their development by the alien population. 
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Tue Foreign oF New York Ciry. 


One of the functions of the New York Chamber of Commerce 
is the preparation of an analysis of annual reports of exports and 
imports of the United States for the fiscal year, separating totals 
for New York city from those for other ports. In this way some 
measure is obtained of the fluctuation in New York city’s propor- 
tion of foreign commerce. 

A comparison of total annual values of foreign commerce at 
New York and at remaining ports, separately, during 11 years 
shows, according to “ Bradstreet,” that the proportion of the 
total foreign trade at New York and elsewhere has been fairly 
constant, continuing about 54 per cent. of the whole during this 
time, as contrasted with 56 per cent. 11 years ago. 

Of the imports at New York one-sixth only ifi value were 
received in American vessels, and one-ninth of the imports only 
went out in American vessels. Interest is lent by the fact that of 
the importations at other ports one-fifth arrived in American 
vessels, a larger proportion than at the city named, while of 
domestic exports sent out from other ports than New York about 
one-tenth in value went abroad in American vessels, a trifle less 
than the proportion so going from New York. 

Total foreign commerce of the United States for the fiscal 
year 1894-95 was 1,709,867,836 dols., of which, as explained, 
New York city reported 934,290,314 dols., or 54 per cent. The 

ear before the value of total foreign trade at all ports was 
50,432,355 dols. larger than last year, so the decrease from the 
year 1893-94 is about 3 per cent. Of this falling off the decrease 
at New York is 27,028,077 dols., also about 3 per cent. 


Proposep Sucar Bounty 1n Iowa. 
According to the “Sugar Cane” for April 1896, the Iowa 
Legislature is considering a Bill for the payment of a bounty of 
1 cent per pound on all sugar manufactured in the State, such 
sugar to contain at least 90 per cent. of crystallised sugar, and in 
the case of beet sugar a minimum of 5 dols. per ton must have 
been paid on the raw material. 


IMMIGRATION. 


The “ Mexican Herald,” in an article on the subject of Mexican 
immigration and the investment of foreign capital in Mexican 
concerns, notes that capital in Europe, and especially in the great. 
banking centre of the world, London, is steadily accumulating, 
and it will not be very long before it will be looking afield for 
investment. 

Possibly the trend for investments may now turn to Mexico. 
There are few other countries that are naturally so rich, and 
where such large returns for invested capital may be realised. 
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It is true that, not speaking of the railways, a good deal of 
English money has been from time to time thrown away as much 
in Mexico as ever it has been in the Argentine, but that has not 
been the fault of the country. Every year secs the formation of 
London companies to undertake impossible things and controlled 
by impossible managers, and every year sees them go out of 
existence. 

Undoubtedly Mexico requires capital to develop her latent 
industries, to exploit her immense mineral wealth, to hew into 
her rich forests, to spin, to trade, to breed cattle and delve into 
her extraordinary tropical resources; but the flow of British 
capital in the form of companies to work up improbable under- 
takings, will in the long run recoil upon the country and will 
give it no good name. 

What Mexico does want from Europe, and especially from 
Great Britain, is immigration and that of a certain class. 

Within the British Isles to-day are thousands of young men, 
of education and good blood, whose parents are rich enough to 
give each a small capital to start in life with, say from 5001. 
upwards—and who in fact leave their homes yearly in vast 
numbers to carve out for themselves fortune in a new country— 
in Australia, in Africa, in the United States, and in the North 
West Territories, and it would be well for Mexico if a few of 
these young men would tempt fortune there. 

A class of young men, well educated, possessed of the tact and 
politeness of breeding and good education, with a sufficiency of 
capital of their own, and who would embark into tropical cultivation, 
&., would indeed be a boon to the country. A pauper immigra- 
tion from Europe or any other quarter is not needed. What is 
required is the small capitalist of the very best type and one with 
thews and sinews, and blessed with confidence in himself and 
common sense and pluck. 

There is a great field for this class of immigrant in Mexico, and 
it may be hoped that their attention may be turned to this, a 
comparatively new field, for their energy and capital. 

There are other lands besides England where the same class 
of emigrants may be obtained, but none where there are so many, 
and those so adventurous. 

If Great Britain would give Mexico more men of such a type 
it would be a good thing for the country. 


Tue Mexican INpusTRY. 


According to the “ Mexican Herald,” the profits of cattlemen 
in the United States are very greatly curtailed by the item of 
transportation. The principal grazing regions are at long dis- 
tances from the points of consumption, and the freight by rail, or 
the expense by driving, together with the natural shrinking 
resulting from such long transportation, makes a very considerable 
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loss to the owner of the cattle. Moreover, the variation in the 
climate, not only from day to day, but from one season of the 
year to another, prevents the rapid fattening of stock. In the 
winter season the snow-covered pastures necessitate the mainten- 
ance of all stock intended for the market with grain and fodder, 
and shelter from the cold, while that which is left to range barely 
manages to subsist from one cold autumn to the next wet and 
blustering spring. The high prices of grazing land which is at 
all desirable necessitates a very large investment of capital in the 
business, entirely independent of the amount in cattle itself. Yet, 
in spite of these difficulties, the exportation of beef is an industry 
in which large fortunes are yearly made. This is due, not to the 
natural advantages of the country, but to the enterprise, energy, 
and ability of those interested in it, many of whom have made 
immense fortunes. 

In Mexico, on the other hand, the best cattle ranges are in 
the foothills near the coast, and in immediate proximity to lines 
of transportation. The pastures are green almost the entire 
year. There is no cold weather necessitating the sheltering or 
feeding of stock, no fodder to be purchased nor stores of grain 
to be laid away for use when the pastures are unproductive. 
Grazing lands are cheap, and will support more head of cattle 
per acre the year round than those of the United States will in 
the summer months. And yet, in spite of these advantages, 
there is almost no cattle export compared with what might be if 
the lands adapted to that purpose were all utilised. The Mexican 
cattlemet can compete on most favourable terms in the markets 
of the world with those of any other country, as taxes are 
low and all expenses paid in silver. The cultivated perennial 

es of the foothill regions are luxuriant growers, most 
nutritious, and can be used the entire year through. At any season 
advantage can be taken of the markets to obtain high prices when 
less favoured regions further north cannot suppiy them with fat 
stock. Although, at present, the foreign market is confined 
to the United States, the time is coming when the European 
markets will be supplied from Mexico doom, as the natural 
advantages of the country are much greater than those of any 
other section. No effort is, however, being made to build up a 
foreign market, due partly to lack of capital and partly to lack of 
enterprise. The technical knowledge necessary to successfully 
carry on the exportation of beef, either on the hoof or in cold 
storage, is lacking in Mexico, and native capitalists are afraid to 
venture funds in, to them, an unknown industry. 

The present production of cattle is to a certain extent limited 
by home markets, but the possibilities of production have prac- 
tically no limit. Whoever first occupies the field with the 
necessary energy, knowledge, and capital will establish an industry 
rivalling in importance, and exceeding in profits, that of the 
Armors and Swifts of America. 

Argentina and Australia are exporting much to Europe. They 
are thousands of miles further away from market than Mexico, 
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and their cold storage ships have to pass under the . Equator, 
while their pasturage is more subject to drought and frost. The 
margin between cost of production in Mexico and market price 
in Europe is so great that only the most gross mismanagenent or 
ignorance can prevent the greatest pecuniary success resulting 
from the development of the grazing lands; but the Mexican 
capitalist is timid, and hesitates long before embarking in a new 
industry, especially whea so many opportunities in known and 
tried industries are presented to him. As long as the human race 
continues to use meat as an article of diet, so long will the 
grazier of the foothills of eastern Mexico reap the greatest profits 
from the industry, for it can be produced better and cheaper, 
and nearer to market there than elsewhere. 


Propuction oF CaouTcuouc IN BRAZIL. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” states that, according to American 
statistics, the production of caoutchouc in the province of Para 
(Brazil), which is constantly on the increase, has doubled in the 
last 12 years, and quintupled in the last 30 years. The pro- 
duction of 1895 was 13:4 per cent. greater than that of 1894 and 
10°2 per cent. greater than that of 1893. 

The following statement shows the value of the exports in. 
certain years :— 


Years. | Value. 
| £ 

1865 8,243,000 
1870 10,528,000 
1875 15,144,000 
1880 18,889,000 
1885 29,310,000 
1890 36,300,000 
1895 46,363,000 


The imports of caoutchouc into the United States have 
increased in about the same proportion as the exports from Brazil 
out in 1895, for the first time, the amount of caoutchouc sent 
from Para to Europe was greater than that sent to the United 
States. The increase is specially noticeable in England, France, 
and Germany, where Para caoutchouc is in great demand. 


ConsuLAR INVOICES IN VENEZUELA. 


According to the “ Journal Officiel” merchandise imported into 
Venezuela must be accompanied by consular invoices, to be drawn 
out in quadruplicate, one copy of which must be viséd by the 
Venezuelan Consul. 

The viséd copy is sent under cover to the consignee of the 
goods, who must present it at the Custom-house within three days 
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after the arrival of the ship, in order to ensure the release of the 
goods : two copies remain with the Venezuelan Consul to be for- 
warded to the Venezuelan authorities at Caracas. 

The cost of the consular invoice, whatever be the contents, 
varies from 20 to 24 francs according to exchange. 

The invoice should be drawn up with the greatest care. 

The gross weight must be set down iz: writing and the contents 
of the packages must be distinctly stated. Goods are divided into 
classes and pay duty on the gross weight, consequently the question 
of “packing” is an important one. <A false declaration or even an 
error as to the contents of a package involves payment of the 
highest class of dues. R 

The following may serve as a model for a consular invoice :— 


Venezuela. 
No, ‘ Folio 
Invoice of goods shipped by , in the port of ’ 
on the steamer » Captain , for consign- 
ment to , in the port cf , on account 
of 
Packages. 
Contents | | Valoe 
| Bees. Numbers | Numbers | crip- | P ges. in 


in 
Figures. | Writing. — 


Customs oF Uruevay. 


According to the “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels,” the 
Customs receipts for Uruguay for January 1896 show a marked 
improvement on the figures for the corresponding period of 
previous years, amounting to 1,065,819 piastres, as against 
885,103 for January 1895, 924,716 for the same period of 1894, 
and 769,197 for the corresponding month of 1893. 

The total value of the Customs receipts for the year ending 
December 31, 1895, was 10,632,328 piastres, as against 10,256,902 
for 1894, and 9,004,160 for 1895. 


ARGENTINE Woo. 


A recent number of the “ Australasian ” states that, according 
to the estimate of Argentine authorities, the wool clip of 1895 
will be the greatest ever obtained; and the advanced price will 
make the money return, much greater than it has been in any 
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recent year. In 1884 Argentina exported 114,000 tons of wool 
for 32,000,000 dols. gold; and in 1894 the exports amounted to 
162,000 tons, worth only 29,000,000 dols. gold. 


Output OF BEEF AND MuTTON IN ARGENTINA. 


The following figures, obtained from a private source, may, 
according to the “South American Journal,” be accepted as 
correct ; they represent the output of beef and mutton in 1895. 
Of frozen meat the year’s output is shown in the subjoined 
table :— 


Carcasses of Quarters of 
Company. Mutton. Beef. 
Sansinena Company - - 773,262 14,976 
Las Palmas Produce Company - - - 626,953 4,876 
The River Plate Fresh Meat Company - 522,677 _ 
Total - - - 1,922,892 19,852 


Of preserved meat, 13,556 boxes, weighing in all 1,264,539 lbs., 
were exported. In addition, the Argentina Preserved Meat 
Company slaughtered and prepared 58,000 bullocks and 8,500 
wethers. Of jerked or sun-dried salted beef, 10,800 bales, weigh- 
ing 1,392,558 lbs., were sent to Brazil, and 23,830 bales, weighing 
3,073,212 lbs., to Cuba. It is likely that, in the course of a few 
years, the sun-dried beef trade will die out, though, on the whole, 
it is a cheap and wholesome way of preserving beef, and, for 
tropical countries, it is at any rate safe. The first Spanish 
colonists learnt the art of sun-drying and preserving beef from 
the Incas, but the origin of the system has never been cleared up 
from the shadows of American tradition. 


Tospacco IN SUMATRA. 


According to a report of Mr. E. Spencer Pratt, Consul- 
General for the United States at Singapore, the crop of tobacco 
from the east coast of Sumatra which, since 1869, had been 
gradually increasing, reached a total of over 236,000 bales of 
174 Ibs. each in 1890. This was evidently too large a crop for 
the consumption, for heavy loss was sustained by planters, many 
of whom, working with slender means, had to close their estates, and 
even the Deli Maatschappj suffered a loss that year. In 1891, the 
crop was about 10,000 bales less, and prices improved, but although 
the big companies made comparatively small profits, many private 
planters had to close. This reduced the crop of 1892 to about 
150,000 bales, which brought good prices and evidently stimulated 
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the production, for the crop of 1893 rose to 160,000 bales, and 

i the 1894 crop, which is now being disposed of, is estimated at 

i about 200,000 bales or more. 

The opinion is that there is at present no demand for more 
than 200,000 bales a year at the most, and when the production 
surpasses this quantity, another crisis will be experienced. 

, As far as can be ascertained at present, there are on the east 
coast of Sumatra 26 public companies and about 25 private 
planters engaged in tobacco cultivation. 

As to the mode of cultivation, the planting is done by Chinese 
coolies, imported chiefly direct from China. When the number 
from China proves insufficient, Chinese are engaged in the 
Straits Settlements on contract. 

. Each Chinese coolie gets a field of three-fourths of a bouw 

i (1 bouw = 1# acres). He has to plant tobacco on that field, and 

he gets payment for his labour when the tobacco is ripe and 
delivered by him to his master. When he delivers his tobacco, 
the coolie is paid per 1,000 plants, according to quality, from 
1 dol. to8 dols. During the planting season, however, he 

receives an advance of 5 dols. per month. 

f When the tabacco is in the fermenting sheds, the Chinese work 

in the sheds on contract until the planting season commences 

again. They are chiefly employed at sorting tobacco, and 
receive three-fourths of a cent for each bundle of 35 to 40 leaves. 

The payment of coolies on the estates is made on the Ist and 16th 

of the month, when they are paid what they have earned, or given 

advances. 

Besides Chinese, Japanese coolies are employed, who, in the 
beginning, get 6 dols, a month, and the women 3 dols. per month. 
They are used for roadmaking, shed building, and jungle cutting 
or clearing work. These wages must be considered as a minimum ; 
as soon as they learn their work, they enter into contracts for 
piece one and a good workman can earn as much as 12 dols, per 
month. 


Tue JAPAN Sreamsuie Company. 


With reference to an article on pp. 161-162 of the February 
number of the “Board of Trade Journal,’ the “ Bombay 
Gazette ” states that Messrs. Tata and Sons, the Bombay agents. 
of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha (Japan Mail Steamship Co.), have 
just learnt by wire that the directors have resolved to extend the 
operations of this company to Europe. The first steamer of the 
new monthly service, the “ Tosa Maru,” 5,789 tons gross, was to. 
leave Yokohama on the 15th of March, and is due about the idth 
of April. After her arrival she will engage cargo for European 
ports. The “Tosa Maru,” formerly known as the “Islam,” has 
been recently renovated, and fitted up to take a few passengers. 
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EsTABLISHMENT OF A STEEL FouNDRY IN JAPAN. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” of New York, 
states that the Japanese are now manufacturing a considerable 
amount of mining machinery and with success, This, of 
course, applies only to the lighter forms, as their works are not 
yet of sufficient magnitude nor of the necessary equipment to turn 
out the heavier pieces. 

It is quite evident that their ambitions go beyond this, and they 
propose to be independent of other countries in their requirements 
for ordnance and small arms, by the aid of their own iron mines, 
their own fuel and their own skill. The Japanese Government 
has recently arranged for the establishment of a steel foundry in 
Japan with the firm of Sir W. G. Armstrong & Co., of London, 
on the following terms :—The materials at present to be imported 
from England; not more than 20 per cent. of the workmen to be 
English, the balance to be Japanese; if a new arm is invented in 
England it is to be manufactured also at the Japanese works; a 
subsidy is provided for a stated number of years, at the expiration 
of which period the Japanese Government will acquire the works. 
by purchase. 


Rise or Prices JAPAN. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial ” (Brussels) states in a recent issue, 
with regard to the competition of Japan with European countries 
in certain industries, that hitherto many kinds of Japanese goods 
had the advantage, owing to cheap labour, of costing much less than 
similar European articles, but it appears that this will not continue 
to be so. The native Japanese press announces that an extra- 
ordinary rise of prices has lately taken place in Japan, and that the 
movement does not yet seem to have lost its upward tendency. 
The rise has especially affected articles of luxury. In the case of 
some of these, among which may be mentioned silk and cotton 
articles, the prices have risen as much as 30 and 40 per cent. in 
comparison with those of 1893. Rice, barley, salt, sugar, coal, 
wood and metal articles are also to be found ina list of some 
22 different kinds affected by the upward movement. 

It is noticeable also that the rise in prices has heen accompanied 
by a considerable increase in the rate of wages, consequent on the 
departure of a large number of Japanese artisans and workmen 
for Formosa and Wei-Hai-Wei. 


TRADE BETWEEN JAPAN AND AUSTRALIA. 


According to a report of the Austrian Consul at Yokohama, 
published in the “Handels-Museum” for February 27, the 
question of establishing a regular exchange of commodities 
between Japan and Australia has been lately raised in the former 
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country more than once, the project being to exchange the 
productions of Japanese industry for the raw materials of 
Australia. 

Several representatives of Australian export syndicates have 
visited Japan within the last few months. In October 1895 


samples of the products of Australia were exhibited in the 
native Chamber of Commerce and Industry at Tokio by a 
representative of the South Australian export trade. This 
exhibition made little impression, as it did not form a good 
collection of samples. Besides the photographs of Australian 
breeds of horses and horned cattle—which might perhaps be 
useful to Japan for the improvement of her system of cattle 
breeding, the samples of wool seemed to be the only articles of 
importance to Japanese trade. Samples of flour, tallow, wine 


(characterised by the Consul as dear, and of medium quality), 
eucalyptus oil, dried fruit, preserves and ostrich feathers were 
also exhibited. As the Japanese woollen industry develops, the 
importation of Australian wool should be capable of considerable 
expansion, and the same may be said of the exports of Japanese 
silk and cotton goods to Australia. It is also said that the 
Japanese are about to establish a subventioned line of steamers 
to Australia. 


Raitways IN InpiA. 

A memorandum has been received from the Public Works 
Department of the Government of India notifying that the Ennur 
branch of the Bezvada-Madras Railway, a length of 8°52 miles, 
was opened for the public carriage of passengers on the 22nd 
February 1896. 

The section of the Wazirabad Lyallpur railway from Sangla to 
Lyllpur, a distance of 27:18 miles, was opened for the public 
carriage of passengers and goods on the 15th February 1896 ; 
and the section of the East Coast State railway from Rambla 
station to Khurda road station, a distance of 61°53 miles, was 
opened for the public carriage of passengers and goods on the Ist 
March 1896. 


Tue BompBay SAtt TRADE, 


According to the “ Pioneer Mail,” which quotes from the 
report on the administration of the Bombay Salt and Continental 
Customs Department for the past year, the 1894-95 salt season 
was generally favourable for manufacture throughout the Presi- 
dency ; the number of works was increased, and the works at 
Sanikatta were reopened with improved arrangements for storage. 
At the Runn works the quantity of salt manufactured and 
brought to account was, with the exception of one year, the 
largest on record by four lakhs of maunds. The most marked 
improvement was, however, in the Konkan works, where the 
previous year’s figures were improved on by 35 per cent. At 
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Kharaghoda, it is shown, experiments were continued for the 

urpose of discovering fresh sources of supply, and resulted in a 
substantial addition to the known brine-yielding area, while the 
whole of the ground was surveyed and demarcated with a view to 
the elaboration of a scheme for the systematic development of the 


worke, The Imperial revenue under salt increased by close 


upon 18 lakhs in the year, a fact which is attributed to the 
growth of the issues from all works in the Bombay Presidency, 
to larger imports from Goa, and also to some extent to an increase 
in the duty recovered under the credit bond system on salt issued 
in the previous year. Meanwhile charges were the same, and the 
expense of working unaltered. 


Breeps OF CaTTLE IN THE N.W. PRovINcES AND OvupuH. 

A copy of Bulletin No. 2 of the Veterinary Series of the 
Department of Land Records and Agriculture, being a Note on 
Breeds of Cattle in the District of Bahraich (Oudh), has been 
received at the Board of Trade from the India Office. 

The bulletin deals with the Suitability of the District for 
Cattle Breeding; Breeds of Cattle; Stall Feeding; General 
Management of Cattle; Uses to which Cattle are put; Cattle 
Markets ; Breeding Bulls; Cattle Diseases, &c., &c. 


ReveNUE Returns or Care Couony. 

A. communication, dated March 9 last, has been received from 
the Ageut-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing copies 
of comparative statements, from which it appears that the revenue 
received in the month of January last was 597,4271, showing a 
net increase of 80,118/. on the corresponding amount for 1895. 
For the seven months, July—January 1895-96, it amounted to 
3,810,292/., showing a net increase of 751,997/. on the amount for 
the corresponding period of 1894-95. 


CANADIAN TIMBER IN 1895. 


The “ Monetary Times” of Toronto states that the year 1895 
has not been by any means a satisfactory one for makers or sellers 
of Canadian lumber. Demand from the United States was, in the 
early part of the year, limited, and prices declined. The 
insurrection in Cuba, which is a considerable market for the 
coarser grade, restricted exports thither; and to Argentina a 
disappointingly small quantity has been sent. Building being 
dull in the Western States, the lumber producers there sent 
unusual shipments eastward. As a result of all these things, 
added to the quietness of business in the States, prices have 
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declined. But there is still another feature which is a very 
important one. The development of the Southern States has 
resulted in an enormously increased output of Southern pine. 
And this pine goes to the Northern and Eastern States, ee 
the place of the coarser grades of Canadian and North-Western 
pine at lower prices. Of course it does not affect the choice pine 
of Canada, which it cannot equal, nor are their prices of square 
timber lower than Canadian. But cargoes of pitch pine boards 
have reached Oswego, N.Y., which have been carried onal from 
New York by the Erie Canal, and have been sold at prices 
‘Canadian traders cannot touch. 

The Canadian supply is abundant; the mill men on _ the 
Georgian Bay and in the Ottawa District are carrying more 
coarse lumber, probably, than they have done for years, and it is 
no exaggeration to say that prices of common lumber are 10 to 15 
per cent. lower than they were 12 months ago. But it is agreeable 
to learn that the supply of choice is not in excess of the ordinary 
demand, and the prices are firm. So that, when revival of business 
comes, some activity may be expected. 


Sisat InpustRY OF THE BAHAMAS. 


A paper was read on March 18 last before the Society of Arts 
on the Sisal Industry of the Bahamas by Dr. D. Morris, C.M.G., 
Assistant Director of the Royal Gardens, Kew, who has recently 
returned from a visit which he paid to that colony at the request 
of the Colonial Government. 

With reference to this subject a despatch, dated March 30, has 
been received at the Board of Trade from the Colonial Office, 
forwarding a copy of the Journal of the Society of Arts for the 
week ended March 20, containing Dr. Morris’ paper, and stating 
that it is proposed to present it to Parliament among the Annual 
Colonial Reports. 


Ramtway Trarric Earnines In New Wa zs. 


From a communication received from the Agent-General for 
New South Wales it appears that the earnings of the New South 
Wales railways in December last amounted to 250,681/,, as com- 
pared with 278,388. in December 1894. In the 12 months ended 
31st December 1895, the aggregate earnings were 2,843,0741., as 
compared with 2,835,084/. for the same period of 1894, The 
Jength of line open is 2,531} miles. 

As regards the tramways, the receipts for December last 
amounted to 26,208/., as against 27,131/.in 1894. The length of 
line open is 61 miles. 
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The railway earnings for January 1896 amounted to 247,455/. 
as againet 240,763/. in the same month of 1895, and the tramways 
receipts for January 1896 were 26,605/., as compared with 
25,690/. for January 1895. 


REVENUE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


According to a recent number of the “ British Australasian,” 
the revenue of Western Australia for the year ended December 
31, 1895, amounted to 1,438,7171, as compared with 863,6791. 
for the previous year. The receipts of the various departments 
as compared with those in 1894 were :—Customs, 621,825/., an 
increase of 206,742/.; land, 153,8767, an increase of 48,1872. ; 
mines, 77,885/, an increase of 68,425/.; postages, &c., 51,1431, 
an increase of i6,172/.; telegrams, 61,9437, an increase of 
36,2781; railways, 348,7411, an increase of 150,187/; and 
stamps, 43,667/., an increase of 29,1907. The export of gold from 
the colony during the same period amounted to 231,512 ozs.; 
valued at 879,748/. Of this amount Coolgardie produced 
125,105 ozs.; Yilgarn, 19,747 ozs.; Wilbarra, 19,522 ozs.; and 
Murchison, 65,477 oza., the balance being from other fields.) The 
Government has authorised the expenditure of 100,000/. at Cool- 
gardie for the purpose of supplying the local centres with drinking 
water. The population of the colony on December 31 was 
estimated at 101,000, as against 82,000 on the corresponding date 
of the previous year. 


TRADE OF QUEENSLAND FoR 1895, 


According to the Melbourne “ Journal of Commerce ” the trade 
of Queensland for the year ending December 31, 1895, was as 
under:—Imports, 5,334,2732, against 4,264,635/. for 1894. 
Exports, 8,714,7011., against 8,402,6467. The principal exports 
were :—Gold, 2,276,753/., decrease, 105,163/.; hides and skins, 
448,7901, increase, 178,583/.; meat, preserved and frozen, 
1,098,2297., increase, 299,839/.; sugar, 799,336/., decrease, 
87,4982; tallow, 593,290/, increase, 124,9702.; and wool, 
2,983,8041, increase, 65,2321. 


Exrorts oF Frozen Mrat rrom NEw ZEALAND Ports. 


The “New Zealand Trade Review” publishes the following 
comparative table of the exports of frozen meats from New 
Zealand ports during the years 1895 and 1894, compiled from 
particulars furnished by the agents of the Shaw Savill and Albion 
line of steamers. 


480 GENERAL TRADE NOTES. [April 1896. 


The totals for the Colony compare as follows :— 


1895. 1894. - 
Lbs. Lbs. 
Mutton - - - - 99,838,929 98,716,617 
Lamb i - - - 26,619,737 17,819,885 
Beef - 1,580,856 192,602 
Total - - - 128,039,522 116,729,104 


The respective proportions of the shipments from the North 
Island and the South Island are as follows :— 


North Island. South Island. 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs, 
Mutton - - | 43,515,170 46,720,090 56,323,759 51,996,527 
Lamb 3,388,079 2,186,209 23,231,658 15,633,676 
Total - 46,903,249 48,906,299 79,555,417 | 67,630,203 
Beef - - 1,570,400 192,602 10,456 — 


There is thus an increase of over 1,000,000 lbs. in the total of 
mutton, nearly 9,000,000 Ibs. increase in lamb, and nearly 
1,500,000 in beef. 

The North Island shows a decrease of 3,000,000 lbs. in mutton, 
an increase of 1,000,000 in lamb, and an increase of nearly 
1,500,000 in beef; a net decrease of some 625,000 lbs. 

The South Island has a total increase of nearly 12,000,000 lbs., 
of which over 4,000,000 lbs. is in mutton and less than 8,000,000 


Ibs. in lamb. 
Shipments of beef are, as usual, practically confined to the 


North Island. 

The falling-off in shipments of mutton from the North Island 
is attributable to the poor prices ruling in London in the months 
of March, April, and May, which induced shippers to turn their 
sheep into canned meat and tallow, in preference to freezing. 

The heavy shipments of lambs did not give results very 
encouraging to shippers, and it is doubtful if so many will be sent 
forward this year. ; 

The great increase in the exports of beef is connected with the 
experiments in chilling which however did not prove a success. 
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Tax on CommeErcIAL TRAVELLERS IN NEw ZEALAND. 


According to the “ Australasian Trade Review,” the colony of 
New Zealand has imposed a tax on commercial] travellers from 
. other places. The appareut object of this new form of “ protec- 
tion” is to secure business for the local agent, and to prevent 
travellers coming to sell direct to distributing houses. As an 
alternative, the object of the tax is to raise revenue. 

There is nothing so mutually beneficial to the trade of two 
friendly countries, or sister colonies, as the free coming and going 
of commercial people. The correspondence of agent and principal 
is confined to necessary communications concerning business in 
hand; but when people come into contact personally, ideas are 
exchanged, and trade is facilitated in a thousand ways. The 
effort to prevent this free interchange of amenities is another 
example of the narrowing effect of the policy of protectionism. In 
the case of this particular tax, Victorian wine-makers dealing 
with those colonies which make no wines themselves, find it 
necessary to send representatives periodically to interview their 
customers and promote trade. Now that a tax is to be levied, 
some of these firms will cease to visit New Zealand, and it 
remains to be seen if the latter will gain materially by the change. 
Probably loss of trade will result, whereby both sides will be the 
losers, and the consumers of New Zealand will not be so well 
catered for as before. 

Needless to say, the measure is very unpopular with the hotel 
keepers of New Zealand, as the travellers have been good 
customers to them, and the loss of their custom will mean a 
considerable item to them. The tax is 50/., with a penalty of 201. 
per day for non-payment, 


91609. G 


482 CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF UNITED KINGDOm. [April 1896.. 


XIX.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Birmingham.—The annual meeting of this chamber was held 
on March 18 last, Mr. T. J, Walsh presiding. The chairman 
moved the adoption of the annual report in a speech of some 
length, in the course of which he said there was a tendency to 
underrate the importance of foreign competition, which, if 
earried to any extent, would undoubtedly be prejudicial to any 
attempt to compete against it. No doubt other countries did 
fence themselves around with fiscal arrangements, which the 
policy of England, at any rate for the present, seemed to render 
totally impossible. Where they did so they paid the penalty in 
increased cost for the articles that they themselves employed. 
He thought it must be admitted that the only permanent source 
of increased prices was increased demand, ‘T'hat intelligence and 
scientific application should have the effect of enhancing the pro- 
duct of individual labour was perfeetly fair, but any attempt by 
a combination which should put all men on precisely the same 
basis seemed to him a species of protection which was not likely 
to be generally acceptable to the country. Further, it must have 
a tendency to increase the already considerable advantages of 
the large manufacturers over the smaller ones, The vital ques- 
tion of the hour was no doubt how the artisan population was to 
be kept fully employed. 

Mr. Yates seconded the motion, and in the course of his speech, 
referring to the trade of Madagascar, said that the French had 
tried to monopolise the entire trade of the island. In former 
years British interests nearly covered two-thirds of the trade of 
the island, but if the French were going to introduce their goods 
free of duty, and to put the same duty on British goods that they 
had to pay on entering the French markets, it meant destroying a 
great part of the trade. 

A meeting of the council was subsequently held, at which it 
was resolved : “ That Her Majesty’s Government be respectfully 
“ requested to make the most urgent representations to the 
“ French Government, with a view to prevent the imposition of 
“ any commercial tariff in Madagascar which would hamper 
“ English trade with that island, England having for many 
“ years past had the same advantages there as every other 
country.” 


Blackburn—A meeting of the Blackburn Chamber of Com- 
merce was held on March 30 last, Mr. Henry Harrison 
presiding. 

A memorial was presented from the Anglo-American Arbitration 
Board in favour of the settlement of disputes between this country 
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and America by arbitration, The president signed the memorial 
on behalf of the Chamber. 

The president stated that he was not ina position to report 
upon the position of affairs between the Chamber and the railway 
companies. The one point in dispute between the companies and 
the cotton manufacturers had not been definitely settled. At 
. present the companies’ terms were not so favourable as they 
might be, and they hoped bya little modification to adjust matters 
satisfactorily before the next meeting—Mr. Whittaker pointed 
out that under the readjustment not only those traders who had 
claimed rebate of charges would be entitled to relief, but also 
those who had “ paid up ” in full the amounts demanded. 

The president said with regard to the Commercial Mission to 
China, he had been in communication with the leading authorities 
in London as to the appointment of agents to the Mission. They 
had consuited leaders both commercial and political. The great 
difficulty had been the securing of a suitable consul to take charge 
of the Mission, but they hoped to obtain a consul who would serve 
the Mission admirably. The leaders of the China Association in 
London had promised every support. As to the contributions, 
it was gratifying to learn that at present the fund amounted to 
2,6001., and one of the latest donations was that of the tape- 
sizers of Blackburn, who had generously contributed 25/. a year 
for three years. Mr. Whittaker urged that the Mission should 
be despatched without further delay. Personally, he failed to 
see the need of a special consul being engaged. The president 
remarked that the mismanagement of other missions was an 
object lesson to the Chamber not to send out their Mission in- 
sufficiently equipped. A sub-committee was appointed to consider 
the applications received for the post of experts. 


Bolton.— At the last monthly meeting of the Bolton Chamber 
of Commerce, Mr. Alderman Nicholson presiding, correspondence 
was read by the secretary on the following subjects :—The 
metric system; prepaid postage in cash ; craneage charges ; the 
Anglo-American arbitration movement; a national trade mark 
to be universally registered ; rating of machinery; exhibitions at 
Paris and Kiel ; yarn contracts ; railway communication between 
Burmah and China; telegraphic communication with lighthouses ; 
and other matters of local interest only. 


Bristol—At the ordinary monthly meeting for April of the 
Bristol Chamber (Mr. George H. Perrin in the chair), the 
president stated that the directors of the Great Western Railway 
Company had been pleased to grant the Chamber's requests 
with reference to the issuing of special cloak-room tickets for 
commercial travellers at certain stations, and the addition of 
dining cars to several of their express trains ; a letter also was 
read from the General Manager's office of the Great Western 
Railway at Paddington with reference to the revision of the first 
and second-class fares throughout their system. 
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Dundee.—The annual general meeting of the Dundee Chamber 
. Commerce was held on March 25 last, Mr. J. C. Buist in the 
chair. 

The directors’ report was submitted to the Chamber, and the 
president, in moving the adoption of the same, referred at length 
to the stent tax (an antiquated impost, dating as far back as 
1597), and to classification for assessment purposes. A protracted 
discussion took place as to the desirability of appointing permanent 
firemen in connection with the Dundee Fire Brigade, and new 
directors and officials were elected for the forthcoming year. 

The monthly meeting of the Directors of the Dundee Chamber 
was held on April 2 last, Mr. John Ogilvy, the president, in the 
chair. The question of a permanent fire brigade for the city, 
which was remitted from the annual meeting, was under considera- 
tion, and after discussion the secretary was instructed to write to 
Sir Thomas Thornton, the town clerk, to call the attention of the 
council to the subject. The proposed changes by the parish council 
in the classification of property for taxation purposes were also 
considered. The feeling of the meeting was against the proposed 
changes, and the secretary was instructed to point this out to the 
clerk of the parish council. 


Liverpool_—A meeting of the committee of the African Trade 
Section of the Liverpool Chamber ef Commerce was held on 
March 20 last, Mr. John Holt in the chair. 

In reply to a representation made a short time back direct to 
the Governor of Lagos, on the subject of the recent change in 
the drawback and transit duty system at Lagos, Sir Gilbert 
Carter had replied, under date of February 20, that the letter 
had reached him when he was in the interior, whence he had then 
only recently returned. Sir Gilbert added: “It is too soon to 
“ express any opinion as to the effect which the abolition of the 
“ transit duty will have upon the general revenue, but at present 
“ IT do not think the matter will be of sufficient importance to 
“ justify me in recommending any immediate change of policy 
“ so far as the spirit trade is concerned, but I shonld be quite 
“ prepared to recommend the free transport of British manufac- 
“ tured goods to Porto Novo shipped to Lagos for sale in the 
“ French colony.” It was resolved that a further communication 
on the subject should be addressed without delay to the Governor. 

Owing to the numerous deaths reported from the coast—the 
Gold Coast Colony in particular—it was resolved that the attention 
of the Secretary of the Colonies should be directed again to the 
paramount need for a good water supply to the unhealthy colonies. 

The attention of the committee was directed by members of 
this section to reports that have been current to the effect that 
proposals have been made to the Government for the opening 
out of the Ashantee country by means of a chartered company. 
It was stated that the whole of the European firms engaged in 
business at the Gold Coast, together with the numerous native 
traders, are strongly opposed to any such mode of government. 
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[t was resolved that a letter be written to the Foreign Office, 
asking whether any such proposal has been made. 

Two of the Blue Books of Sierra Leone for 1894 have been 
received from the Colonial Secretary, Freetown, and also a copy 
of the Customs Duties Amendment Ordinance 1895. By this 
ordinance, which came into operation on January 1, 1896, the 
allowance of duty for under-proof has been abolished, and the duty 
upon ordinary gin and rum imported into the colony has been 
raised from 1s, 6d. to 3s. per gallon. It was stated that the 
result will be that stronger spirits than formerly will be imported, 
and that they will subsequently be reduced by water to the old 
strength, in order that they may be retailed at about previous 
prices. Some of those in the trade also complain that the purport 
of the ordinance was made known four days before it came into 
force, and that thereby merchants at Freetown were enabled to 
withdraw much spirits from bond at the old rate of duty. This is 
now being sold in competition with spirits paying the higher duty, 
and trade has suffered disorganisation in consequence. 

A meeting of the council of the Chamber as a General Purposes 
Committee was held in the board-room on March 20 last, 
under the chairmanship of the president, Mr. Charles M‘ Arthur. 
Letters from the Liverpool Steamship Owners’ Association and 
the cattle importers of Liverpool, together with special communi- 
cations from the Board of Agriculture on the subject of Diseases 
of Animals Bill, 1896, were considered; also a letter from the 
Steamship Owners’ Association on the subject of the Foreign 
Goods (Prevention of Fraud) Bills. Resolutions on the subject 
of the Bills were adopted, and a letter was despatched to all the 
members of Parliament who are honorary members of the council 
of the chamber, 22 in all. 


London, — The fourteenth annual meeting of the London 
Chamber of Commerce was held-on the 30th March last, Sir 
A. K. Rollit, M.P., in the chair. 

Speaking of foreign affairs generally, the president said that 
the cotton and tin-plate trades had been in a depressed condition 
owing to the uncertain state of affairs in America, He said that 
matters in general were improving very rapidly, and he mentioned 
the interesting fact that Luton has been enabled, since they 
adopted a system of technical education in that town, to get back 
all the old trade in straw hats, for which the place had Leen 
famous. Company law was also considered by the Committee of 
the Chamber on Law. Companies had been of great advantage 
by the facilities for investing money, and had served to attract a 
great deal of money from abroad, especially from France. The 
Departmental Committee had tried to provide means for the 
public to protect themselves by ensuring publicity, thorough 
audits, and by making the statutory meeting a reality. 

They believed that light railways would be of much benefit to 
agriculture, and he hoped that the rates for traffic on all the 
railways would be reduced in the interests of the railway 
companies themselve-. 
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With regard to the docks, he said the Chamber felt that the 
dock companies would be wise to do nothing which would tend to 
further hinder the trade with the London docks. The tendency 
of trade, owing to the Suez Canal, was to create emporiums in 
Middle Europe, and they should in London see that the trade 
with the Thames should be as free as possible. 

The progress realised under the Chamber’s commercial educa- 
tion scheme, although not as rapid as might perhaps have been 
expected, continued to be satisfactory, and there were indications 
of possible considerable developments ia the early future. During 
the year the London Labour Conciliation and Arbitration Board 
(established by the Chamber, with the co-operation of the leading 
trade unions, in 1890) continued its operations in regard to the 
amicable settlement of labour disputes, its services having been 
offered in several cases. 


Manchester—An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors of 
this Chamber was held on March 11 last, Mr. W. H. Holland in 
the chair. 

From the minutes of the Correspondence and Finance Com- 
mittee it appeared that representations to the Chamber from 
British merchants at Rio de Janeiro had been under the considera- 
tion of the committee, with regard to the state of business there, 
as affected by the diplomatic questions arising out of recent pro- 
ceedings in the island of Trinidad, and a letter was written to the 
Foreign Office on the subject. 

A letter from a correspondent at St. Louis was laid before the 
board, stating that he had perfected a plan by which great 
‘economy could be secured from ginning cotton, by an im- 
proved system, at the mill rather than at the plantation. 
Cotton, with the adhering seed, would be sent to the mill at 
an increased expense for freight estimated by the correspondent 
at 70 per cent. On the other hand, he claimed to have de- 
monstrated that the fibre would be improved in value to 
the extent of from 4d. to 1d. per lb. according to the 
original length of the staple. By shipping the cotton in 
bulk a further saving would be effected of the cost of com- 
pressing, packing, and packing materials, together with the 
freight on the latter. The net resultant economy appeared to 
be, according to the data supplied by the correspondent, from 
$d. to 13d. per lb. The president reported that a copy of the 
letter had been forwarded to the Oldham Chamber of Com- 
merce, requesting its observations upon the proposed change. 
It was resolved that further information should be sought from 

, the correspondent, and that samples of cotton ginned by the new 
process and the existing one should be asked for, in order that an 
opinion might be formed as to the alleged improvement in value. 

At the monthly meeting of the Board of Directors held in 
December last, a copy of a memorial to the Secretary of State for 
India from a number of Turkey-red dyers in the West of Scotland 
was under consideration. The memorial had been sent to this 
Chamber with a request for its support. The memorialists 
complained of the illicit competition of certain foreign exporters 
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to India of dyed yarn. By a notification four years ago of the 
Governor-General of India in Council, which under the above- 
named Act he was empowered to promulgate, the “ count” or 
“number ” of cotton yarn was thenceforward to be held to be an 
indication of length. The regulation was, however, being evaded 
by certain non-British dyers, who gave short lengths of hanks and 
marked the total number of yards on a ticket outside the bundle 
in an inconspicuous manner. For example, a bundle of 40’s ought 
to give 327,600 yards to a bundle. But, although placing the 
mark “ 245,000 yards genuine number 40” outside the bundle, 
the exporter gave 82,600 yards short of the total standard length, 
to the great prejudice of honest exporters. The memorialists’ 
concluding prayer was that the attention of the Custom-house 
authorities in India might be drawn to the matter, and that, if 
need be, new or amended regulations might be issued which 
would prevent all possibility of the continuance of the deception. 
t the request of the yarn sectional committee, a sample nile 
of the yarn had been forwarded to Manchester for examination. 
The report of the testing-house thereupon showed that the average 
length of 12 hanks was 6193 yards per hank. The yarn 
sectional committee, whilst supporting the contention of the 
memorialists that the proper length of a hank of dyed yarns is 
819 yards—which is, indeed, officiaily affirmed in regulation 4 of 
the 13th November 1891, of the Indian Merchandise Marks Act, 
—did not advise the Board to take action at present, in view of 
the fact that it did not appear that the assistance of the Glasgow 
Chamber of Commerce had been invoked in the matter. The 
Board adopted this course, and resolyed that the memorialists 
should be informed of the decision. 
A letter from the Colonial Office was submitted, transmitting 
‘a memorandum of all the most recert information in the possession 
of that office upon the spirit traffic in West Africa, which has 
formed the subject of previous correspondence between the 
Chamber and the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Other 
documents were forwarded, including statistics of the spirit trade 
in British West Afric: from 1879 to 1894. Mr. Chamberlain 
desired to receive information and advice from the Chamber on the 
whole question. The papers were referred to the African 
sectional committee for consideration and report. 


North Shields—The annual meeting of this Chamber was 
held on 3rd March last, Mr. Leonard Macarthy in the chair, 
The chairman, in moving the adoption of the report, reviewed 
the trade of the Tyne, including 1893-5, and also the general 
trade of the country. During the discussion of the reporty 
reference was made to the absence of State aid to the harbour, 
seeing that it is so important as a refuge, and that over two 
millions have been spent on the piers and necessary dredging 
to make it available at all times and in any weather. It should 
have been a national work. In case naval operations should 
ever be necessary in the North Sea, ships of the British Fleet 
could have any repairs, refitting, revictualling, and even re-arming, 
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within the pote of the Tyne, wherein really exists a naval 
arsenal for the north-east coast. 


North Staffordshire—A monthly meeting of this Chamber 
was held on March 18 last, Mr. R. ©. Clive in the chair. The 
meeting was chiefly occupied with discussing the decision of 
the Board of Trade with reference to the classification of loose 
earthenware, and as to the excess of the London rate of the North 
Staffordshire Railway in North Staffordshire over competitive 
districts, a communication which had been received from 
Mr, W. D. Phillips, general manager of the above railway, 


not furnishing any reply as to that particular point. 


The Board of Trade have also received copies of the annual 
reports of the Birmingham, Blackburn and District, and Belfast 
— of Commerce, and of the Manchester Monthly 


XX.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Coal Production (Number of Persons employed). Statement 
showing the Production and Consumption of Coal, and the Number 
of Persons employed in Coal Production, in the Principal Countries 
of the World, in each Year from 1883 to 1894, as far as the 
particulars can be stated. 462. Sess.2. Prive 5d. 

This is the second issue of a Return made to an Order of the 
House of Commons by the Board of Trade. It shows the 
quantity and value of Coal produced in the principal countries 
of Europe, in Japan and the United States of America; the 
quantity and value of Coal produced in the British colonies and 
possessions; the total quantity of Coal remaining for home 
consumption, and the consumption per head of the population in 
the principal countries of Europe,in Japan and in the United 
States of America ; and the total quantity of Coal remaining for 
home consumption, and consumption per head of the population in 
the British colonies and possessions; as well as detailed state- 
ments for each country, showing the percentages of Coal consumed, 
distinguishing between the home produce, the Coal of British 
production, and the Coal the produce of other countries, in each 
year from 1883 to 1894 inclusive. 

It is stated in the general report or introduction which is pre- 
fixed to the present return, that the statistics given in the first 
issue of these tables have been continued in the present number 
to the latest date for which it has been practicable to obtain the 
necessary information. In the first issue of these tables it was 
stated that the Board of Trade hoped to be in a position in future 
issues to add Tables showing the amount of coal of home pro- 
duction consumed in each country, the ameunt of British coal 
consumed by each country, and the amount of coal the produce 
of other’ foreign countries consumed in ¢ach; and also tables 
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showing the production of coal in the colonial and other posses- 
sions of the United Kingdom. Both these desired objects the 
Board have been enabled to realise, and in the present issue there 
have been included statements showing the amount of British 
coal consumed by each country, as well as details with regard to 
the coal production and consumption in the principal British 
colonies and in British East India, which although in some cases 
incomplete, are still of much interest when compared with the 
production of Coal in foreign countries. 

It is also stated that some of the information which the Board of 
Trade has been able to obtain with regard to the coal-mining 
industry in foreign countries and in the colonies has been for 
many years past published in the “Statistical Abstract for 
Foreign Countries,” as well as in the most recent issue of the 
“ Abstract of Statistics for the Colonies,” but that the present is 


the first attempt to give in a comprehensive form the coal industry 
of the more important countries of the world. , 


2. Agricultural Statistics, Ireland. Tables showing the extent 
in statute acres and the Produce of the Crops for the Year 1895, 
with observations of the District Inspectors of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary and of the Sergeants of the Metropolitan Police 
who acted as Superintendents of the Agricultural Statistics, 
together with Tables showing the Average Yearly Extent under the 
Principal Crops, and the Average Produce thereof in the Ten 
Years 1885-94; also Bee-keeping Statistics for the Season 1894. 
(C—7956.) Price 34d. 

This is the annual report of the Registrar-General on the produce 
of the crops in Ireland. The present issue is for the year 1895. 
In submitting his Report the Registrar-General states that, compar- 
ing the extents under the several cereal crops in 1895 with those 
for 1894, he finds a decrease of 12,806, or 26°0 per cent., in the 
number of acres under wheat; a decrease of 38,436 acres, or 3°1 

er cent., in oats; a decrease from 176 to 139 acres in bere; anda 
ecrease of 406 acres, or 3°4 per cent., under rye; with an increase 
of 7,055 acres, or 4°3 per cent., in barley. In green crops, potatoes 
decreased by 6,604 acres, or 0°9 per cent.; turnips increased by 
1,971 acres, or 0°6 per cent.; and mangel-wurzel and beetroot 
increased by 988 acres, or 1°9 per cent. In other crops, flax 
decreased by 5,878 acres, or 5°8 per cent. ; meadow on clover, 
sainfoin, and grasses under rotation decreased by 5,472 acres, or 
0°9 per cent.; while meadow on permanent pasture or grass not 
broken up in rotation increased by 17,350 acres, or 1‘1 per cent. 
Compared with the average acreage for the ten years 1885-94, 
turnips increased by 13,399 acres, or 45 per cent.; mangel- 
wurzel and beetroot by 7,533 acres, or 16°6 per cent.; and hay 
by 61,642 acres, or 2°9 per cent. Wheat shows a decrease of 
38,419 acres, or 51°3 per cent., compared with the average; in 
oats there is a decrease of 48,754 acres, or 3°9 per cent.; in 
barley a decrease of 3,169 acres, or 1°8 per cent.; the area under 
bere declined from 326 acres to 139 acres; rye decreased 1,080 
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acres, or 8°6 per cent.; and flax decreased 5,233 acres, or 5:2 per 
per cent. Potatoes have decreased by 59,600 acres, or 7:7 per 
cent. 

The average yield per acre of cereal crops in 1895, compared 
with 1894, exhibits a decrease in wheat of 0:3 cwt., in oats of 
0:4 ewt., and in barley of 0°5 ewt., while there is an increase in 
bere of 0°8 cwt., and in rye of 0°'7 ewt. In other crops, potatoes 
show an increase of 2°3 tons, turnips of 0°6 ton, mangel-wurzel 
and beet of 1°0 ton, while flax shows a decrease of 13°5 stones. 
Hay on clover, sainfoin, and grasses under rotation shows a 
decrease of 0°5 ton, and hay on permanent pasture or grass not 
broken up in rotation, a decrease of 0°3 ton. 


3. Mines and Minerals, First Annual General Report upon 
the Mineral Industry of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, for the Year 1894. By C, Le Neve Foster, D.Sc., F.R.S., 
one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Mines. (C.—7953.) Price 
3s. 4d. 


This is the first issue of an annual general Report upon the 
Mining industry of the United Kingdom, and is prepared by the 
Home Office. It is stated in the Report that the present return has 
‘been compiled with the object of carrying out one of the recom- 
mendations of the Royal Commission upon Mining Royalties, 
which was indorsed by the Departmental Committee upon 
Mining and Mineral Statistics; part of the Committee’s Report 
being as follows :— 

“One of the principal defects of the present system, under 
which the statistical returns and reports of the inspectors appear, 
is that there is no general statement with respect to the mining 
industry as a whole. In other departments, such as those which 
deal with factories, education, and local government, a general 
report is presented annually to Parliament; but no comprehensive 
idea of the condition of the mining industry can be obtained 
without searching through the thirteen separate reports of the 
inspectors and the different volumes of the statistical returns.” 

“ The Committee are therefore of opinion that a general report 
upon the mining industry of Great Britain and Ireland, as 
suggested by the Royal Commission on Mining Royalties, should 
be prepared annually, and that it should be based upon the 
‘separate reports of the inspectors of mines and upon the 
mineral statistics.” 

“Tt should contain tabulated statements which will enable 
comparisons to be made between the different mining fields, 
counties, or districts, as regards persons employed, output, 
accidents, death rates from accidents, royalties, wayleaves, hours 
of labour, wages, consumption, and distribution. These com- 
parisons should be illustrated as far as possible by diagrams. The 
mode of occurrence of the different minerals should be briefly 
described, and other matters of general interest relating to mining 
might be added.” 
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“'The report should also institute a comparison between the 
mining industry of the United Kingdom and that of foreign 
countries, as suggested by the Royal Commission.” 

The present return is therefore made with the object of fulfilling 
those requirements. The return itself shows the number of persons 
employed in the mining industry, the quantity of minerals raised, 
accidents which have occurred, prosecutions, and comparison 
with foreign countries. In an appendix are given tables showing 
the number of persons employed in and about coal mines during 
1894 arranged according {o age, sex, and counties ; information 
relating to persons employed, accidents, and deaths, from 1851 to 
1894 ; production of coal mines during 1894 arranged according 
to counties ; production of iron ore during 1894 arranged accord- 
ing to counties; production of other mines during 1894 arranged 
according to counties; list of official publications relating to 
mining and minerals; index to the 13 separate reports of Her 
Majesty’s inspectors of mines; glossary of technical terms 
used in the reports of the inspectors of mines; lists of persons 
holding certificates of competency as managers and under- 
managers of mines, and certificates of service, granted in 1894; 
list of official inquiries by the Board of Trade with respect to 
boiler explosions in mines in 1894; and list of formal investigations 
by the Board of Trade into causes of spontaneous combustion or 
explosions of coal gas on board ships in 1894. 


4, Reports by Her Majesty’s Representatives Abroad on 
Bounties other than those on Shipping and Navigation paid by the 
State in the Countries in which they Reside. Commercial, No, 2 
(1896). (C—7974.) Price 2d. 


The present issue is stated to be in continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper, Commercial, No. 7 (1895), (C.—7897). That 
publication contained the replies of Her Majesty’s Representatives 
abroad to the following circular addressed by the Earl of 
Kimberley :— 

“ Foreign Office, 
* Sir, “February 1895. 

“With reference to the circular of the 2nd May 1889 

relative to bounties, I enclose a copy of a letter from the Board of 
Trade, and in accordance with the request made therein | have to 
request you to furnish me as soon as convenient with a report on 
bounties other than those on shipping and navigation, 

“Tam, &c., 

“« (Signed) KIMBERLEY. 


Amongst the replies contained in the paper mentioned above 
(C.—7897) is one from Her Majesty’s Representative in the 
United States, and the present issue contains a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington, correcting an error and 


supplementing information contained in Parliamentary Paper, 
“*Commercial, No. 7 (1895),” p. 70. 
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5. Inspectors of Meat, 74. Price 14d. 


The present statement, which is prepared by the Home Office 
in answer to an address of the House of Commons, dated the 
27th i 1895, contains a return showing—(1) the number 
of officials employed as meat inspectors in London, Liverpool, 
Manchester, Birmingham, Bolton, Birkenhead, Bradford, Black- 
pool, Hull, Nottingham, Derby, Portsmonth, Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Dundee, Paisley, Perth, and Greenock ; (2) date of their appoint- 
ment ; (3) qualifications for appointment; (4) vocation prior to 
receiving appointment; and (5) whether such officials act as 
meat inspectors only, or hold any office of emolument in a 
department other than that supervised by the medical officer of 
health. 

The return is dated 24th February 1896. 


6. Royal Commission on Agriculture. Second Report of Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners appointed to inquire into the subject of 
Agricultural Depression, (C—7981.) Price 6d. 


This is the second report of the Royal Commission appointed 
in September 1893 to inquire into the agricultural depression pre- 
vailing in the United Kingdom, and whether it can be alleviated 
by legislation or other measures. ‘The present Report is divided 
into two party. Part I., being the Report signed by the majority, 
contains observations on the burdens on land, the land tax, 
imperial taxation generally, local taxation, loans for agricultural 
improvements. Reservations by Lord Cobham and by Mr. Clay 
are also attached te this report, as well as a Memorandum by 
Captain Owen Thomas and Mr. Everett. Part IL, being the 
Report signed by the minority, contains observations on the land 
tax, on tithe, on local rates, and imperial taxation. To this 
report is attached a supplementary Memorandum by the Chair- 
man (The Right Hon. G. J. Shaw-Lefevre) on the subject of local 
rates on agricultural land in England and Wales, also observa- 
tions by Sir R. Giffen on the incidence of imperial taxation on 

roperty, together with reports by Mr. F. A. Channing, M.P., and 
Mr, G. Lambert, M.P.: 


7. Foreign Merchant Navies (Educational Standard of Officers) 
Return. 328. Price 1s. 1d. 

This is a return showing the educational standard required 
from candidates for positions as masters, mates, and engineers, in 
the merchant navies of France, Germany, Russia, Belgium, 
Holland, Sweden and Norway, the United States, and the United 
Kingdom. The present issue is Part L., and refers entirely to the 
educational standard required in the United Kingdom. That 
required for positions as master2, mates, and engineers in foreign 
merchant navies will be found in Parliamentary Paper C.—7711. 
See Board of Trade Journal, July 1895. 
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XXIL—QUARANTINE NOTICES, 


The following information with regard to quarantine, received 
from Her Majesty’s representatives abroad, has been com- 
municated to the Board of Trade, through the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs :— 


Norway.—Galacia and the Russian Governments of Kiew 
and Volhynia have been removed from the list of cholera-smitten 
places. 


PortuGat.—Buenos Ayres is reported infected with yellow 
fever, and all other ports of the same State in River Plate 
suspected from February 25. 

Bahia has been declared infected with yellow fever, and all 
other ports of the Province suspected since February 1. 


Sparn.—Arrivals from Bangkok and ports within 165 kiloms. 
of that place will be granted free pratique if they have a clean 
bill of health issued by the Spanish Consul, or in default, by a 
Consul of some other country, the health on board being satis- 
factory, without any suspicious case. 


GreEEcE.—A medical visit has been substituted at Athens for 
quarantine against Egyptian ports. 


Buiearis.— Medical inspection is imposed from the 17th 
instant, on vessels from Odessa and other Russian and Turkish 
Black Sea ports which have not been inspected at Sulina. If 
their bilge water and drinking water have not been changed at 
Sulina they will be changed at the first Bulgarian port called at. 


TurKEY. -- Quarantine on ships carrying pilgrims from Egyptian 
ports on the Red Sea has been reduced to five days, and 
quarantine on arrivals from Alexandria has been suppressed and 
medical visit substituted. 

Medical visit on arrivals from Egyptian Mediterranean ports 
has been abolished. 

Arrivals from Bangkok are admitted to free pratique. 
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Brazitt.—tThere is serious yellow fever at Rio Janeiro which 
is likely to last. In consequence of the non-completion of the 
promised hospital of isolation the only available quarantine 
station is now used asa yellow fever hospital for the crew of an 
Italian ship-of-war which has, out of 280, had 225 cases, and 84 
fatal. 


Fines 1n BRAZILIAN PoRTS IN CONNECTION WITH 
QUARANTINE REGULATIONS. 


A despatch, dated April 1 last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. Phipps, Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio Janeiro, 
transmitting the following list of fines which may be incurred by 
shipping in Brazilian ports in connection with quarantine 
regulations :— 

Dols. 

Giving incorrect information on arrival respecting 

occurrences on board - - 200 
Concealing sick persons on board whatever the nature of 

sickness ; sending them to hospital without previous 

permission of sanitary authority ; or taking a medical 

man on board without the same permission —- - 200 

And, if the sickness is pestilent, for each sick person - 500 

N.B.—Any medical man going on board to examine and 
treat patients without previous permission of sanitary 
authority is fined 200 dols. 

Failing to carry out the disinfecting and sanitary 

measures ordered by sanitary authority within the 
time marked; or failing to effect the change of 
anchorage determined . - - 100 
N.B.—This fine is doubled for recurrences. 
Allowing entrance to or withdrawal from ship in quaran- 
tine of persons other than those in the sanitary service 200 
To be repeated on each occurrence. 
Changing anchorage of a ship in quarantine without 


previous permission of the sanitary authority - 200 
Omitting to bring bill of health from port of departure — 
or ports of call - . : - - 200 


N.B.—All ports where there is no Brazilian Consul 
captains should obtain bills of health from local authorities 
or consuls of other countries. 
Infringing the terms of any permit granted by sanitary 
authority - - - - - 200 
Any infraction of sanitary regulations for which no 
special fine is awarded will be punished with a fine 
of 20 dols. to 50 dols., to be doubled on recurrence. 
Note.—-Where fines are collected by the Director of the 
Lazaretto and not by the Custom House, the loading or dis- 
charging work will be stopped until the fine is paid. If such 
work is already finished the Doctor of the Lazaretto will not 
endorse the bill of health or grant pratique until the fine is paid. 
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Should the vessel leave without paying the fine no other vessel 
belonging to the same owners or commanded by the same captain 
will be allowed to load or discharge in the port so long as the 
fine is left unsettled. 


The following information has been received at the Board of 
Trade through the Secretary of State for the colonies :— 

G1BRALTAR.—Ships from Alexandria 12 days out obtain free 
pratique if good health on board. 


Maxta.—Government Notice, No. 51.—His Excellency the 
Governor, having heard the opinion of the Board of Health, has 
been pleased to revoke Government Notice No. 152 of 27th July 
1895, and to direct that the following regulations be observed, 
viz. 

1. Any shipment of cattle, any part of which is found to be 
suffering, or to be suspected of suffering, from an infectious or’ 
contagious disease at the time of arrival, or after a period of 
inspection is to be detained in quarantine. 

2. Should the existence of cattle-plague be verified before 
landing, the cargo will not be allowed to land. 

3. The importation of cattle of any kind from Egypt,. the 
Province of Naples, Calabria, Sicily, Syria (including Alex- 
andretta), and Salonica is prohibited, and the introduction into 
these islands of wool, hides, skins, horns, bones, and hoofs from 
the above piaces and from countries where epidemic diseases are 
prevailing, is likewise prohibited. 

4, Cattle intended for importation into these islands must be 
accompanied by a certificate stating the place of their origin and 
the fact that cattle disease has not prevailed in that place (with, 
as far as can be ascertained, the route followed from any inland 
station to the port of embarkation) during the three months 
previous to the date of embarkation. Such certificate shall be 
given by the British Consular Authority at the places of origin 
and embarkation, or if there be no such British Consular 
Authority, by the local Government Authority of the places of 
origin and embarkation. 

5. Vessels arriving in this island, having on board more than 
100 head of cattle (horses not being included) are to go into the 
quarantine harbour, and the cattle are to be inspected in the cattle 
enclosures of the Lazaretto. 

6. The importation of cattle from the Black Sea, Sea of Azov, 
Roumelia, and Thessaly, not otherwise prohibited, may be 
permitted subject to the undermentioned conditions; provided 
that, in the opinion of the chief government medical officer, such 
cattle are not affected with disease so that they may be admitted 


in the Lazaretto without detriment to cattle already in the 
island ; 


fe 
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(a.) Such cattle shall only be admitted to the enclosures which 
may be assigned or approved for that purpose at the Lazaretto, 
and they shall be subjected to isolation and observation for 
three months. 

(b.) Application must be made for leave to import, and per- 
mission is to be obtained in writing from Government in each 
case before shipment, stating the approximate number of the 
animals intended to be shipped. No cattle shall be allowed to be 
landed unless the consignee has obtained such leave from Govern- 
ment and agreed to abide by any regulations which may be 
established. 

(c.) The application referred to in the preceding Article shall 
imply that the applicant has consented to pay the usual fees for 
entrance into the Lazaretto, and for guards and extraordinary 
expenses on each head of cattle, besides 2s. 6d. on each head of 
cattle per month, or part thereof, in cases in which it is found 
— to keep cattle in the Lazaretto for a longer period than 
15 days. 

(a) "That such cattle, if slaughtered at the Lazaretto, will be 
subject to the regulations which may from time to time be made 
by the port authorities, 

(e.) The owners of cattle in the Lazaretto shall be subjected to 
such regulations as to slaughtering of cattle, disposal of offal, 
blood, &c., as may from time to time be made by the port authc- 
rities. 

The importation, however, of horses, mules, and asses from 
Odessa is prohibited. 

7. Swine arriving from Albania and Greece may be imported 
subject to 20 days’ quarantine at the Lazaretto, or in private 
pens, and to any restrictions which the Chief Government Medical 
Officer may consider necessary. 

8. The importation of dogs is subjected to three months 
quarantine. 

Palace Valletta, March 21, 1896. 
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XXII—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 
Extenston oF Money Orper System TO SERVIA. 


On and after the Ist April 1896, money orders payable at 
any place in Servia will be obtainable at any money order office 
in the United be, 

The orders should not be forwarded to the payees, but should 
be retained by the remitters as retipts. 

The commission chargeable in this country will be the same as 
for money orders payable at other places abroad, namely :— 


s. d, 

For sums not exceeding 21. - - - 0 6 
% exceeding 2/, and not exceeding 5. - 1 O 

” ” 7 1 6 

” 71. %> 102. - 0 


A further commission of 1 per cent. on the amount of each 
order will be deducted by the Swiss Post Office, through which 
the exchange of money orders with Servia will be carried on. 

No single money order will be issued for a larger amount 
than 102. 

Money orders will also be issued in Servia payable in the United 


Kingdom, subject to a deduction of 1 per cent. by the Swiss Post 
Office. 


Marts For St. HELENA AND ASCENSION. 
The working of the Mail Service to and from the Islands of 
St. Helena and Ascension during the next few months will be as 
follows :— 


Ourwarp. Homewarp, 
Arrive at Leave — Arrive in 
Leave London. St. Helena St. Helena : London 
bout bout (leaving same about 
day) about 
_ _ 17 April -| 20 April -| 4 May. 
Morning 25 April - | 11 May. 20 May - | 22 May -| 5 June. 
Morning, 23 May - | 8 June. 17 June - | 19 June -! 3 July. 
Morning, 20 June - | 6 July. 15 July - | 17 July - | 3l July. 
Morning, 18 July - | 3 August. 12 August - | 14 August - | 28 August. 
Morning, 15 Aug. - | 31 August. 9 September | 11 September | 25 Sept. 
Morning, 12 Sept. - | 28 September.! 7 October -| 9 October - | 23 October. 


In the homeward direction the actual dates of sailing and 
arrival cannot be absolutely guaranteed, but the dates given in 
the foregoing table will be adhered to as closely as possible. 

Parcel Mails will be made up on the afternoon of the 23rd of 
April, the 21st of May, the 18th of June, the 16th of July, the 
13th of August, and the 10th of September. 
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XXIIL—STATISTICAL TABLES, 


I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
STATEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
UniTEep Kinepom during the Month and Three Months ended 
31st March 1896, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
year 1895. 
MonTH ENDED 3lst Marcu. 


I. Imports From Foreign CouNTRIES AND BritisH PossEssions. 


Month ended 
3lst March 
I Decrease. 
1896. 1895. 
£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living (for focd) - - 946,257 620,971 $25,286 a 
1I. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free | 12,132,204 | 70,697,799 1,441,005 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - -| 2,188,624 | 2,450,677 - 267,993 


Tobacco, dutiable - $51,105 220,747 121,358 
III, Metals - ° 1,580,956 | 1,379,870 201,586 = 
Iv. Cok, dyestuffs, and tanning 


tances 953,968 885,527 68,441 
V. Oils - - 581,593 680,297 98,704 
VI. Raw materials for textilemanufactures| 7,094,103 8,049,768 955,660 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 3,330,295 3,131,237 199,058 - 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - - 7,868,203 6,508,004 1,360,199 _ 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 1,226,724 1,251 305 - 24,581 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 90,718 81,853 8,865 — 
Total Value - - | 38,344,750 | 35,959,890 2,384,860 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living - - 54,918 42,818 12,605 = 
II. Articles of food and drink - - 802,682 815,028 sie 12,346 
III. Raw materials - 1,315,365 1,418,960 103,595 
IV. Astisies manufactured and partly manu- 
) Yarns and textilefabrics - - 9,343,265 | 8,505,690 837,645 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured : 
therefrom (except machinery) 2,684,456 | 2,229,736 455,320 = 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - -| 1,841,020 | 7,727,680 219,340 


(D.) Apparel andarticlesof personal use! 937,875 2775546 160,329 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi: | 


cinal preparations - 897,574 789,269 128,305 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 2,931,006 2,767,394 168,615 - 
(G.) Parcel post - | 144,258 106,087 38,171 
Total Value - - - - | 20,422,419 | 78,523,030 1,899,389 - 


III. Exports or ForREIGN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


£ £ 
223,273 
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I.—Fore1gN Trape or THE Unitep KinapomM—cont. 
THREE MontHs ENDED 3lst Marcu. 


I. Imports FROM ForEIGN COUNTRIES AND British POSSESSIONS. 
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Three Menthe 
3lst Mare 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1896. | 1895. 
2 
I. Animals, living (for food) - -| 2,563,611 | 4,588,504 975,107 ~ 
II. (A.) Arti f f d drink, dut 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - - 5,830,556 , 6,029,676 199,120 
Tobacco, dutiable 968,179 | 640,984 327,245 
Ill. Metals - - 4,982,256 498 2,785 649,471 
IV, Chemicals, and tanning 
substance | 2,687,687 2,406,503 581,184 
V. Oils | 2,181,841 | 7,767,260 420,581 - 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 23,413,080 | 24,426,165 1,018,085 


VII. Raw materials for sentey industries 
and manufacture 


VIII. Manufactured - - 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 
(B.) Parcel post 
Total Value - - 


9,266,435 7,699,762 1,566,678 
20,488,191 | 77,568,313 2,919,878 = 
3,610,754 8,229,353 381,401 - 
306,817 275,896 30,921 - 
112,295,342 | 700,837,860 | 11,457,482 - 


Il. Exports or Brirish AND InIsH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES, 


£ | 
Animals, living - 160,396 117,850 | 42,546 
II. Articles of food and drink - - 2,409,709 2,144,836 | 264,873 _ 
Raw materials - 4,076,142 3,817,99/ | 258,151 | 
IV. Articles manafactured and partly manu- | 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - 28,890,646 | 25,806,749 3,084,497 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 7,833,262 6,074,707 1,758,555 _ 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - 3,889,459 3,204,062 685,397 _- 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personaluse | 2,847,701 | 2,970,288 577,468 = 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations . 2,316,820 | 9,075,472 331,408 - 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 8,404,315 | 6,993,909 
(G.) Parcel post’ - - 374,593 275,812 99,381 
Total Value - - | 61,233,043 | 52,720,367 | 8,512,682 - 
IIT. Exports or For¥1GN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. \ 
£ £ j 
Total Value . 15,087,265 | 13,447,687 | 1,945,584 
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II.—Corn PRICEs. 


Return of the Quantities sOLp and Averace Prices of Britis 
Corn, ImpertaL MEAsurg, as received frum the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


{April 1896, 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 7th March 1896 32,974 7 51,274 0 20,879 7 
— ee 36,004 6 44,655 7 18,524 2 
Zist » 34,404 7 38,111 2 16,996 5 
” 28th ,, ” 30,156 5 36,163 2 12,291 4 
March 1896 - - 133,541 1 170,204 3 68,692 2 
Corresponding month in 1895 267,583 5 241,255 6 102,917 4 
_ » 1894 208,720 7 | 117,845 6 63,503 6 
Average Prices. 
Week ended 7th March 1896 25 4 21 5 13 8 
» 4th 25 21 3 13 10 
» 25 1 4 13 9 
» 228th 4 » 24 10 21 4 13 4 
March 1896 25 63 21 3 
February 1896 - - 26 2 22 2 13 12 
January - 2 7 23 10 13 10 
December 1895 - - 24 17 23 14 13 14 
November ,, - 25 9 25 14 2 
October » - 24 6 25 13 § 
September ,, 22 10 24 0 13 7 
August 24 2 20 3 15 7 
July = 24 9 19 16 7 
June 25 9 19 7 16 O 
“May » 22 20 5 15 2 
April - 20 5 24 O 14. 2 
March 1895 19 47 3 13 10 
» 1894 - - 24 8 27 2 18 2 
» 1893 = - 24 10 25 2 18 2 
» 1892 8214 | 27 8 20 4 


\ f 
500 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i | 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
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Return of the Numpers, NAtIoNAtities, and Destinations of the 
PassENGERS that left the Unitrep Kinepom for PLaces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st March 1896, and the 
Three Months ended 31st March 1896, compared with the 

corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


| 
1896. 


Total 
4 Cape Sor 
British All 
United Austral- | of Good corre- 
Nationalities. States. | North | “asia. ‘Hope and| other | Total. 
America. atal, | Places. eon y 
| 1895. 
Month ended 31st March. 
English + “ 3,036 1,054 527 1,555 722 6,894 7,808 
Scotch 7 - 525 19 57 228 83 912 1,245 
Trish . . 2,894 59 27 55 36 3,071 4,826 
Total of British}) 455 | 1,188 cil | 1,838 | 10,877 | 
. Foreigners + - 5,329 538 30 571 179 6,647 5,986 
Nationalities not 
Sistinguished 7 12 3 195 217 oye 
| 
Total - -| 11,791 1,682 644 2,409 1,215 17,741 19,586 
| Total for corre- 
sponding } 14464 1,608 652 1,740 1,122 19,586 
| Month 7895 - 
| 
Three Months ended 31st March. 
| | 
English» = : 7,866 1,854 1,759 | 4,603 2,781 18,813 18,626 { 
Beotch 32 142 481 201 | 2,389 | 9,068 
Irish “ e| 4,451 | 128 83 | 97 100 4,859 6,008 
| 
Total of British}/ | 2008 | 7,084 | 511 | 3122 | 26061 | 27,090 
Foreigners «| 10,285 954 40 1,728 412 13,419 14,420 
| i 
Nationalities not 
Total . =| 24,005 3,030 2,027 6,909 4,253 40,224 39,208 i 
Total for corre- 
sponding 26,910 2,646 2,130 4,280 3,292 | 39,208 ~ f 
lonths 7895 


Notsr.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annuai Returns, 


} 
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IV.—A.ieEn 1896, 


Return of the Noumper of Atrens that arrived from the ContTiNENT at Poxist in the 
Unirep Kinepom, during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atten Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4. c. 11. sect. 2.) 


Hamburg, Rotterdam, Gothenburg, Other | 
and | Amsterdam, Dieppe. Continental! | Total. 
remerhaven.| and Antwerp. Christiansand. Ports, | 
1896. | 1895. 1896. 1996 | 1895. 1306, | 1895. 1896. | 7995 1896. | 7895, 
i 
Month ended 31st March. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America : * | 
Arrived at London -| 699 s87/ 218 16) — | — | 120] 
Hull - 87 44 80 717% 60 80 198 45 495 293 
* Tyne Ports - 82 36 23 10 236 146 - - 105 577 297 
ith 31 12 83 aa ers 21 9} 185 57 
Newhaven >| — — | — - 835 | 762), — — | 885| 4768 
ss Other Ports 59 69 56 31 136 136 _ ed 263 208 | 514 444 
Total - -| 1,009 | 778| 489 | | 848 | 409 | 835 870| 475 $3,811 | 
| 
Aliens en route to America: ip | 
Arrived at Grimsby 56 88) 103) 229)1,075 | 620) — 186 | 274 | 1,420] 1,467 
Hull - 92, 84 1 28 | 1,683 | 7,260 1,680 599 | 3,406 | 7,968 
se Other Ports-| 16 | 3 2 23 7 26 - - 696 683 | 721 935 
Total - -| 301) 347) 106) 2985/2715 | 7,96) — | — | 2618! 7,567 5.740 | 4,095 
Total of Aliens en route and} . | | | 
of Aliens not stated to 1,870 7,725 | 595! 808 3,263 | 2,395 835 | 764 | 3,488 | 2,082 9,551 | 7,054 
en route to America* 


Three Months ended 31st March. 


Aliens not stated to be en | | | 


| 
| 


a: * 
route to «| 3021) 1895 | 1104| 1085 | 1,219 1,058 | 4,408 | 1,923 1,163 | 18,976 |t 6,558 
Ali te to America : } 
ane Total No. 913 | 756 197 &52 | 3,778 2817 | — | 4,008 2,973 | 8,896 | 7,088 


| 


| | 
1,408 | 5,981 | 4.076 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are reported 
to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to 
the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 213, Sess. 1855, and Monthly Emigration 

rns. 
ae the ete from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 
Gi ww, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton. Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, 
Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West 
Hartlepool. The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck 
passengers, and persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers, ‘ 

t The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of March 1896 was 1,064 and 746 in the same month of 1895, in the three months ended March of 
1896 the number was 2,397, and in the same months of 1895 the number was 1,896. 


Total ofAliens en route and) | 
of Aliens not stated to be ¢ 3,934 | 2,450 | 1,391 | 7,587 | 4,997 | 3,870 
en route to America* -), | 


1,619 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
- 
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V.—BANKRUPTOY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Nomser of Receivine Orpers Gazetrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


| 
Three Months 
March ended March 
1896. | 7895. | 1896. | 7895. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted - - - - 436 458 1,157 1,181 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
eccupations :— 
Grocers, &c. » - 32 37 93 85 
Publicans and aunt keepers, &e. - 38 33 90 99 
Farmers - 26 35 70 88 
Builders - - - 20 15 68 67 
Butchers - - 10 16 33 34 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &. = - 14 6 28 20 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &. - - 9 11 26 28 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and 
dealers - - - 18 13 26 30 
Drapers, haberdashers, &e - - 13 25 20 
Bakers - - 12 10 23 37 
Tailors, &c. ~ - - - 5 11 18 26 
Confectioners - 4 4 17 7 
Clerks, commercial and general - 6 6 16 15 j 
Auctioneers - - 5 15 13 
Solicitors - 2 5 14 9 
Agents, commission and general - 4 8 13 18 q 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw ‘i 
merchants and dealers - 7 3 13 12 i 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers i 
silyersmiths, &c. - - 3 4 12 8 ; 
Carpenters and joiners - 6 4 12 11 i 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers - 7 3 12 5 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses - 4 2 ll 6 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - 5 7 11 11 
Merchants - - - 5 8 li 9 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - - 6 8 1l 12 
Coaland coke merchants and dealers - 3 7 10 18 
Saddlers and harness makers - - 4 5 | it) 14 
Travellers, commercial, &c. - - 1 3 9 10 
Restaurant, coffee, and 
keepers 3 4 9 
Provision mene, &e. - - 4 4 9 10 
Millers - . - 4 3 9 § 
Printers and publishers - - 3 5 8 8 q 
Furniture dealers and makers - - 4 2 8 5 i 
Tobacconists, &c. - - - 6 3 8 § 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 
hauliers - 2 2 7 
Lodging-house keepers - 2 4 7 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - - - 2 3 | 8 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. 4 1 3 
Brokers, stock and share - 4 2 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - 2 , 6 ll 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - 2 1 6 § 
Cattle and pig dealers - - - 3 = 6 3 
General dealers - - - 5 | 4 6 14 
Ironmongers - - . 1 | 4 5 9 
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| 
| Three Months 
March / ended March 
| 
1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 7895. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | No. No No. No. 
occupations—cont, 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c. 
dealers - 1 2 5 f 
Engineers and founders, &e. . 2 2 5 8 
Clerks in holy orders ~ 2 5 6 
Contractors - - 2 5 3 
Officers in Army - 2 2 5 3 
Timber and wood dealers 2 5 2 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - 1 2 4 4 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical 
manufacturers - . 2 6 4 8 
Hairdressers - - - - 2 3 4 6 
Stationers - ~ - — — 3 4 
Carriage, &c. builders - 2 3 3 
Architects and surveyors - - ~ 4 8 3 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - ~ - 1 3 3 5 
Wheelwrights - - _ 3 2 7 
Curriers, tanners, and leather: merchants _ 3 2 4 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - — = 2 4 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters 1 2 s 6 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - 1 — s 3 
companies —- 8 1 8 


VL—Export or Live Anrmats FRoM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Numper of AnimaLs exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ended 31st March 1896, and during 
the first Three Months of the Year 1896, compared with the cor 
responding Periods of the Year 1895. 


Three Months 
ended March 
1896. | 7895. | 1896. | 1895. 
No. No. | No. No. 
Cattle ‘ » - 41,108 | 535,277 | 124,571 | 726,307 
Sheep -| 7,185 | 5,462) 28,514 | 25,026 
Suine - = | 64,443 | 77,649 | 208,859 | 273,042 
Goats - 112 233 127 255 
Horses - 2, 1,907 7,455 3,777 
Mules or Jennets - - - 4 6 1 
Asses - 42 75 46 
Total - (115,550 |:134,577 | 369,607 | 373,448 


— 


| 
= 

| 

| | 

| 

| | 
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VIL—Fisnery STATIstics.—-ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


Sratement of the Torat Quantity and Vatuve of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Enenisn and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Three Months’ ended 31st March 


1896, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 
| Three Months ended 
March March 
1896. 1695. | 1896. | 1895. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Brill 1,472 1,616 4,930 45725 
Soles . 5,920 9,984 21,872 22,588 
Turbot 5,066 6,823 17,668 17,487 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 1,260 2,427 5,560 6,041 
Total prime fish . ° 13,718 18,300 50,030 50,841 
‘od 61,121 || 159,602 154,390 
Haddock 212,501 228,240 645,810 600,054 
Halibut 6,566 6,811 | 12,111 11,614 
errings ° 2,101 8,873 | 24,107 
ing 11,588 16,216 | 30,813 34,577 
Mackerel - 5,128 2,214 | 6,618 | 2,436 
ice ° 52,817 55,748 | 160,630 154,948 
Sprate disti hed 79 16,602 49,204 42,495 
‘shell 95,924 | 267,628 | 257,089 
Total 451,220 609,606 || 1,418,501 | 1,396,028 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. 0. 
Crabs ° 465,085 19,300 | 886,152 64,797 
Juobsters 40,592 14,655 | | 75,762 33,019 
Oysters | 1,165,000 | 7,048,000 || 5,000,000 | 2,675,000 
Cwts. Owts. Cwts. wts. 
Other shell fish ° 44,922 52,252 | 137,958 112,985 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ 
Brill - 4,438 4057 || 14,256 18,880 
Soles 43,628 57,385 || 141,050 148,705 
Turbot 25,066 26,154 || 76,893 77,226 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 4,904 71559 19,409 19,849 
Total prime fish . . 78,036 91,755 || 251,608 259,660 
| 
Cod 38,165 42,365 || 103,802 101,148 
Haddock - - 132,024 185,927 || $83,211 349,950 
Hake . . 2,889 4,00. | 6,398 8,77 
Halibut - ° - 15,651 15,548 | 28,627 27,259 
Herrings ° 8 866 5,174 2,696 
Ling 7,698 9,193 |) 21,511 21,034 
Mackerel 8,105 3,988 || 10,207 447 
Plaice - - 66,454 65,701 || 208,971 191,628 
- 144 865 || 7,445 3,642 
distinguished, 60,051 68,430 | 183,286 169,983 
Total 410,136 488,701 || 1,206,953 | 1,740,802 
Shell fish 

4,492 483 | 8,206 4,794 
Lobsters - - 1,767 679 i 3,277 
Uysters = - 4,554 2,866 | 18,475 8,054 
Other shell fish 11,848 12,485 34,725 25,560 

‘Total -| 22,661 16,13 || 64,083 36,414 
Total value of fishlanded =| 432,707 | 490,074 || 1,271,038 | 177,016 


NotE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 


= — 

| 
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VILL—Fisuery 
SraTement of the Toran Quantity and Vatve of the Fisu returned 
: as landed on the Scotcu Coasts during the Month and Three 
Months ended 31st March 1896, compared with the corresponding 
Z| Periods of the Year 1895. 
| March Three ended 
| 
1896, | 1895. | 1896, 1895. 
| QUANTITY. , 
Cuts. Owts. | Cuts. 
992 | 3,41 2,700 
67,279 44,531 173,536 | 128,875 
under, Plaice, Brill 4 { 18,705 

«| 208885 95,748 | 865,749 308,170 
Halibut - -| 2,855 2,989 || 4,261 4,390 
Herrings 24,679 12,805 | 114,233 97,680 
Lin 12,357 20,372 | 24,701 47,091 
Mackerel Fish) | 15,222 ‘nate 
— 10,306 12,332 21,404 

Sparling - - 15 | 83 
Whitin 4,118 8,306 || 12,991 8,216 
Fish not se tely distinguished, } | 2 
Total - «| 247,228 eoro2e || 818,518 680,72 ‘ 
1 Fish :-— No. No. No. No. 
e 204,721 15,870 | 670,679 112,863 
Lobsters - e 37,577 29,985 125,902 84,486 
Oysters - 16,604 20,500 87,862 117,000 
Cwts. | Owts, Cwts. 
Clam - 2,896 2,797 || 8,505 7,184 
Other shell fish - 7,464 6,794 |) 18,546 | 14,6983 
VALUE 
- 602 2,259 8,119 6 
1,528 716 | S152 203) 
24,073 15,977 | 63,486 53,5 
1 Flounder, Plaice, Brill - - 7, 5,606 | 33,197 18,864 
Haddock - - 44,358 89,706 132,988 126,254, 
Halibut 4,842 4y344 7,176 6,582 
Herrings 4,454 4,345 22,362 26,267 
Li 4,266 5,759 8,591 | 13,774 
Saith (Coal Fish) - 721 545 2,093 2,404 
arlin; - - - - 74 
- - 177 
(Tas 1,704 1,875 5,149 400s 
Fish not separately distingui 
Total 102,852 95,984 | 301,489 | 978,555 
Fish :-— 
Crabs - 1,467 112 2,878 518 
Lobsters 1,832 1,424 5,661 8,991 
Oysters | 65 98 358 442 
Clams . - - - 3889 306 1,168 | 1,004 
Mussels - 1,874 987 6,176 8,608 
Othershellfish - + + = 1,435 1,339 3,345 | 2, 
Total : 7,062 4,266 20,086 | 12,649 
Total value of fish landed 109,914 40,250 $21,575 | 286,204 
Nore,—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


| 
28 
a 
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IX.—FisHery STATISTICS.—IRELAND. 


of the Totat Quantity and Vatue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Three 
Months ended 31st March 1896, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


March Three _—_ ended 
1896, | 1895. | 1896. | 1895. 
Quantity. 
| | 
Outs, | | Cuts. 
turbot 114 |! 190 | 233 
Total prime fish 182 | 8% 470 712 
‘ 5,651 10,028 || 18,554 21,445 
Hake - : 153 348 480 | 1,048 
Herrings = 232 308 | 788 | 
ng - 2,032 5,423 7,015 11,835 
Mackerel ° 221 89 | 596 | 8,520 
iting - bg 1,106 1,698 | 4,012 8,69 
Fish not separately distinguished, except 7 
no | 
—— || 8,114 7668 
Total 14,400 24,864 | 50,729 68,438 
Shell fish :— No. No, || No. No. 
Lobsters 2,341 4,661 || 10,926 8,993 
Oysters 132,850 | 26,100 || 268,200 108,950 
| wts. | ts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish - - 1,559 4,975 6,391 4,202 
— — = 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ 
Soles 526 1,197 1,268 2,979 
Turbot - 239 884 749 833 
Total prime fish 765 1,561 2,017 2,972 
C . 2,616 8,292 8,092 8,017 
addock 1,352 1,986 5,896 5,889 
Hake = - 96 195 279 538 
Ling - - 758 1,917 2,572 8,853 
Mackerel - 131 37 297 8,744 
distinguished, | 1,462 1515 || 4,330 3,349 
Total - 7,963 11,164 || 26,045 31,252 
Shell fish 
Crabs - - 2 27 | 22 48 
Lobsters - - 87 153 || 388 316 
her shell fish 264 937 | 1,036 612 
Total - 634 461 1,999 1,147 
Total value of fish landed - 8,597 14,695 | 28,044 82,399 


NorTE.—The above figures are subject to correction in thi 
are the actual values returned by ns local officers at each 


place. 


e Annual Returns, The values given 


| || 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


X.-—Corron Rerurns.—Manrcu 1896, 


[April 1896, 


Return of the Numper of Bates of Corron Imrorrep and 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Three Months ended March 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1895. 


| Three Months ended 


Month of 
March | March 
| 
1896. 1895. | 1896, 1895. 
Imports. 

No. No. | No. No. 
American . - 299,041 296,125 895,785 1,474,943 
Brazilian - - - 9,280 2,147 21,146 2,309 
East Indian ~ - 14,222 3,262 | 38,708 5,267 
Egyptian + «+ = 32,765 34,521 139,675 132,176 
Miscellaneous - 3,192 3,284 10,463 14,805 
Total - - 358,500 339,339 | 1,105,777 | 7,629,000 

Exports. 
American : - 16,716 13,120 | 44,317 53,801 
Brazilian - 800 4854 |! 2,350 5,858 
Rast Indian - 3,983 3,558 |) 13,491 7,634 
Egyptian - ee. 6,986 8,623 35,136 29,085 
Miscellaneous - - 2,640 2,388 | 8,032 7,260 
Total - - 31,125 32,493 | 103,326 103,638 
ForwakbDEp from Ports to InLanp Towns. 

American - ~ 233,467 265,021 691,880 738,769 
Brazilian - - 5,431 933 18,307 2,821 
East Indian - - 4,297 1,410 10,439 4,970 
Egyptian 24,306 32,815 95,488 91,101 
Miscellaneous e - 9,014 9,815 ¥*29,521 85,397 
Total - 276,515 309,994 845,635 $73,052 

ForwARDED from InLtanp Towns to Ports. 

Brazilian - - - 7 

East Indian - - = = 4 = 
68 | 188 196 

Miscellaneous - : 48 

Total - 228 735 || 861 1,143 


* Corrected figures, 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


XIL.—Periopicat Returns or Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CouNntTrRI£Es in the latest Month for which Returns 


have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note. — Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9,5,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 
9,5,d.; Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Drachma= 9,5,d.; Lew =9,4d.; 


L. Egyptian = 1/. Os, 64d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d, 


I,—Inports. 
| A te for Period of th 
Value for the Month, ‘Year, including latest 4 
Name of Country. | Month. 
1895. | 1894. | 1895. | 1894. 
Russia in Europe -| Nov. Roubles 39,498,000 453,536,000 | 472,549,000 
(1896) (7895) | (1896) (7895) 
France « -| Feb, Frs. 382,627,000 291,790,009 | 658,463, 558,479,000 
1895) (7894) || (1895) (1894) 
Portugal -| Aug. | Milreis 3,274,900 |  2%508,000 26,572,000 24,989,000 
1896) (1895) 896) (7896) 
Italy { Jan. Lire 87,513,000} 77,727,000 
85,608,000 | 78,386,000 178,121,000 150,407,000 
Austria-Hungary - | Feb. Gulden - 61,917,000 | 53,526,000 118,661,000 110,997,000 
1895 (1894) (1895) (7894) 
Greece - -| Dec. +} Drchms, 9,444,000 | 77,777,000 106,822,000 109,959,000 
Bulgaria - «| Dee. Lew 5,900,000 913 40,000 69,020,000 99,229,000 
Egypt - -| Dec. -/| L. Egypt. 923,000 955,900 8,246,000 1,119,000 
(1 (7895) (1896) 
United States -| Jan. Dollars- 64,603,000 | 67,548,000 = 
(1895) (1894) (1895) (7894) 
« « 3,683,000 | 8,788,090 || 15,514,000 | 48,887,000 
(1896) (7895) |; — (1896) 1895) 
British Indiat - -| Jan. -| Rupees 6,23,06,917 | 6,90,17,370 | 56,88,07,872 | 58,99,04,106 
If._—Exports. 
(1895) (1893) | (1895) (7894) 
Russia in Europe -| Nov. | Roubles — 610,793,000 
1896 
France - -| Feb. -| Frs. 270,339,000 | 233,929,000 £52.301,000 
a (1895) (7894) | (1895) (7894) 
Portugal - Aug. Milreis - 2,536,000 1,820,000 || 17,760,000 18,838,000 
(1896) (7895) (1896) (7895) 
Italy P f Jan. Lire + 71,358,000 | 59,547,000 |, = 
‘ Feb. 87,559,000 | 70,749,000 | 158,917,000 | 180,890,000 
Austria-Hungary -| Feb. -| Gulden 55,037,000 | 53,796,000 || 107,470,000 | 708,882,000 
1895) (8) | (1895) (1894) 
Greece -| Dec. - | Drehms. 6,258,000 5,868,000 71,156,000 14,291,000 
Bulgaria - Dee. -| Lew 5,197,000 7,364,000 77,686,000 72,851,000 
Egypt - -| Dec. - | L. Egypt. 2,156,000 4,374,000 | 12,674,000 11,884,000 
1896) (7895) || (1896) (7895) 
United States -| Jan. Dollars- 87,108,900 | 87,230,000 | 

(1895) (7894) (1895) (1894) 
Mexico* « -|Novw = 9,613,000 5,712,009 41,078,000 82,497,000 
(1896) (7895) || (1896) (7895) 
British Indiat -| Jan, += | Rupees 10,75,24,024 | 70,45,72,949 | 91,35,78,554 | 88,83,02,677 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns, 


Notsz.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mesico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.” “ Special ” 
means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, exports 
of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* Theaggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist July. 

+ The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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XII.—Foreten TraveE or Inp1a. 


Imports and Exports into and from Bririsn Inpra. 


Imports from Foreign Exports to Foreign 
Countries. Countries.* 
an Ten Months ended Ten Months ended 
3ist January January 
1895-6. 1894-5. 1895-6. 1894-5. 
R, R. 


1I—Animals—living - - - 3,35,841 25,42,877 12,738,933 19,61,764 
Il.—Articles of food and drink - | 7,20,60,749 6,85,34,047 | 23,31,04,117 | 22,83,58,442 


I1L.—Metals and manufactures of— 
A.—Hardware and cutlery 


(including plated-ware) | 1,17,62,189 1,07,65,782 1,49,409 96,652 
B—Metals  - - | 5,28,91,115 4,06 53,668 7,60,523 6,197,902 
C.—Machinery and mill-work | 2,65,00,487 2,02,04,289 815 2,555 
D— 
~ 
Government stores} 1,30,34,742 1,38,68,045 - 


IV.- drugs, medicines 
narcotics, and dyeing 
materials 1,78,01,885 1,55,41,820 | 12,74,89,585 | 72,72,87,077 


V.—Oils 2,79,16,467 1;65,93,059 61,38,093 60,04,893 


Vi.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles 4,13,10,436 8,70,58,595 | 33,52,39,277 | 83,97,58,721 


manufact 
A—Yarns and textile fabrics} 23,60,95,580 | 30,68,42,4¢0 | 11,30,58,057 989,600,764 


VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly 


B.—Apparel - 1,34,35,084 1,21,88,450 17,32,678 18,91,578 | 


C.—Other articles manu- 
factured - =| 5,29,63,299 | 4,56,20,570 | 5,67,42,816 | 4,487,965 | 


ToraL - 56,88,07,872 | 58,99,04,706 | 87,56,83,808 | 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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XXIV.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1896, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
1657 Réunion - - 1d. 
1658 | Tokio - - - - rs -| 13d. 
1659 | Maranham ‘ 1d, 
1660 | Copenhagen - - ld 
1661 | Berlin - - 
1663 ! Salonica- - - -| 
1664 | Manila - - 1d. 
1665 | Florence - - - 
1666 Dakar - - - - dd. 
1667 | Havre - = 2d. 
1668 | Rouen - - - od. 
1669 | Corfu - - 4d. 
1570 , Calais - - - - ld. 
1671 Tehran - - - 13d. 
1672 | Barcelona - - - 2d. 
1673 | Amsterdam - - - - - ld. 
1674 | Bordeaux - - - - - -| 2d, 


The following Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 


\ the above-mentioned sources : 
No. | Price. 
387 Portugal.—Report on the East Coast Route to Mashonaland - 1d. 


388 | Austria Hungary.—Report on the Iron Industry in Styria and 
the Betler Ironworks in Hungary - - -| 
| 
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XXV.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have beon 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. =_ and Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :-— 


ANNUAL. 


Colony. Year. | | No. | Colony. 


British Bechuanaland ~ | 1890-92 | Gambia + ° 
Malta - 1890 an 07 | Hong Kong - 


St. Vincent. - 
Gibraltar - - Gibraltar 
Falkland Islands Bahamas - 
Leeward Islands - and Caicos Islands 

ward Islan 

St. Lucia - alta - - 
Labuan - Zululand - - 
British Guiana - British Honduras 
Zululand - 
Mauritius - 


Trinidad and Tobago - 
Settlements 
Ceyl 


mat 


Falkland Islands 
Mauri 
Strait Settlements - 
Labuan 


St. Helena - 
Sierra Leone - 
Trintla and Tobago 
rini and To 
Newfoundland - 
British New Guines - 
Victoria - 
Rodrigues 


Ber muda - ad 


British 
British New Guinea 


ah Honduras - 
Turks Caicos Islands 
Gibralta 
Islands 
Rahar - 

| Trinidad and Tobago . 


Gambia - - 
Straits Settlements 
Grenada 


] - 
St. Vincent 
Hong Kong ~- 
St. Lucia - 
Falkland Islands 
Gold Coast 
Basutoland - 
Ceylon - 
Zululand - 
Mauritius - - 
buan - 
British Honduras 
- 
Sierra Leone 


British Guiana 
| Jamaica - 
Newfoundland - - 
| Gold Coast 
Zululand 

Bermuda - 

Bahamas 
Barbados - 

Malta and Caicos Islands 


Gam 

rnidad and To 
Gibraltar - 
Hong 

Straits Settlements 


AZOS 
Seychelles 
Basutoland 


| Mauritius 

buan 
Gold Coast - 
1892-93 | British Guiana - 

| SierraLeone - - 
1892 Jamaica - : 
1892-93 | British Honduras - 
1892 163 | British Bechuanaland 

89: | 
| 


St. Helena 

British Bechua naland 
British Guiana - 
Newfoundland - 
Jamaica - - 
Victoria - 

| Bermuda - 


53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
04 


189 1-95. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Colony. Subject. 


| Gold Coast - : Eeo onomic Agriculture. 
Zululand - sts. 
Sierra Leone - 
Canada 


Z 
| 
| 
i 
47 | = 1893 
48 | - 
| =A 
49 | ‘ 
50 | 
51 
| } ” 
| Natal - - + 1891-92F-7 122 | 
| Basutoland - - - | 123 | Basutoland - 1893-94. 
-| 1891 124 | St. Lucia - 1893 
-| 1891 127 | Fiji - 
- 128 | Grenada - 
| 1891-02) 129 | Sierra Leo 
-| 1891 180 | = | 1893-94. 
1892-93 
- | 1892 131 -{ and 
-| 1891 | 1893-94 
- 132 | Lagos - -| 1893 
- | 1390 133 - | 1893-94 
- | 1892 134 
135 -| 1893 
- 136 ” 
- 137 =|. 1894 
» 138 ” 
- ” 139 ” 
> 140 al. 
| 1892-93] | 148 | 
1893 149 | “4 
- 150 | 
152 |} © | 1894-05 
- | Fiji - | 1994 
” 154 | St. Helena i 
- 155 | Ceylon - 
- | 1894-95 
-| 1894 
- | 1894-95 
105 | 
No. 
¥ 
1 
2 
3 
4 ts. 


be 
; 
| 


